
TICKETS  
Available at tickets.fringetheatre.ca

skirtsafire.com | @skirtsafire | #yegherstory

EDMONTON’S THEATRE AND   
MULTIDISCIPLINARY ARTS FESTIVAL FEATURING  
AND ELEVATING THE WORK OF WOMEN!

AT VARIOUS VENUES IN OLD STRATHCONA



WELCOME TO SKIRTSAFIRE

MAKING #YEGHERSTORY SINCE 2012!
Welcome to SkirtsAfire 2023!! Adaptation is our theme 
as we launch into the next 10 years. We are so excited for 
you to experience this year’s performances starting with 
the MainStage Production presented by SkirtsAfire, The 
Space Between Stars, written and performed by Christine 
Lesiak which she describes as a radical adaptation of The 
Little Prince. The beautiful Westbury Theatre will house 
this production along with 1 performance of emBODYment, 
a dance and aerial show we’re bringing back by popular 
demand. We’re thrilled to announce a brand-new venue 
we’re animating in partnership with Workshop West 
Playwrights’ Theatre. The Gateway Theatre will feature 
Nikâwiy ᓂᑳᐃᐧᕀ, which means My Mother in Cree, The 
Shoe Project sharing powerful stories of immigrant women 
from around the world, and our JUNOfest event presented 
by CBC Music, featuring D’orjay The Singing Shaman and 
Kaeley Jade. There’s lots of other music shows in the 
Gateway,  plus comedy, performance art and the always 
popular A-Line Variety Show. Over the festivals’ 11 days 
you can also catch Songs in the Sanctuary at Holy Trinity, 
pop up performances at Chianti Café and Block 1912 plus 
4 skirt designs sprinkled along Whyte Ave. Huge thanks to 
our Board of Directors, dedicated staff, artists, sponsors, 
partners, volunteers, and you - our audience - for helping us 
lift the stories of underrepresented voices and fill Edmonton 
venues with spectacular theatre, music, dance, comedy and 
cabaret. Take it all in and start your March off with a bang.

Annette Loiselle, She/Her 
Artistic Director

ENGAGE WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

#yegherstory
/skirtsafire

@skirtsafire

@skirtsafire
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Hon  Honourable Danielle Smith, Premier of Alberta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Government of Alberta, it is my pleasure to send greetings to artists 
and audiences of the 2023 SkirtsAfire Festival. 

There could be no better time than in the days around International Women’s Day to 
celebrate women artists from all backgrounds and walks of life. Once again, 
SkirtsAfire offers a wonderful opportunity for Albertans and visitors to our capital 
region to experience the work of some incredibly talented women and non-binary 
artists. I hope everyone enjoys the performances, installations, panels and workshops 
and comes away with a new appreciation for these important voices in Alberta’s 
unique culture and heritage. 

Thank you to the board members, staff and volunteers who make this event possible.  
For more than a decade, you have created an empowering showcase for women in 
the arts in our province. I appreciate your commitment to diversity and inclusivity, 
and I wish you all the best for a successful festival—this year and for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PREMIER OF ALBERTA 

Message from His Worship
Mayor Amarjeet Sohi

On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, welcome to
the SkirtsAFire festival. From March 2-12, 2023, this theatre and
multidisciplinary arts festival will feature the important  work of
women.

Edmontonians are fortunate to have a vibrant arts scene where these
powerful and insightful stories and passionate performances and
exhibitions can be shared..

This programming reflects the true diversity of the thriving arts
community in our city, and is adaptive in its approach to remain
responsive to the needs of artists and audiences.

I extend my thanks to the organizers for welcoming  artists of all
diverse backgrounds, including cis and trans women, non-binary
people, the 2SLGBTQIA+ community, and artists of all ethnicities and
all abilities. I hope that many enjoy your shows, and that you have a
successful festival!
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I am excited to welcome everyone to the 2023 
SkirtsAfire Festival, and to join in exploring the 
exciting range of voices and perspectives that 
it amplifies. Each performance and exhibition is 
an opportunity to celebrate the transformative 
power of the arts, and to be lifted up by 
passionate and talented people who are leading 
the way in making our society a more diverse, 
dynamic and inclusive place for all. As a proud 
Honourary Skirt, I offer my heartfelt thanks to 
the festival’s leaders, volunteers and supporters 
for your sustained dedication to empowering 
cis and trans women and non-binary artists. 
Best wishes to all for a most enjoyable and 
illuminating experience!

Edlanete / Hello

What a wonderful honor to hold and such 
a beautiful community to create with. I am 
looking forward to being in loving and inspiring 
company again this year as this connection 
is needed more than ever. You will witness 
creativity soar, you will hear voices echo 
truth and watch dreams take flight. Art is an 
experience and has a bigger part to play as we 
all heal and move forward in love ..... let it carry 
you and bring us all together.

Mahsi cho / Thank you 

Greetings to all of you on behalf of the Alberta NDP. It is my pleasure as the MLA and 
long-time resident of Edmonton-Strathcona to welcome you to this year’s SkirtsAfire 
Festival, which also calls this beautiful area of Edmonton its home. I am so excited for 
the programming for the 11th anniversary of this important festival, which includes the 
Mainstage production of The Space Between Stars by Christine Lesiak. The remarkable 
talent showcased over the course of this festival truly demonstrates the importance of 
having a creative space for all Albertans to see themselves in, and I commend the organizers 
of SkirtsAfire for showcasing the work of women and non-binary artists of all diverse 
backgrounds including cis and trans women, non-binary people and the 2SLBTGQIA+ 
community. This festival has been welcomed into the hearts and space of Edmontonians, 
and on behalf of our Alberta NDP caucus I am truly grateful to the staff and volunteers who 
have been bringing SkirtsAfire to Edmonton-Strathcona for all these years. We wish you a 
successful event, and look forward to the next decade with your stunning festival.

2023 HONORARY SKIRT
HER HONOUR, THE 
HONOURABLE  
SALMA LAKHANI, AOE, 
B.SC., LLD (HON) 
LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR OF ALBERTA

2022 HONORARY SKIRT 
STEPHANIE HARPELEADER OF ALBERTA’S NDP 

RACHEL NOTLEY

Greetings to all of you on behalf of the Alberta NDP. It is my 
pleasure as the MLA and long-time resident of Edmonton-
Strathcona to welcome you to this year’s SkirtsAfire Festival, 
which also calls this beautiful area of Edmonton its home.

I am so excited for the programming for the 11th anniversary of 
this important festival, which includes the Mainstage production 
of The Space Between Stars by Christine Lesiak. 

The remarkable talent showcased over the course of this festival 
truly demonstrates the importance of having a creative space for 
all Albertans to see themselves in, and I commend the organizers 
of SkirtsAfire for showcasing the work of women and non-binary 
artists of all diverse backgrounds including cis and trans women, 
non-binary people and the 2SLBTGQIA+ community. 

This festival has been welcomed into the hearts and space of 
Edmontonians, and on behalf of our Alberta NDP caucus I am 
truly grateful to the staff and volunteers who have been bringing 
SkirtsAfire to Edmonton-Strathcona for all these years. We wish 
you a successful event, and look forward to the next decade with 
your stunning festival.

LEADER OF ALBERTA’S NDP

Rachel Notley

A Message from Rachel Notley
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March 2 - Preview: Discounted Tickets 
 
March 3 - Opening Night: Catered by Otto Food 
& Drink, come early to enjoy food, lobby  
entertainment by Maddie Storvold,  
and speeches before the show!  
 
March 7 - Pay-What-You-Can 
 
March 8 & 9 - The Key of Me at Chianti: Enjoy 
food and drink specials with music at Chianti Cafe 
before the show from 5-7pm. See page 20 for more 
details! Please reserve at Chianti in advance and 
mention ‘SkirtsAfire,’ (780) 439-9829. 
 
March 4, 5, 11 & 12 - CART Captioning Available: 
Closed captioning available on your own 
phone or device through a link provided. CART 
Captioning is done by Shannon Wiebe, a veteran 
certified CART Captioner. 
 
March 9 & 12 - Adapted Relaxed Performances: 
The lighting, projections, and sound have 
been altered to be less jarring, loud, or glitchy. 
The relaxed protocol will be in place meaning 
patrons can come and go from the theatre 
space, use captioning on their phones, and  
move their bodies (stim or stretch).

NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT
CHRISTINE LESIAK

Like many of you, I first encountered Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s Le Petit Prince / The 
Little Prince when I was a child, but it wasn’t until I re-read it as an adult that I was struck 
by the story’s essential sadness. Underneath the childhood wonder, humour and whimsy, 
it is a memoir of grown-up love, loss and letting go. I wanted to challenge the notion that 
it is a story intended for children. The Space Between Stars was born in 2016 with   my 
20-minute monologue about an astronomer struggling with the loss of her son. Set on the 
6th anniversary of the night of his passing, it was performed as a part of my immersive 
production The Object of Constellations, at the astronomical observatory at the University 
of Alberta. Although I read Saint-Exupéry’s novella in both English and the original French,  
I relied on Katherine Woods’ beautiful 1943 English translation for this play.

Like Saint-Exupéry’s story, The Space Between Stars is about a grown-up rediscovering 
the child she still is. I wanted to explore how a woman who doesn’t believe in an after-life 
moves through grief, and how she finds comfort. I was interested in writing about faith as 
a deeply personal set of beliefs existing outside of an institution, public ritual, or even a 
community. How does she come to the place of faith she needs to move on with her life 
after a devastating loss? How does this sort of person reconcile the irreconcilable?

When Saint-Exupéry, himself a pilot, wrote his story in the early 1940’s, we explored with 
aeroplanes and ships. Now, we launch space telescopes. The Space Between Stars is a  
love-letter to space science, and the people who dedicate their lives to looking up and out.

Acknowledgements: 
This play would not exist without the support of Suzie Martin, Tracy Carroll, SkirtsAfire, 
the Alberta Playwrights’ Network, Dr. Sharon Morsink and the University of Alberta 
Astronomical Observatory, Jake Hastey, Dr. Frank Florian and the Telus World of Science 
Edmonton, and all the incredible artists who worked on The Object of Constellations in 
2016. Thanks to the actors who helped with the development of The Space Between Stars: 
Laura Raboud, Vanessa Sabourin, Stephanie Wolfe, Jordan Sabo, Nadien Chu, Franco Correo. 
Thanks also to Dr. Danielle Michaels, and Rev. Anne Barker for generously sharing their 
expertise about illness and grieving. 

www.smallmatters.ca

Thursday, March 2 | 7:30pm 

Friday, March 3 | 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 4 | 7:30pm 

Sunday, March 5 | 1:30pm 

Tuesday, March 7 | 7:30pm

Wednesday, March 8 | 7:30pm

Thursday, March 9 | 7:30pm 

Friday, March 10 | 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 11 | 7:30pm 

Sunday, March 12 | 1:30pm 

When we peer into the sky, we peer into the past.

