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WELCOME TO OUR
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF SKIRTSAFIRE!

How has it possibly been 10 years??!! 

It feels like yesterday when 7 founders dreamed over red wine and popcorn what 
to do to change the imbalance for women working in theatre. 

It has grown to a 10-day interdisciplinary event with a MainStage play, over 100 
artists, multiple venues, events, art installations and a changed focus to elevate 
the stories of underrepresented voices, culturally diverse and/or marginalized 
women and non-binary artists. Covid has changed, but not defeated us and 
in fact has forced SkirtsAfire to re-imagine what we do to bust outside of our 
indoor spaces and bring art into the streets.

Once again this year we are activating storefront windows in Old Strathcona, 
adding performance, live art and interactive installation to the Army and Navy 
experience, bringing choirs and pop-up singer songwriters to Old Strathcona 
and a powerful Indigenous women’s story to the Westbury Theatre. As Teneil 
Whiskeyjack tells us in our MainStage production of Ayita, it “Tastes Like Truth”.



It is such a pleasure to bring greetings to you today on behalf of Alberta’s NDP Caucus, and welcome you 

and non-binary artists of all diverse backgrounds; including cis and trans women, non-binary 
people and the 2SLGBTQIA+ community.

Providing a platform for all Albertans to see themselves in art, theatre, music, and all 
creative outlets is truly important to our identity as a province. This is our home, and 

the professional arts community. I’m even more excited by the remarkable talent and 
creativity that has been gifted to our community through this festival.

Albertans for so long. To all those attending this year, I truly hope you enjoy 
the work of these artists and discover some amazing talent. Best wishes for a 
successful event.

Rachel Notley
Leader of Alberta’s NDP
MLA Edmonton-Strathcona

j



MESSAGE FROM
AMARJEET SOHI
MAYOR OF EDMONTON

On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, welcome to the 2022 
SkirtsAfire Festival.

I know firsthand that art has the power to transform lives and our communities. 
Arts and culture programs and performing in plays gave me my first opportunities to 
become a part of this city and I am forever grateful.

Since 2012, SkirtsAfire has provided a platform for local women and non-binary artists 
from diverse backgrounds to share their unique stories and talents. These creative 
performances are shining