An astronomer’s lecture derails as she encounters 
the memory of her precocious son. Told with 

projection, live actors and puppetry, this 
adaptation of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s classic 

story melds astronomy, cosmology,  
and mythology. 

Tickets range from Pay-What-You-Can 
up to $27 (plus applicable fees)

Festival passes and group  
discounts available!

Suitable for ages 13+

Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca, 
by calling (780) 409 1910, or at the door.

The Old Trout Puppet Workshop | Created in part with SpaceEngine PRO © Cosmographic Software LLC

MainStage Production 
Sponsor

Funders & Partners

Westbury Theatre, Fringe Theatre  
Arts Barns (10330 84 Avenue)
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Christine Lesiak | Writer, Performer 
Christine is an Edmonton / amiskwacîwâskahikan-based theatre artist, teacher, mentor, and artistic director of 
Small Matters Productions. She holds a BSc in Physics, and a Masters of Fine Arts in Drama. She is co-creator 
of and performer in Small Matters’ eight full-length shows, including the interactive comedy hit, For Science! 
(2018-22) and the upcoming new inter-provincial collaboration, The Spinsters (premièring 2023/24). She is a 
frequent collaborator with Catch the Keys Productions, artistic associate with Toy Guns Dance Theatre, and 
director of the Play the Fool Festival of clown-theatre and physical comedy. She specialises in collaborative 
devising, audience experience design, interactive comedy, and physical storytelling. christinelesiak.com. 
 

Tracy Carroll1 | Director, Dramaturg 
Tracy has worked as a director, dramaturg, teacher and producer for over 25 years and is the Co-Artistic 
Director of Edmonton’s Concrete Theatre. She has held the Artistic Associate position at Alberta 
Playwrights’ Network as well as at the Citadel Theatre. For SkirtsAfire, Tracy was the program coordinator 
for Peep Show!, a tease of new plays, and dramaturg on The Mommy Monologues, aiding in the 
development of dozens of plays by Edmonton area women.  
Selected directing and dramaturgy credits include the recent run of Fresh Hell by Conni Massing at Shadow Theatre,  
Matara and The Invention of Romance also by Conni Massing at Workshop West Playwrights’ Theatre, Last 
Chance Leduc by Katherine Koller and The Book of Ashes by Emil Sher for the Northern Alberta Children’s Festival. 
 

Sarah Emslie | Performer, Voice of Boy/Puppeteer - they/she 
Sarah Emslie is a queer theatre artist based in amiskwaciwâskahikan, Treaty 6. They hold a BFA from the 
University of Alberta in Acting. Upcoming, Sarah will be performing in the RISER reading of MINE by 
Ashleigh Hicks. Their love to Gabriel and Thistle. 
 

Sahl Wilkie | Featured Performer - they/them 
Sahl Wilkie is a young performer from Edmonton and is very excited to be part of this production. 
Amongst their many loves are their family, Pokemon, various types of magic, reading (currently plowing 
through Lord of the Rings), and math. They have performed for Rapid Fire Theatre, The Regretzky 
Entertainment Group, and other short projects they feel lucky to be a part of. When they aren’t 
consuming anything and everything with words on it, Sahl loves to spend time with their family and is one 
of the top ten snugglers in all of snuggle history.  
 

Daniela Masellis2 | Set Designer 
Daniela is a theatre designer and independent design professional from Treaty 6 Territory in the city of 
amiskwacîwâskahikan (Edmonton, Alberta). She works mainly in the areas of set, lighting, and projection 
for live performance. Her training includes a B.F.A. of Theatre Design from the University of Alberta, a 
Grant MacEwan Diploma of Fine Arts, and a design apprenticeship in Italy at Teatro alla Scala Milano. Over 
the last decade, Daniela has designed across Canada collaborating on over 80 productions with companies 
such as The National Arts Centre, The Stratford Festival, the Arts Club, The Citadel Theatre, Workshop 
West, Akpik Theatre, The Cultch, Western Canadian Theatre, The Belfry, and Teatro LaQuindicina among 
many others.  
 

T. Erin Gruber2 | Projection Designer 
T. Erin Gruber is an award-winning theatre designer with experience in set, lighting, costume and projected 
media design. She is a graduate with distinction of the University of Alberta and a member of the board 
of directors of the Associated Designers of Canada. She works professionally across Canada and her work 
has been toured and exhibited nationally and internationally. In June 2019 her work was featured at the 
Prague Quadrennial International Design Exhibition. Award-winning projects: Métis Mutt (One Little Indian 
Productions, Sterling Award for Outstanding Production), The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time 
(Citadel Theatre and RMTC, Sterling Award for Lighting Design), Category E (Production Design, Maggie 
Tree Collective, Sterling Awards for Lighting and Projected Media Design). Online at: eringruber.com

ARTISTIC TEAM 
THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS BY CHRISTINE LESIAK

Rebecca Cypher | Projection Designer 
Rebecca is an Edmonton based set, costume, lighting, and puppet designer. She graduated from the 
University of Alberta in 2022 with a BFA in Theatre Production. Select credits include assistant production 
design for Barvinok (Pyretic Productions), puppeteer for Puppet Pub Crawl (Found Festival), and associate 
costume design for Macbeth and Much Ado About Nothing (Freewill Shakespeare Festival). She was 
also selected to participate in the Citadel Theatre’s RBC Horizon Emerging Artists Program. You can see 
examples of her work at www.rebeccacypher.com 
 

Aaron Macri | Sound Designer 
Aaron Macri is an award winning composer & sound designer based out of Edmonton. He creates music 
and sound design for theatre, dance, film, and television. 
 

Skye Grinde | Lighting & Costume Designer - they/them 
Skye is a designer from Edmonton who explores design and costuming for the theatre as well as fine 
arts. Skye is a graduate from the University of Alberta’s Theater Design undergrad program. They are 
passionate about creating work that is accessible for both audiences and artists. They are very excited to 
be welcomed onto the team this year. Select credits include: Puppet Pub Crawl, Big Feelings, Small World 
(Found Festival); Dancefest (Nextfest). 
 

Nancy Yuen1 | Stage Manager  
Nancy is an Edmonton based stage manager who has worked at the Mayfield Theatre for over 50 
productions including productions such as Mamma Mia, Buddy Holly-The Buddy Holly Story, Sister Act, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, and Cabaret. Some other theatre credits include: Forever Plaid (Stage West Calgary), 
Ayita (SkirtsAfire Festival), Much Ado About Nothing (Freewill Shakespeare Festival), The Drowning Girls 
(Western Canada Theatre), Lost Lemoine Part 1 & 2  and Witness to a Conga (Teatro la Quindicina), Sprouts 
Festival (Concrete Theatre), Crazy For You (Cameco Capitol Arts Centre), Strike! (Workshop West Theatre), 
The Last Tree of Rapa Nui (MTYP), Love Song and The Liars (Shadow Theatre), As You Like It, Julius Caesar, 
The Blonde, the Brunette and the Vengeful Redhead, Equus, The Man Whose Mother Was A Pirate, A Year 
with Frog and Toad, and The Syringa Tree (Citadel Theatre).  
 

Ian Walker | Lobby Installation Artist 
Ian Walker is originally from Yorkshire, England. He is a versatile artistic collaborator, an artistic associate  
of Small Matters Productions, and co-creator of and performer in For Science! (2018-22). Ian has designed 
and created many amazing theatre effects, props, projection and art installations: the shadow puppet  
play Le Voeu/The Wish adapted by Eileen Sproule and Marissa Kochanski (2021-2022, Flying Canoe Volant 
Festival), For Science! (2018-22), Over Her Dead Body (2017, Fringe Theatre Presentation Series),  
Dead Centre of Town (2015-22, Catch the Keys Productions), The Object of Constellations (2016,  
Small Matters Productions), and The Water Project (2016, The University of Alberta). 
 
Puppet dramaturgy by Old Trout Puppet Workshop, Peter Balkwill 
Illustration & poster design: Amanda Schutz, Curio Studio 
Videography by EPIC Photography 
 
Space imagery for this production was generated with SpaceEngine Pro software.  
For more information visit spaceengine.org 

1  The participation of these Artists is arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under 
the provisions of the Dance Opera Theatre Policy (DOT)

2 Members of the Associated Designers of Canada
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We have chosen 4 local artists to create a Skirt that will be displayed at 1 of 4 participating 
Old Strathcona retailers. The Skirt Designer’s challenge will be to design a piece based on 
the festival theme, Adaptation, using upcycled waste materials provided by the retailers and 
supplemented by the designers including cardboard, paper, plastics, and other materials that 
would normally end up in the landfill. Grab a warm drink and take a stroll to visit all 4!

Locations  March 3-12
Revealed at our Opening 
Ceremonies & A-Line Variety 
Show on March 2 (pg 16) and on 
display throughout the festival.

SKIRTS ON WHYTE
SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE: ADAPTATION

Tanya Edison | Village Goods 
And, I fashion MYSELF 
Tanya Edison is a multi-media artist from Nova Scotia who has worked in 
construction as a residential painter for over 25 years. She wants to see more 
women in construction trades and will talk about it to anyone who will listen. 
She believes everyone is a unique piece of art within their personal journey.  
 
Megan Beland | gravitypope Tailored Goods 
Flash On Persistence 
Megan Beland is a conceptual and visual fine artist who specializes in acrylic 
painting and intermedia art practices. Born and raised in the Canadian Rockies, 
she is now based in Edmonton where she received her BFA at the University of 
Alberta in 2020. She is fascinated by how the passage of time impacts people 
and spaces, as well as how things exist and transform within the context of their 
environments. In her intermedia practices, her focus is in creating wearable art, 
serving as an extension of identity and experiencing the physical interaction of 
art with the body function as the performance element, the temporary portion 
which only exists in the moment. Her inspiration often comes from the natural 
world and from myths and fairytales, combining metaphor and reality. 
 
Rebecca Cypher | 3 Girls Swim Wear 
Tailored Practice 
Rebecca is an emerging, queer, POC theatre artist living and working in 
Amiskwacîwâskahikan, also known as Edmonton, Alberta. Currently her 
work is focused on set, costume, lighting, and puppet design. She likes to 
approach design with a hands-on approach and enjoys exploring and making 
discoveries with other artists. She believes in the importance of understanding 
the materials she designs with, and has experience as a scenic painter, junior 
stitcher, and puppet builder. She is a recent graduate from the University of 
Alberta’s Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Production, specializing in design and 
was chosen to participate in Citadel Theatre’s RBC Horizon Emerging Artists 
Program. Her portfolio is available at www.rebeccacypher.com. 
 
Melissa Squire | Mars & Venus 
Majestic Mollusk  
Melissa Squire is a self taught fashion designer whose socially conscious 
attitude, eco friendly initiatives and community oriented business practices 
are infectious. Her designs have been showcased on runways locally and 
internationally. They feature unique pieces from rockabilly dresses and baby 
clothes to steampunk vests adorned with recycled tires and studs. She also 
does wearable art, couture and custom work, including unique wedding attire. 
Founder of Alchemy Collective, established in 2010, Melissa built a movement 
for community, eco friendly initiatives, a push for local support, an incubator 
for the arts, a demand for change in a society that needs it, an evolution of the 
mind, body and soul. www.melissasquire.com

This exhibit is a celebration of the beauty and power of second chances. The featured 
artists have taken discarded materials donated by retailers and sponsors and have 
transformed them into works of art that are not only visually striking but also thought-
provoking. Through their repurposing and upcycling, these pieces remind us of the 
importance of sustainability and the impact that our participation has on the environment.
But it’s not just about the skirts themselves. This challenge is also about the connection and 
collaboration between the viewer, retailer, and artist. Each piece in this exhibit tells a story 
of the journey it took to become a work of art and the impact that it had on shaping the 
lives involved, and in turn the future.
As you walk down Whyte Avenue in Old Strathcona and experience the exhibit, let it speak 
to your heart, let it remind you of the infinite possibilities that come with giving something 
a second chance. Let it inspire you to think more deeply about the choices you make, and 
how they can shape the future we all share. -Kim Neeser, Curator

THANK YOU  TO 
OUR  SPONSORS

Village Goods (10432 82 Ave NW)

gravitypope tailored goods (10414 82 Ave NW)

3 Girls Swim & Wear (10406 82 Ave NW)

Mars & Venus (10328 82 Ave NW)

104 STREET

WHYTE (82) AVE

105 STREET 102 STREET

81 AVE

83 AVE

81 AVE

83 AVE

G
ATEW

AY
 BLVD

.

SkirtsAfire Festival  |  1312  |  SkirtsAfire Festival



GATEWAY LOBBY ART INSTALLATION
SOLID GROUND BY ADRIANNE BEAUREGARDE

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

‘Solid Ground’’ is a work informed by the collection and stories of The Shoe Project where immigrant 
and refugee women share their journeys to Canada, the site of a new life. This project was essential in 
my creative process to portray an aesthetic that relates to the identities of the women. These stories 
opened up exploration into relationships with objects that are meaningful and attempt to take ‘things’ 
that speak to each other somehow across different cultures and land. 
My relationship to Canada’s dynamic and its history as a Métis woman evokes mixed feelings of being 
at home and trauma. Reflecting on this, these stories alongside mine and other Indigenous women can 
find a bond that is driven by the need to improve the experiences of Indigenous, immigrant, and refugee 
women that ensures a future where non-discrimination, equality, equity, and justice exist and are upheld. 
This work is concerned with a concept that takes precedence over traditional aesthetic, technical, and 
material devices. Themes of the past, present, and future are used in the materials; choices that are 
representative of relationship to the land. It is a reciprocal relationship, a mixture of our past, our present, 
and an ongoing process. On the land is where stories about relationships with mother earth are born. It is 
one global theme, wearing our shoes on the earth and walking on the ground. It is the thing that ties us 
all together, our footprints and the grounding energy we have with mother earth. It is all the same,  
we are all interconnected.



A-LINE VARIETY SHOWOPENING CEREMONIES &  
A-LINE VARIETY SHOW

Join us as we celebrate the opening of our 11th annual festival at our newest venue! Grab a 
drink, hear from our city’s supporters, enjoy music by DJ Kena León and the first look at our 
Skirt Designs. Then enjoy our A-Line Variety Show featuring an all-star line up of fabulous 
femme artists here to shake things up!

Thursday, March 2 |  7:00pm - 9:30pm
Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

Photos by Mat Simpson & April MacDonald Killins.

 •  Emcee, Rebecca Merkley 
•    Bagpiper, Jo-Ann 

Rauschenberger  
(Kicking off SkirtsAfire Festival since 2016!)

•  DJ, Kena León
•   Slam Poets, Rose Fort  

Theatre Co.
•  Singer, Noreta Lewis-Prince
•   Korock & Jeon’s TKD
•   Singer-Songwriter,  

Shawna Caspi*      

•  Clown, TeddyBEAR
•  Nikâwiy Dancer, Hayden Large
•   Off the Page Excerpt,  

Breaking Ground
•   Dancers, Trik n*
•   Singer-Songwriter,  

Maddie Storvold

LATE NIGHT AT THE GATEWAY
MUSIC

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door (plus applicable fees). 
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door (plus applicable fees). 
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

Featuring:

Join us at the Gateway Theatre for two incredible 
bands that will get you moving all night long!

Friday, March 3 | 9:00pm - 11:00pm
Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

LISE 
Photo by Katie Cutting, Lazy Kitten Productions 
Lise is a 21 year old singer-songwriter born in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. From the young age of 7 she started her singing career in the 
classical realm of music, and then later made her way into fields such 
as pop alternative with some influences in R&B. 
 
Lise’s spontaneous writing style reflects her day to day life, thoughts, 
interactions, experiences and imaginations, while also laying out all 
of her emotions and feelings for all to see. Her vision is to musically 
capture pieces of a picture in hopes that when you eventually put 
everything together, you’ll get a glimpse of what’s actually going on 
inside her head, and maybe see what makes Lise… Lise.  
 
“So at the end of the day I make music to figure out more about 
myself and to figure out… who am I?”  
 
Victor Sanchesviesca | Guitar 
Victor Iremide Adebayo | Drums 
Mezo | Bass

Payphones 
Once described as “if The Tragically Hip and Tegan and Sara had a 
really sad baby,” Payphones’ alt-folk tunes showcase intricate three 
and four-part vocal harmonies, rich acoustic accompaniment, and 
earnest, vulnerable lyrics about queerness, isolation, disability, and 
personal growth. Aside from popular folk, indie, and alt-rock projects, 
clear influences from choral, musical theater, jazz, and pop-punk 
music can be heard in their music. The eclectic life experiences of four 
multidisciplinary artists reverberate through their tunes. 
 
Payphones features Naomi Jichita (they/them) on lead vocals and 
guitar, Robyn Slack (he/him) on guitar and backup vocals, Laena 
Anderson (they/them) on piano and backup vocals, and Aaron 
Addorisio (he/him) on percussion, and yet more backup vocals.

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

*Artists Supported by Bernadette Gasslein
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THE KEY OF ME AT BLOCK 1912
LIVE MUSIC & GREAT TREATS

SKIRTS ON WHYTE 
SPONSOR

Head over to the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee spot and enjoy 
our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents! 

Kayla Williams 
Photo by Karolynn Mattern Photography 
Kayla Williams is a Calgary based “yacht-pop” songstress who unabashedly loves 
retro music! Her sound is characterized by powerful, buttery vocals layered over 
soulful songwriting reminiscent of decades past. Her last single, “Stealing from 
My Youth” (2020) was recorded with JUNO Award winning producer Spencer 
Cheyne at OCL Studios near Calgary. In 2021, she was the recipient of three grants 
including one from Alberta Foundation for the Arts! She has finished recording on 
her new four song EP ‘Retrodelia” and this new, soft ‘70s/”yacht rock” inspired EP 
is planned for release in Spring 2023. 
 
Ariana Brophy 
Artist Supported by Lilli Chevrier 
Photo by Luke Jansen 
Born and raised in Amiskwacîwâskahikan (Edmonton, AB, Canada), singer-
songwriter Ariana Brophy’s music has been described as the songwriting 
equivalent of mulled wine — sweet, tinged with nostalgia, and perfectly paired 
with a rainy evening and fireplace. Initially taking inspiration from her youth spent 
in the beautiful surroundings of her Northern Turtle Island (Canada), Ariana has 
been drawing listeners into her unique inner world since long before her solo 
musical journey formally began in 2015. Praised for her gorgeous vocals and 
heart-wrenching lyrics, Brophy skillfully pairs story and song in a way that is rich, 
transportive, and connected to the depth of human experience. 
 
Shawna Caspi 
Artist Supported by Bernadette Gasslein 
Photo by Roni Hoffman 
Toronto-based singer-songwriter Shawna Caspi takes her time crafting lyrics that 
are poetic and meaningful, often using unusual rhymes and surprising turns of 
phrase. Shawna spent years on the road, playing festivals and concert halls, train 
cars, backyards, and living rooms, supporting her warm, clear voice with intricate 
fingerstyle guitar accompaniment, and drawing energy from shifting landscapes 
and long drives through Canada and the United States. Her songs resonate with 
stories that are relatable, but told in new and unexpected ways. This is music that 
makes an authentic human connection, that conveys a sense of closeness, of 
being understood, of feeling less alone.

Saturday, March 4 | 11:00am - 1:00pm
Block 1912 (10361 82 Ave NW)

BY 
DONATION 

AT THE 
DOOR

Bella November 
Bella November (they/she) is a queer, Danezaa and Swiss singer-songwriter based in 
Amiskwacîwâskhikan ᐊᒥᐢᑲᐧᒋᐋᐧᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ Treaty 6/Métis Territory, so-called Edmonton, 
Alberta. Bella views music as a form of medicine and a creative medium for healing, 
expression, strength, and unity. They’re studying for a Bachelor of Music at MacEwan 
University with a minor in songwriting to hone their artistic skills and simultaneously fulfill 
their passion for creating community and connection through song. Drawing inspiration 
from artists like Phoebe Bridgers, Lizzy Mcalpine, and Bon Iver, Bella seeks to captivate 
listeners through deeply expressive lyrics and emotive melodies. 
 
Esther Forseth 
Esther Forseth is an alternative-folk singer-songwriter based in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Esther twists her life experiences into thoughtful metaphors. She views her writing 
as a way to give herself, and listeners a fresh perspective of the complex emotions 
and situations we experience as humans. With the combination of her soft vocal 
performance, haunting melodies, and figurative lyrics, Esther’s songs are a safe-haven  
for self-reflection and vulnerability.  
 
Taylor Sim 
Taylor Sim is a singer-songwriter based out of Edmonton, Alberta. She started singing at 
a young age and began performing at different talent competitions in Spruce Grove. She 
enjoys playing all different styles of music though she thrives in the folk/roots genre. She 
currently attends MacEwan University where she has had many performing and workshop 
opportunities; a highlight for her was singing her own song for Brett Kissell and Michelle 
Wright in April of 2022. She is expected to graduate this spring and is eager to put her own 
music out into the music industry.  
 
Chelcea Short 
Chelcea (she/her) is a singer-songwriter and composer studying Composition at MacEwan 
University. Although she’s always loved singing and performing, Chelcea began writing 
music a few years ago and has been lucky to learn from the Bachelor of Music program 
industry professionals. Singing is a source of joy and comfort; writing has become a way 
of self-expression and learning experience with every new song. She learns a lot from her 
peers and has been inspired by artists such as Ariana Grande, Alaina Castillo, JoJo, and 
Phoebe Bridgers. This is the beginning of her musical journey, and she looks forward to 
growing in the years to come.

Sunday, March 5 | 11:00am - 1:00pm
Block 1912 (10361 82 Ave NW)
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Celebrate “Her Night Out” with dinner and a show! Enjoy deals* on appetizers, wine 
and beer at everyone’s favourite pasta place while listening to the sweet sounds of our 
featured performers! Then head down the street to one of SkirtsAfire’s shows!

* 50% off appetizers, $6 6oz glasses of wine, $6 pints of Grasshopper and Traditional.  
Reservation at Chianti required to receive discounts. Call 780.439.9829 and let them  
know you’re booking for “SkirtsAfire” to save your seat!

Wendy Gregson & Renee McLachlan 
Artists Supported by Kathleen & Denis Meyer 
Photo by BB Collective 
Earthy vocals, stunning harmonies, and transcendent original 
lyrics define this Edmonton based mother-daughter duo.  
Their fresh and soulful take on Folk music is infused with 
masterful guitar, guitalele, banjo, violin, and percussion. Renee 
grew up watching her Mom, Wendy, write and perform, but 
never could’ve imagined that they would be touring and 
recording together. After some major life challenges, making 
music together became a lifeline and they haven’t stopped 
since 2013. They also co-wrote a song and performed with 
multi Juno award winning artist, Bill Bourne at the Heart Of  
The City Festival in Edmonton, AB. Wendy & Renee’s unique 
sound has taken them all over BC & AB. 
 
 
Jillian Treidler with Mission Song 
Photo by Joselito II De Los Angeles 
Jillian Treidler is a singer, songwriter, producer from Edmonton, 
Alberta. Her music has been described as “R&B that’s gone 
to school”, but she takes a lot of influence from bedroom 
pop as well. With songs like “Safe” and “Funhouse Mirrors”, 
she tastefully brings up complex topics, (such as the #metoo 
movement and body image issues), but softens the blow with 
fluffy, kind songs like “be gentle” and “Take Care”. Her music 
is readily available to stream or purchase on most streaming 
sites. Jillian Treidler’s goal is to make people feel heard and 
understood while listening to her music, while staying true to 
herself and telling her story.

Wednesday, March 8 | 5:00pm - 7:00pm
International Women’s Day  
Chianti Cafe & Restaurant (10501 82 Ave NW)

Thursday, March 9 | 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Chianti Cafe & Restaurant (10501 82 Ave NW)

Ariana Brophy Trio 
Artist Supported by Lilli Chevrier 
Photo by Luke Jansen 

Born and raised in Amiskwacîwâskahikan (Edmonton, AB, Canada), 
singer-songwriter Ariana Brophy’s music has been described as the 
songwriting equivalent of mulled wine — sweet, tinged with nostalgia, 
and perfectly paired with a rainy evening and fireplace. Initially taking 
inspiration from her youth spent in the beautiful surroundings of her 
Northern Turtle Island (Canada), Ariana has been drawing listeners 
into her unique inner world since long before her solo musical journey 
formally began in 2015. Praised for her gorgeous vocals and heart-
wrenching lyrics, Brophy skillfully pairs story and song in a way that is 
rich, transportive, and connected to the depth of human experience. 
 
Dara Schindelka 
Photo by Colin Hubick Photography 

Dara Schindelka is a Canadian female folksinger with a touch of the 
north and the pull of the prairies. Dara is currently touring her latest 
album, Saturn Returns, across Canada with grateful support from 
SOCAN, Creative Saskatchewan and Cherry Tree Music Fund and is 
completing her research for a new project that explores the history/
herstory of women in traditional folksongs with a new album in the 
works thanks to the SaskArts and the Independent Artist Grant. 
Dara chooses to support festivals and venues that support and bring 
awareness to women’s issues. 
 
Natalie B 

Natalie B is a versatile artist who uses mediums such as music, paint, 
stories or even old barns to recreate emotions and remind those 
around her that they are loved and important. She is passionate about 
humans and is always looking for ways to inspire and ignite hope.  
I’m Natalie and this is my mission. To inspire, to love, to help you to 
find rest, to remind you that ‘You Can’, to give you a place to go to 
get away from the everyday and remember what we already have  
all around us….And never forget, You are Beloved. 
Cheers! -Natalie B

THE KEY OF ME AT CHIANTI
LIVE MUSIC & GREAT FOOD

BY 
DONATION 

AT THE 
DOOR
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JUNOFEST PRESENTED BY CBC 
MUSIC AT BLOCK 1912

In celebration of the JUNOS in Edmonton, we’re excited to be a part of 
JUNOfest, presenting two incredible local singer-songwriters in the cozy 
Block 1912 cafe. Be sure to join us at The Gateway Theatre at 9pm for 2 more 
bands that are sure to get you dancing all night long!

LISE 
Lise is a 21 year old singer-songwriter born in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. From the young age of 7 she started her singing career in the 
classical realm of music, and then later made her way into fields such as 
pop alternative with some influences in R&B. 
Lise’s spontaneous writing style reflects her day to day life, thoughts, 
interactions, experiences and imaginations, while also laying out all 
of her emotions and feelings for all to see. Her vision is to musically 
capture pieces of a picture in hopes that when you eventually put 
everything together, you’ll get a glimpse of what’s actually going on 
inside her head, and maybe see what makes Lise… Lise.  
“So at the end of the day I make music to figure out more about 
myself and to figure out… who am I?” 
 
Kate Blechinger 
Photo by Raine Radtke 
Kate Blechinger is an inventive singer-songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist based in Amiskwaciwâskahikan (Edmonton, AB). Pairing 
the rich harmony and spirited improvisation of jazz with sincere 
storytelling born out of the folk genre, Kate crafts a musical fusion that 
is personal, poetic, and playful. Kate’s acclaimed debut album, “Under a 
Dancing Sky”, pays tribute to Joni Mitchell, and features innovative folk-
jazz arrangements of Joni Mitchell’s compositions alongside several of 
Kate’s original songs.

Friday, March 10 | 5:30pm - 7:00pm
Block 1912 (10361 82 Ave NW)

THE KEY OF ME AT BLOCK 1912
LIVE MUSIC & GREAT TREATS

Head over to the neighbourhood’s 
favourite coffee spot and enjoy our 
singer-songwriters as they share their 
inspiring talents!

Natalie B 
Natalie B is a versatile artist who uses mediums such as music, paint, stories or 
even old barns to recreate emotions and remind those around her that they 
are loved and important. She is passionate about humans and is always looking 
for ways to inspire and ignite hope. 
 
Shannon Brown 
Photo by Emma Brown Production 
Shannon Brown is a local student & singer-songwriter with a passion for folk 
music and the stories of women and queer folks. She mixes her interests 
in both the literary and musical atmospheres to bring forward a sound that 
celebrates both the soft and raging side of her role as a woman in folk music. 
When she isn’t reading or fiddling with her own music, she can be found 
worshipping artists like Joni Mitchell, Joan Armatrading, & Tracy Chapman. 
 
Dara Schindelka 
Colin Hubick Photography 
Dara Schindelka is a Canadian female folksinger with a touch of the north 
and the pull of the prairies. Dara is currently touring her latest album, 
Saturn Returns, across Canada with grateful support from SOCAN, Creative 
Saskatchewan and Cherry Tree Music Fund and is completing her research 
for a new project that explores the history/herstory of women in traditional 
folksongs with a new album in the works thanks to the SaskArts and the 
Independent Artist Grant. Dara chooses to support festivals and venues that 
support and bring awareness to women’s issues.

Saturday, March 11 | 11:00am - 1:00pm
Block 1912 (10361 82 Ave NW)

BY 
DONATION 

AT THE 
DOOR
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@capitalgmcbuick @CapitalGMCBuickEdmonton

PROUD TO SUPPORT

9751 - 34th Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6E 5X9

780-435-4000

@capitalgmcbuick @CapitalGMCBuickEdmonton

SHOP NOW!



S A T U R D A Y
MARCH 11

NORETA LEWIS-PRINCE 
LIVE MUSIC - 9:20pm - 10:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

THE KEY OF ME @ CHIANTI
5:00pm - 7:00pm

CHIANTI CAFE & RESTAURANT

LATE NIGHT AT THE GATEWAY: 
COMEDY & MUSIC

9:00pm - 11:00pm | GATEWAY THEATRE

THE KEY OF ME @ CHIANTI
5:00pm - 7:00pm

CHIANTI CAFE & RESTAURANT

S A T U R D A Y
MARCH 4

THE KEY OF ME @ BLOCK 1912
11:00am - 1:00pm
BLOCK 1912 CAFE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
7:30pm - 8:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

THE KEY OF ME @ BLOCK 1912
11:00am - 1:00pm
BLOCK 1912 CAFE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
7:30pm - 8:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

OFF THE PAGE
9:00pm - 10:45pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

SONGS IN THE SANCTUARY
7:00pm - 8:30pm

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

THE SHOE PROJECT
7:30pm - 9:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

T H U R S D A Y
MARCH 9

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
7:30pm - 8:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

emBODYment
7:30pm - 9:00pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS 
PREVIEW

7:30pm - 8:30pm | WESTBURY THEATRE

JUNOFEST AT BLOCK 1912
5:30pm - 7:00pm
BLOCK 1912 CAFE

T U E S D A Y
MARCH 7

F R I D A Y
MARCH 3

NIKÂWIY ᓂᑳᐃᐧᕀ
7:00pm - 8:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
7:30pm - 8:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS 
OPENING RECEPTION & PERFORMANCE

6:30pm-8:30pm | WESTBURY THEATRE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
7:30pm - 8:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

W E D N E S D A Y
MARCH 8

LATE NIGHT AT THE GATEWAY: MUSIC
9:00pm - 11:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

JUNOFEST AT THE GATEWAY
9:00pm - 11:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

NIKÂWIY ᓂᑳᐃᐧᕀ
7:00pm - 8:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

S U N D A Y
MARCH 5

T H U R S D A Y
MARCH 2

S U N D A Y
MARCH 12

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
7:30pm - 8:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

THE KEY OF ME @ BLOCK 1912
11:00am - 1:00pm
BLOCK 1912 CAFE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
1:30pm - 2:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

THE SPACE BETWEEN STARS
1:30pm - 2:30pm

WESTBURY THEATRE

F R I D A Y
MARCH 10

THE SHOE PROJECT
4:30pm - 6:00pm

GATEWAY THEATRE

FEEL THE HEAT!  MARCH 2 - 12,2023

FOLLOWING 
THE SHOE 
PROJECT

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S

DAY!

OPENING CEREMONIES & 
A-LINE VARIETY SHOW

7:00pm - 9:30pm 
GATEWAY THEATRE PRESENTED 

BY 
CBC MUSIC

PRESENTED 
BY CBC MUSIC

Scan for 
Digital Festival 
Schedule

VENUE 
INFORMATION
WESTBURY THEATRE
FRINGE THEATRE ARTS BARNS
10330-84 Avenue

GATEWAY THEATRE
8529 Gateway Blvd NW
Venue Sponsored by 
Capital GMC Buick

CHIANTI CAFE & RESTAURANT
10501 82 Ave NW

BLOCK 1912
10361 82 Ave NW

HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH
10037 84 Ave NW

EDMONTON’S THEATRE AND MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
ARTS FESTIVAL FEATURING THE WORK OF WOMEN!     

EVENTS IN RED ARE BY DONATION

CATERED 
BY OTTO 

FOOD 
& DRINK

ALL OTHERS ARE TICKETED EVENTS
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Eleven-year-old flutist Grace is a proud member of the Youth Orchestra 
of Northern Alberta. With funding from Edmonton Community 
Foundation, YONA-Sistema is helping young people living in 
priority neighbourhoods learn social skills, receive support, succeed 
academically, and gain confidence through music.

Donations to ECF inspire hope, create opportunity and enhance the Edmonton 
lifestyle. We work with our donors to give, grow and transform.
ecfoundation.org hits all the right notes.

Charity begins at Home.

Well
Played.

NORTHERN  
LIGHT  
THEATRE

A P R  2 1  -  M AY  6
Tickets start at $37

WARNING: Adult Content and Language

Tatty Hennessy’s

P r o u d  S u p p o r t e r  o f

WHERE THE MUSIC BEGINS.
5 STORES IN EDMONTON: HIGHLANDS - MAYFIELD - NORTH - SOUTH - WHYTE

9219 28 Avenue NW
(780) 432-0102
Edmonton South



Songs in the Sanctuary 2020. Photo by BB Collective.

This celebration of women’s voices will feature 3 local women’s choir performances and 
headliner Maddie Storvold. 

Maddie Storvold and bass player Jill McKenna, will detail the history of Canadian women 
in songwriting. The performance will pay homage to the women who have shaped our 
arts and culture history in Canada, and will feature the music of Joni Mitchell, Buffy Sainte 
Marie, Kate McGarrigle, Alannah Myles, Alanis Morisette, Shania Twain, Sheryl Crow, k.d. 
lang, and Avril Lavigne, as well as contemporary working songwriters like Dana Wylie, Rose 
Cousins, Kathleen Edwards, and more. The performance will move chronologically through 
song and story.

Featuring: 
ChandraTala Choir   
ChandraTala, under the direction of Laura Hawley, was founded 
in September 2019 and is the newest ensemble of the Kokopelli 
Choirs (Scott Leithead, Artistic Director). An upper voices choir for 
experienced soprano and alto singers of any gender identity, the 
choir’s Sanskrit name translates “rhythm of the moon.”  
 
The choir has performed with the Canadian Chamber Choir, Ariose 
Women’s Choir, collaborated with local Edmonton musicians, 
premiered several new Canadian works, and performed with singer-

songwriter Maddie Storvold and Bella Voce in SkirtsAfire Festival in 2020. During the period from 
March 2020 to June 2021, during the COVID-19 pandemic isolation period, ChandraTala participated 
in the Sonic Timelapse project, commissioned two new works by Canadian female composers, and 
pursued a flexible but rich season of workshops with composers and clinicians, small group and 
virtual choir projects, including a cross-Canada virtual choir collaboration with six of Canada’s top 
upper-voices/women’s ensembles. The choir continues to perform and collaborate throughout the 
community, pursue diverse repertoire, and work with clinicians locally and nationally.  

Saturday, March 4 | 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Holy Trinity Church (10037 84 Ave NW)

WOMEN’S CHOIR FESTIVAL

 
Ariose Women’s Choir 
Ariose is an award-winning, nationally recognized choir of singers from all walks of life. 
Based in Edmonton, Alberta, and led by artistic director Jolaine Kerley, the group enjoys 
the challenge of exploring and performing music of various styles and genres with the 
goal of exposing audiences to a vast array of women’s choral music. Ariose presents its 
own concert series and offers free performances at various community functions. 
 
Founded in 1995 by Dr. Marilyn Kerley, Ariose has built a legacy of excellence in 
choral music, and has filled a unique role in Canada’s choral landscape. The group 
regularly performs pieces by Canadian artists, and has commissioned several works by 
Canadian composers, including Allan Bevan, Ramona Luengen, and Christine Donkin. 
In 2021, Ariose took part in the Sonic Timelapse project, co-commissioning a three 
movement work by Vancouver-based composer, Katerina Gimon. This year, Ariose is 
co-commissioning a multi-movement work for treble voices, composed by Edmonton-
based composer, Laura Hawley.  
 
Cantabo Women’s Ensemble 
This non-auditioned women’s ensemble directed by Joy Berg, under Sanctuary Sounds, 
meets once a week for an hour – Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30pm at Christ Church 
Anglican – singing sacred repertoire from a variety of eras, from unison to SSAA. The 
choir participates in the Christ Church worship service twice a year, adding to the 
music provided by the Christ Church Choir. As well, this ensemble participated in the 
Lessons and Carols service at Christ Church in December, provided community concerts 
at Christmas, and will be providing some community collaborations in concerts in the 
spring, plus a concert on their own on May 1.

Maddie Storvold 
Maddie Storvold is the black sheep love child of comedian Steven Wright and protest 
singer Joan Baez. Born on an air force base in Northern Alberta, but raised a nomad, 
based in the Middle East, she had traveled to over 30 countries by the time she turned 
18 and moved back to Canada to complete a degree in English & Philosophy at Western 
University. This wealth of diverse cultural experiences and the intimate study of the 
craft of words can certainly be heard in the singer’s music. Often compared to Joni 
Mitchell, Storvold possesses compassion and storytelling abilities far beyond her 
years, and delivers these qualities to audiences with a honeyed, impassioned voice and 
emotive fingerpicking.

SONGS IN THE SANCTUARY
FEATURING MADDIE STORVOLD

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door (plus applicable fees). 
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 
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Ready to laugh? Sit back and let our line-up of comedic talent tickle your funny bones all 
night long, with musical guest Cupid’s Heart.

Saturday, March 4 | 9:00pm - 11:00pm
Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

WOMEN’S CHOIR FESTIVALLATE NIGHT AT THE GATEWAY
COMEDY & MUSIC

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door (plus applicable fees).  
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910.  
 
Content Warning: This event features content that is for adults, featuring flashing lights, 
blood, crude language, and one act specifically references eating disorders. 

Rebecca Merkley, Emcee 
Rebecca Merkley is a multifaceted theatre artist whose work has earned 
her 4 Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Award Nominations for Outstanding Fringe 
Production, “The Unsyncables,” Best Fringe New Work, “Rivercity the Musical,” 
Best Fringe New Work and Outstanding Dramatic Performance by an Actor, “5 
South.” She writes, composes, directs, produces and performs her own work, 
which is played to sold-out audiences throughout Alberta. She is the first 
recipient of the Gerald Osborn Playwriting Award. She is currently writing a new 
musical that will debut this summer! www.dammitammy.com 
 
Emma Ryan, ED 
Meet your new life coach, ED. He is determined to get your life back on track. 
Though his skills are intense and may question your ethics, there is nothing ED will 
not do to help you get in complete control of your life. Meet ED and get to know 
him. You may learn a thing or two. 
Emma Ryan (she/her) is an actor, choreographer, and director currently based 
in Treaty 6 Territory. She is a recent graduate of the BFA Acting program at the 
University of Alberta. Her goal as an artist is to open conversations and destroy 
stigmas that have been set and have narrowed our greater understanding. 
 
Lauren Brady, TeddyBEAR 
Lauren Brady is a multidisciplinary artist born in Calgary, Alberta, on Treaty 7 
territory. In 2021, she graduated from the BFA in Acting program with distinction 
at the University of Alberta and entered the Alberta arts community. As a 
creator Lauren is known for her combination of clown and contemporary 
dance. She has created dance clown works in festivals across Alberta including 
The Nextfest Festival, Fluid Festival and The Common Clown festival. In 2021, 
she received a Canada Council Grant and created “interWEBBED,” a sci-fi clown 
thriller that premiered at Nextfest this past June. Other Selected creation credits: 
MediaTAKEover - Common Clown Cabaret & LOST IN CONNECTION - Fluid Fest 

Marie Carrillos Avalos, Improvisation 
Marie is a performing artist and technician who has trained at the University of 
Calgary, Playhouse North (Calgary) and the Annoyance Theatre (Chicago). She has 
since worked in Calgary and Edmonton doing improv and theatre (Selected credits 
with: Grindstone Theatre, Malachite Theatre, The Kinkonauts, Fire Exit Theatre, 
Shakespeare by the Bow/Theatre Calgary). 
 
 
Bat Rabbit Collective, The Radical Re-education of a Digital 
Generation, Internet Hygiene, and Being AFK 
Follow Ily through a multi-media neo-bouffon monologue examining the hellscape of 
the online world, internet hygiene and her online persona. Is the internet bad for you? 
Maybe. Ily has a lot of questions, and not a lot of answers. Let’s uncover the truth 
together… 
Bat Rabbit is a collective based on Treaty 6 territory created by emerging artists 
Dayna Lea Hoffmann and Abby McDougall: two University of Alberta BFA graduates. 
Together, they have been collaborating on clown-focused theatre and film for the last 
two years. Their focus as a collective is to explore clown, comedy, and gender. 
 
 
Wee Witches, Allergic to Water 
Melusina, the oldest daughter, of an oldest daughter, of an oldest daughter, is on trial. 
Her crime? Possessing a body that cannot be believed. 
A story of intergenerational bathtubs, a mysterious chronic illness, and a barista with 
a top-secret brew, performed with the musical accompaniment of an extremely 
talented albatross. 
 
Created and performed by Jacqueline Russell 
Composed and performed by Jeremy Gignoux 
Directed by Christine Lesiak 

 
 
Cupid’s Heart, Musical Act 
Artists Sponsored by MOD Accounting & Tax 
A new queer Sask duo is delivering a pleasing combination of cello and electric guitar 
amidst low textured female vocals. Bringing a considerable amount of energy to the 
table, Cupid’s Heart plays with a full feel more common to large groups, and weaves 
together an atmosphere which is at once both hypnotic and energizing. Loosely 
categorized as indie rock, the band released their first single, Juliet, on October 7th 
2022; described as “Chrissie Hynde Pretenders vibes with a pinch of Nirvana” by Scott 
Roos of North Sask Music Zine. The band is anticipating the release of an additional 
single from their debut EP early 2023.

VENUE SPONSORED BY:
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Melanie Doderai, Aerial Violin & Contemporary Dance 
Melanie Smith-Doderai is an active member of the Alberta Registered 
Music Teachers Association and holds an Advanced Specialist Certification 
from the Royal Conservatory of Music in Canada. Melanie’s passion for 
aerial arts began in 2006. Since then, she has completed a wide array of 
teacher certification programs and instructs at various dance studios in 
Edmonton. In 2018, Melanie combined her passion for music and aerial 
arts into a unique and innovative art form that is both inspiring and 
visually compelling. Audiences can expect to be compelled by Melanie’s 
playing while suspended in the air using aerial fabric, an aerial hoop, a 
lollipop lyra or a two-point hip harness. Melanie is proud to have the  
title of being Canada’s first aerial silk violinist and was recently  
featured on Canada’s Got Talent. You can find out more about her  
at www.silkandstrings.ca

Fragmented Journeys, Aerial & Dance 
Dancer & Movement Dramaturg | Deviani Andrea  
Writer & Performer | Philip Hackborn  
Aerial Artists & Producers | Caitlin Mader, Sandra Olarte  
Aerial Artists | Rayel Komant, Anna Lubchenko,  
Kendra Lywood, Charece Pearman, Alana Sawyer, Kennedy Tkach 
 
We are always moving. Always leaving and arriving. Walking, dancing, traveling. 
We move from one room to the next one, from a philosophy or an idea 
that no longer defines us to a new one that better describes who we have 
become. From a place that is no longer home, to a land that promises a better 
future. From childhood to adulthood to old age, we are always on the move, 
changing, evolving, growing, until our final curtain call. A combination of aerial 
circus arts, contemporary dance, and theatre, “Fragmented Journeys” presents 
a series of glimpses into the everyday journey of life. The small interval of 
time the artists share with us is but a fragment of their personal journey.

Audrey Boccara, Aerial Dance 
Audrey Boccara is a pluri-disciplinary artist who constantly 
expands her artistry by exploring exciting forms of movement 
and incorporating new skills into her practice. Her creativity 
and passion led her to dive into the circus world. She combines 
the grace and fluidity of ballet with the incredible strength and 
uniqueness of aerial dance. 

Audrey’s artistic vision is driven by her desire to create a 
performance that is both visually stunning and emotionally 
impactful. For this performance, she takes on the role of 
Carmen, a flirtatious and free-spirited woman who embraces her 
sensuality and uses it as a source of power and attraction. Audrey 
will take the audience on a journey of liberation, showcasing the 
beauty and strength of a woman who is unapologetically herself.

emBODYment is back with an array of awe-inspiring movement pieces from floor to 
ceiling – all in one evening of impactful moments in motion.

Sunday, March 5 | 7:30pm - 9:00pm
Westbury Theatre, Fringe Theatre Arts Barns (10330 84 Avenue)

emBODYment
AERIAL & DANCE

Tickets are $18 for adults and $15 for students/seniors (plus applicable fees).  
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

Artists Sponsored by

Trik n, Traditional Indian Dance 
Artists Supported by Bernadette Gasslein 

Choreographers/Performers | Hemali Boorada, Marla Palakkamanil & Shakthi Ganesh  
This trio is composed of 2nd generation Traditional Indian artists, hailing from 3 different 
classical art forms: Kuchipudi (Hemali), Kathak (Marla) and Bharathnatyam (Shakthi).  
Working on a choreography, known in India as a “Jugalbandi” meaning ‘entwined’, the artists 
will highlight each art form under one song. The work will exhibit the beautiful intricacies 
and movements of each form concluding with a merging of the three styles together.  
This piece is a confluence of the individuality and similarity of our dance forms, hence the 
name ‘Trik n’: meaning 3 points.

Growing up in Canada, we all struggled to find a balance in our identities. Dance has been 
a big grounding feature for all of us. We share very similar stories;  growing up we started 
to notice how in India there are vast differences in tradition and customs by state. This 
applies to our art as well. As we grew, we were able to see the beauty in the similarities and 
cohesion of Indian art. With this piece we want to show the unity in art throughout India. 
We will each be presenting our unique art form, ending with a confluence of all 3 styles 
(Kuchipudi, Kathak and Bharathnatyam). This performance will be a pure and uncolonized 
version of Indian dance and tradition. Though raised in Canada, we are proud to continue 
presenting our art in its true and authentic form.
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The Tent With A Thousand Doors by The Tiger’s Hearts Collective 
Amena Shehab, Poet 
Danielle LaRose, Musician 
Lebo Disele, Performer 
Featuring Artwork by Aboud Salman 

What can we tell you? I am we, and we are who I am. We are the story, and 
I am the storyteller. Today, we tell these stories in many languages and our 
stories move from right to left, and back again. Tomorrow belongs to us. 
Who are we now? I am Amena. We are bedouin, bidoon, between. In my 
heart, we hold the stories from behind a thousand doors. 
The Tiger’s Hearts Collective is thrilled to present “The Tent With a 
Thousand Doors”; a sensory exploration of the rich and vibrant poetry of 
Amena Shehab, performed by Lebo Disele and accompanied by musician 
Danielle LaRose. 
 
Traveller—Vox Virago*: Vocalising a Virus: the Spanish Lady Sheds a 
Century of Silence 
The Travellers Collective 
Kathy Fisher | Poet, Producer, Director, “The Spanish Flu” 
Donna Mae Mohrmann | Piano, Banjo, Vocals 
Alex | Guitar, Vocals 
Monica Grove | Violin, Vocals 
Reinhold Mayerhofer | Guitar 
Nermeen Youssef | Dramaturge, Troubadrix 

 
Traveller—Vox Virago is a cinematic spoken-word and music performance, 
where the Spanish Flu vocalises her narrative, her story, in her own 
words. Accompanied by The Travellers, a multi-instrumentalist musical 
ensemble, the Virago invites you to time-travel with energy, verve, and 
mystery. Listen as the words and music weave their dark tale, with music 
interpreting, exploding and acting as a counterpoint to the Spanish Lady’s 
braggadocio and relentlessness. 

WORDS UNZIPPED

What better way to spend International Women’s Day than by immersing yourself in storytelling, 
poetry,  history, feminism, music and performance art? What starts as words on the page is 
brought to life where we get to meet ordinary and extraordinary women in creative and surprising 
ways. Be sure to check out the Key of Me at Chianti (pg 20) before the show!

Wednesday, March 8 | 9:00pm - 10:45pm
Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

Breaking Ground 
“Breaking Ground” is a devised, interdisciplinary performance that began 
as an exploration of roots and evolved into a reflection on Black migration 
to Canada and what it means to make home in a new place. It is collective 
creation by Lebo Disele, Mpoe Mogale, Cherelle George, Elsa Robinson and 
Timiro Mohamed. We invite audiences to break ground with us, to witness 
our coming into ourselves, as we find home in a new place and honour 
those who came before us. 
 
Catch an excerpt of “Breaking Ground” in the A-Line Variety Show (pg 16) 
on March 2! 

Amelia Kaminski, Fiddle & Storytelling 
Amelia Kaminski is a professional Edmonton-based musician with over 40 
years of experience. Although she began her studies in classical music, she 
became passionate about traditional musical styles including Scottish, Irish, 
French-Canadian, Metis, and Old Time to name a few. Amelia weaves the 
tunes together with storytelling, creating a wonderful opportunity for the 
audience to use their imagination!

OFF THE PAGE
THEATRICAL NEW WORKS

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door (plus applicable fees).  
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

Equity, Opportunity, Choice

Celebrating 115 years in Edmonton

*vox noun. voice  -  virago noun. woman, heroine, manlike woman 
Content Warning: death, illness, period language and concepts re: race and class.
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Experience the compelling and melodic journey 
of Nikâwiy; an ensemble of Indigenous women 
exquisitely blending contemporary and traditional 
music, dance and storytelling with a fierce and inspiring 
interpretation of the reciprocal relationship between 
nature and motherhood. With haunting harmonies and 
powerful lyrical imagery Nikâwiy, meaning ‘my mother’ 
in Cree, weaves together a breathtaking performance 
reflecting our significant and fragile connection to 
mother earth.

Thursday, March 9 & Friday, March 10 | 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

NIKÂWIY ᓂᑳᐃᐧᕀ
INDIGENOUS MUSIC, DANCE & STORYTELLING

Tickets are $27 for adults and $21 for students/seniors (plus applicable fees).  
10 Pay-What-You-Can tickets available per performance. Purchase online at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

This event is 
supported by 
the Edmonton 
Heritage 
Council and 
the City of 
Edmonton. 

Cindy Paul, Curator 
Cindy Paul is an established producer, songwriter, recording artist and 
educator. Her passion for sharing her Cree/Metis northern stories and 
her unique sound captured her nominations from New York’s Native 
American Music and Canadian Folk Music Awards and her original 
composition “He Can Fancy Dance” is internationally recognized for 
residential school education and cultural awareness. Cindy facilitates 
music and video production, song writing and visual art workshops 
across Canada and is an advocate for health and healing through 
natural therapies, music and art.

Nîpisîy  ᓂᐱᓯᕀ 
Debbie Houle, Donita Large, Cindy Paul & Sherryl Sewepagaham 
Nîpisîy is an Indigenous women’s ensemble blending Indigenous 
tradition and contemporary vocal harmonies with rhythms in the 
spirit of happiness, health and healing. Nîpisîy, meaning willow in 
Cree, perfectly embodies the authentic intention of combining four 
veteran vocalists to create a powerful and melodic collaboration which 
intertwines the strength of women’s voices. 

Stephanie Harpe  
Stephanie Harpe is an International Advocate for MMEIP Murdered or 
Missing and Exploited Indigenous Peoples, Murder Attempt, Exploitation 
Survivor and Family member who was a part of public testimony for 
the National Inquiry. Keynote Speaker for United Nations, traveled 50 
Indigenous communities in western Canada and hosted MMEIP support 
group for 3 years. Completed 2 provincial action plans for Alberta for 
the National Action Plan, Grassroots works with oppressed people on 
human rights, safety and security. Developed 16 topics for Wellness 
and Safety Super clinics, lived experience coaching. Invited to London, 
Dubai and Malaysia for the largest youth conferences in the world to 
speak the truth of how Indigenous people have to survive their own 
country called Canada. Tedx Talk titled Indigenous Suffering and Survival 
to Success. An award nominated singer and songwriter for Stephanie 
Harpe Experience (S.H.E.), Actress and former casting agent for local to 
Hollywood productions. Indigenous truth and training is at an all time 
high demand as she is a Survivor, Daughter of a Murdered Mother and 
Niece of Historical Chief of Fort McKay First Nations.

Hayden Large 
Hayden Large is a young multi-talented Cree/Mohawk artist living in 
Edmonton, Alberta. She enjoys pow-wow dancing in Fancy Dance style, 
and has performed at school and community events. She has strong 
vocal abilities, and her favourite genres are pop, rock and traditional 
Indigenous music. Hayden has sang “O Canada” in Cree and English 
for an Edmonton’s National Indigenous Day video and was a feature in 
the “Travelling Song: One Rattle, One People” video. Hayden is also an 
aspiring actor.

Adrianne Beauregarde, Set Designer 
Adrianne Beauregarde is a Métis interdisciplinary artist based in 
Edmonton ᐊᒥᐢᑿᒌᐚᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ (amiskwacîwâskahikan), Alberta whose 
work engages in critical discourse. She views the arts through a 
contemporary Indigenous lens and finds inspiration in the world around 
her; she enjoys translating that into visual works that drive a story and 
viewer engagement. Beauregarde graduated from the University of 
Alberta’s Fine Art & Design Program where she majored in sculpture 
and intermedia. She has over a decade of experience working with art 
organizations in the community such as SkirtsAfire, Latitude53, John  
and Maggie Mitchell Art Gallery (MAG), Lowlands Gallery, and Nextfest 
Arts Company.

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

Event Sponsored by

SkirtsAfire Festival  |  3938  |  SkirtsAfire Festival



In celebration of the JUNOs in Edmonton, we’re excited to be a part of JUNOfest, 
presenting two incredible local bands that are sure to get you dancing all night long! 
Consider starting off your evening at JUNOfest at Block 1912 (pg 22) with local singer-
songwriters and some delicious treats!

Friday, March 10 | 9:00pm - 11:00pm
Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

WOMEN’S CHOIR FESTIVALJUNOFEST PRESENTED BY CBC MUSIC:
D’ORJAY THE SINGING SHAMAN & KAELEY JADE AT  
THE GATEWAY THEATRE

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door (plus applicable fees).  
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

D’orjay The Singing Shaman 
This ain’t your grandaddy’s country music, despite 
it paying homage to the classic country D’orjay The 
Singing Shaman grew up with in rural Alberta. And it 
sure as hell ain’t stadium girls-trucks-beer country. 
Instead, she colours outside the lines with anthemic, 
bold blues, honky-tonk and rock-flavoured roots 
with a distinct queer, Black twist. A self-described 
late bloomer, at 35 she grabbed the mic, releasing 
her critically acclaimed debut, the apropos-named 
New Kind of Outlaw November 2020. It charms with 
a yee-haw agenda anthem, a touching ode to her 
grandmother, a unique and disarming rendition of 
The Wallflowers’ “One Headlight” and conjures a rural 
highway trailer bar. Her powerful warm voice guides 
orchestration featuring piano, syncopated electric 
guitar, paced banjo, fiddle and steel guitar, all with a 
healing self-reflection. 

Kaeley Jade – Vocalist 
Gabriel Gagnon – Guitarist 
Meegan Sweet – Keyboardist 

Kelsey Wood – Bassist 
Jordan Poirier – Drummer

D’orjay The Singing Shaman – Lead Vocals 
Bramwell Park – Acoustic Guitar/Percussion 
Nadine Kellman – Bass 
Darrek Anderson – Pedal Steel/ Mandolin 
Sahil Chugh – Keyboard 

Kija Lado – BG vocals 
Lindsay Pratt – BG Vocals

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

Artists Sponsored by

Event Sponsored by

Kaeley Jade 
Photo by Mollie Laura 

A vibrant presence with a voice like velvet, singer/songwriter Kaeley 
Jade weaves lush imagery and hooky melodic lines to craft music 
that is both poignant and playful. A Summer Solstice Indigenous 
Music Award nominee, Kaeley has performed on stages across 
Canada including the Edmonton Indigenous Peoples Festival, Taste 
of Edmonton, and Tkaronto Music Festival. Her music has been 
added to major playlists across streaming giants and has received 
radio play across North America, and her last release, “Painless,” 
hit #1 on the charts of the Indigenous Music Countdown. A 
multidisciplinary artist, Kaeley recently joined forces with playwright 
Trevor Schmidt at Northern Light Theatre to write the critically-
acclaimed musical Two-Headed/Half-Hearted, which saw its 
worldwide premiere in April 2022. Reminiscent of artists like Maggie 
Rogers and The Lumineers, she explores the power of relationships 
in her polished brand of indie pop. Her debut full-length album, 
Turpentine, was released in September 2022.

Photo by April MacDonald Killins
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Shoes accompany us on our journeys. They are with us wherever we go, they say who we 
are, where we came from, and where we are going.

Saturday, March 11 | 7:30pm  
followed by a special musical performance by Noreta Lewis-Prince

Sunday, March 12 | 4:30pm

Gateway Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd NW)

WOMEN’S CHOIR FESTIVALTHE SHOE PROJECT

Tickets are $27 for adults and $21 for students/seniors (plus applicable fees).  
10 Pay-What-You-Can tickets available per performance.  
Purchase online at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or by calling (780) 409 1910. 

The Shoe Project is a national initiative that amplifies the voices of Canadian immigrant 
and refugee women through storytelling. Whether selected by choice or imposed by 
circumstance the shoes we wear can make or break a journey, shape our experiences, and 
open doors to our future. The Shoe Project 2023 is Edmonton’s second live iteration of 
this compelling project. In December, a group of immigrant and refugee women began 
working with veteran Canadian playwright Conni Massing to write stories of their arrival and 
adaptation to Canada centred around a pair of shoes they have worn. Once their stories were 
complete, each woman was coached by local theatre professionals and they now tell their 
story for audiences in a revelatory public performance.

Featuring: 
Mila Oz, Turkey 
Christiane Abuimama Endeguele, Cameroon 
Naviatou, Cameroon 
Ruth Sun, China 
Taiba Atimadi, Afghanistan 

 
Rana Nakhal, Syria 
Nargis Attaiee, Afghanistan 
Rachel Amani, Ivory Coast 
Muska Sharif, Afghanistan 
Nasrin Hashemi, Afghanistan

Artistic Team: 
Amena Shehab, Project Coordinator 
Betty Hushlak, Associate Producer 
Conni Massing, Writing Mentor 

 
Alyson Connolly, Voice & Speech Coach 
Pat Darbasie, Acting Coach

The Shoe Project’s mission is to advance education by providing programs, courses, 
workshops and seminars to immigrant and refugee women to develop their written 
and oral skills, as well as their leadership skills. Thank you to The Shoe Project 
Charity for their guidance and contributions towards the Edmonton chapter of this 
initiative. To find out more about the shoe project charity based in Toronto,  
visit theshoeproject.online.

The Shoe Project is Supported by

PRESENTED BY SKIRTSAFIRE FESTIVAL WITH  
WORKSHOP WEST PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE IN  

ASSOCIATION WITH THE SHOE PROJECT CHARITY

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

Content Warning: The Shoe Project deals with subject matter around immigration, refugee camps, war, and 
other hardships while fleeing a country and traveling to a new one. While many stories can be uplifting and 
happy, there will be some tragic, sad, and harrowing stories shared as well.

Noreta Lewis-Prince 
Special Musical Performance following the show on March 11  
Noreta Lewis-Prince was born in Jamaica where she taught youths music, drama, 
dance, and poetry. She now resides in Alberta and is passionate about making people 
happy through the arts. Noreta is a singer and a music teacher by profession and 
taught in the public school in Jamaica for 8 years before migrating to Canada. In 2019 
Noreta lost her nephew/adopted son Chiyano when gunmen killed him for crossing a 
bridge. Noreta vows to make sure he will not be forgotten as long as she lives and to 
tell of the beautiful soul he was. In 2021 Noreta had the privilege of sharing her story 
with The Shoe Project and SkirtsAfire.

These performances will open your heart and transform your perceptions of 
what it means to be Canadian.
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SkirtsAfire Founding Board of Directors

Marie Gynane-Willis
Sharla Matkin
Christy Morin
Holly Turner
Nadien Chu
Gina Puntil
Annette Loiselle
Robina Zyp

Treva Swick

Alicia Fowler

SkirtsAfire Board of Directors

Honorary Skirts

2013 - Minister Heather Klimchuk 
2014 - Lynn Mandell & Sarah Chan 
2015 - Premier Rachel Notley 
2016 - Marguerite Trussler 
2017 - Linda Duncan 
2018 - Muriel Stanley Venne 
2019 - Marni Panas 
2020 - Lesley MacDonald 
2021 - Dr. Wanda Costen 
2022 - Stephanie Harpe

MEET THE SKIRTS

Lana Anderson

Lilli Chevrier

Elva Rice

Zoe Verhees

The Skirts behind the scenes. Thank you for all you do!

Artistic Director

Managing Director 

Festival Coordinator & Artist Liaison 

Volunteer Coordinator & Administrative Assistant 

Front of House Manager 

Festival Technical Producer 

Technical Production Consultant &  
The Shoe Project Associate Producer

Gateway Theatre Technician 

Accessibility Coordinator 

Skirt Design Coordinator 

Gateway Theatre Lobby Installation Artist 

MainStage Outreach Coordinator

Stagehand and Production Assistant

Stagehand and Production Assistant

Festival Sound Technician 

On Deck Audio

On Deck Audio

Sound Technician, Key of Me & Holy Trinity Church 

Stage Manager, Gateway Theatre 

Stage Manager, Westbury Theatre  
& Gateway Theatre 

CART Captioner

Festival Bookkeeper 

Festival Visual Communications 

Festival Graphic Designer 

Media Relations  

Festival Photographer 

Festival Videographer

Annette Loiselle

Brianne Jang

Vanessa Wilson

Alyson Dicey

Linh Dang

Rae McCallum

Betty Hushlak 

Ben Franchuk

Brooke Leifso

Kim Neeser

Adrianne Beauregarde

Kijo Gatama

Kevin Green

Judah Truong

Mike Tulley

Stephanie Zelman

Nicolas Juba

Lacey Pochynok

Rebecca Starr

Molly Pearson 

Shannon Wiebe

Pam Aseltine

12Strong Ltd

Colton Ponto

Kate Hamblin,  
Bottom Line Productions

April MacDonald Killins

Katie Elizabeth Studio

SKIRTSAFIRE FESTIVAL
PRODUCTION AND ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:

STAFF

Supported by Lyle Trytten & Elizabeth Fair
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FESTIVAL PARTNERS 
Workshop West 
Playwrights’ Theatre
The Shoe Project Charity
Old Strathcona Business 
Association
Fringe Theatre

PUBLIC FUNDERS
Edmonton Arts Council
Heritage Canada
Allard Foundation
City of Edmonton
Edmonton Heritage 
Council
FIRE (Funding Indigenous 
Resurgence in 
Edmonton)
Canada Council for  
the Arts
Alberta Foundation  
for the Arts

VENUE SPONSORS
Capital GMC Buick
Block 1912 Cafe
Chianti Cafe & 
Restaurant
Holy Trinity Church

MEDIA & ONLINE 
SPONSORS
Bottom Line 
Productions
ThinkTANK Advertising 
& Design
Taproot Edmonton
Explore Edmonton
CJSR
up! 99.3 FM

FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Otto Food and Drink
Sea Change Brewing Co.
Jag Printing Ltd.

PRODUCTION 
SPONSORS 
Long & McQuade 
Musical Instruments

MAINSTAGE 
PRODUCTION 
SPONSOR
Edmonton Community 
Foundation

T-SHIRT SPONSOR 
Duncan Craig LLP

EVENT SPONSORS 
Duncan Craig LLP
Old Strathcona Business 
Association
YWCA Edmonton
Kunitz Shoes
JUNOfest - presented  
by CBC Music
Long & McQuade 
Musical Instruments
Rainbow Draperies
Supertint

ARTIST SPONSOR 

Duncan Craig LLP
MOD Accounting  
& Tax

DONORS
CRINOLINE SKIRT  
$1000 - $2000

Bernadette Gasslein

A-LINE SKIRT  
$500 - $999

Lilli Chevrier
Kathleen &  
Denis Meyer
Lyle Trytten  
& Elizabeth Fair
Marguerite Trussler

PENCIL SKIRT  
$250-$499

Annette Loiselle & 
Terry Coyes
Laurie Blakeman
Lana Anderson
Rebecca Schulte
Liane Faulder &  
Terry Daniel

POOFY SKIRT  
$100-$249

Marie Gynane-Willis
Matt Singer in honour 
of Treva Swick
Sandra Marin
Holly Turner
Sarah Edwards
Gail Stepanik-Keber
Kenneth & Linda May
Sari Haas
Michele Vance Hehir
Mina Montroy
Susan Miller
Treva Swick
Cheryl Ulledal
Deb Kondysar
Hitomi Suzuta
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor

MINI SKIRT  
$50 -$99
Elva Rice
Judy Stelck
Julius Pretorius
Kevin Mott
Lionel Eshleman
Sandra Olarte 
Mendoza
Arron Best
Danielle Layman
Jan Taylor
Joanne Ritcey-
Devaney
Keith & Moon 
Trueman

SPONSORS, DONORS  
& SUPPORTERS

Mike Tulley
Richard Stroppel
Alice Major
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor

DENIM SKIRT  
up to $49

Jenny Prefontaine
Rebecca Starr
Rhea Loiselle
Wendy Allsopp
Terry Mack
Adrianne Beauregarde
Shelley Jang
Tammy Vansteenburg
Treena Gould
Angelica Menck
Doug Mertz
Kat Veeman
Laurie Roberts
Laurie Smith
Lilianna Coyes-Loiselle
Margaret Shone
Mathieu Loiselle
Melanie Dreyer-Lude
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor

DOOR & SURVEY 
PRIZE DONORS 
gravitypope
Long & McQuade 
Musical Instruments
Yuk Yuk’s Comedy 
Club Edmonton
Village Goods
Rosso Pizzeria
The Arden Theatre
Thou Art Here Theatre
Grindstone Theatre
CO*LAB
Modern Gravity
Common Ground Arts 
Society

WE’D LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:

THANK YOU!

Shadow Theatre
 
Alberta Avenue  
Community League

Nallely Alcocer
Wendy Allsopp
Arron Best
Rebecca Bissonnette
Laurie Blakeman
Andrea Bowes
Kalie Bredo Olson
Darlene Bryant
David Coyes
Lilianna Coyes-Loiselle
Natalie Czar
Melanie Dreyer-Lude
Sarah Edwards
Liane Faulder & Terry Daniel
Bernadette Gasslein
Alison Grant-Preville
Marie Gynane-Willis
Sari Haas
Deb Kondysar
Naomi Lawson-Baird
Danielle Layman
Rhea Loiselle
Sandra Marin
Kenneth & Linda May
Maryon McClary
 

Angelica Menck
Doug Mertz
Kathleen & Denis Meyer
Mina Montroy
Jasmine Pui
Sue Reid
Sharon Reiner
Joanne Ritcey-Devaney
Laurie Roberts
Valda Roberts
Margaret Shone
Judy Stelck
Richard Stroppel
Hitomi Suzuta
Jan Taylor
Michelle Todd
Keith & Moon Trueman
Lyle Trytten & Elizabeth Fair
Mike Tulley
Holly Turner
Michele Vance Hehir
Kat Veeman
Robina Zyp

Wendy Allsopp
David Dempsey
Terry Coyes 
The Arden Theatre

OUR MEMBERS   
for how to 
become a 
member!

49
See

pg
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The donation of their valuable time is essential to the success of the festival and we are 
extremely grateful. Please help us show our appreciation and send a smile to your friendly 
SkirtsAfire Volunteers!

Alicia Fowler
Arcana Shanks
Asia Weinkauf-Bowman
Carla Stolte
Kim Dutfield-Best
Catherine voisin
Charlotte Taylor
Donna Stonehocker
Doug Taylor
Elva Rice
Gail Nent
Gina Schopfer
Hitomi Suzuta

James English
Joan Seath
Judy Stelck
Julia Mah
Julia Stanski
Kalie Bredo Olson
Kimberly Lockert
Linda Swyck
Lisa Nghiem
Lisa Dayanandan
Lisa Martin
Liza Shatula
Maria Basaraba

Meghan Dunnigan
Melinda Coetzee
Melody Manuel
Mina Montroy
Pat Sirant
Roshan Boorada
Sandra Der
Sarah Perritt
Shelby Johnson
Shenin Mehnaj
Shreela Chakrabartty
Sue Reid
Suzanne Delos Santos

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!

VOLUNTEERS

Photos by Girl Named Shirl

JOIN THE 
SKIRTSAFIRE 

FAMILY! 

BECOME A MEMBER!
SkirtsAfire’s members play an important role in 
our organization. It is a great way to get involved 
with a festival giving a platform to women in the 
arts and truly making a difference.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BECOME A MEMBER TODAY, VISIT 
SKIRTSAFIRE.COM/BECOME-A-MEMBER

Know that you 
are supporting 

the work of 
women artists

Able to volunteer 
at inspiring, 

entertaining and 
often just fun events

Meet new people 
and be a part 
of a fun and 

inspiring group 
of welcoming 

individuals that 
share your passion

Invites to 
special events

Able to serve 
on Board 

Committees

Eligible to join 
the Board of 

Directors
Charitable Tax 

Receipt

Eligible to vote 
at AGM

Be the first to 
receive news 
and notices
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We are thrilled to reveal our 2023 shirt design, with artwork by Diana Ohiozebau. 
Pick up yours during festival events at the Gateway Theatre or Westbury Theatre. 

Diana Ohiozebau is an Edmonton-based mixed media artist. She received a Bachelor of 
Fine Art (BFA) from Ambrose Ali University in Nigeria with first-class honours and was a 
valedictorian of her class. In 2018, she earned a Master of Fine Art (MFA) from the University 
of Calgary and is currently completing a Bachelor of Education at the University of Alberta. 
She has had several exhibitions in Alberta and Saskatchewan and has led many workshops.

My artistic practice is inspired by black identity, place, femininity, culture, and my experiences 
as a Nigerian Canadian striding two worlds. In my studio practice, multiple colours, geometric 
shapes, lines, abstraction, textures, stylization, patterns, and motifs from African fabrics are 
recurring elements in my works. Through an intuition-led process, I juxtapose and overlap 
these materials and elements to create works that exist as paintings, textiles, and sculptures.  
I find fulfillment in my intuitive process because every painting becomes a journey that leads 
to a cohesive, meaningful, and beautiful piece beyond my expectation.

Huge thanks to our T-Shirt Sponsor:
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MERCHANDISE! 

WE WANT  
TO HEAR  
FROM YOU!

Scan to take 
 the survey!

Survey!
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SKIRTSAFIRE FESTIVAL GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE SUPPORT 
OF OUR SPONSORS. YOUR SUPPORT IS THE EXTRA SPARK THAT 

KEEPS THE ARTS ALIVE IN OUR COMMUNITIES.
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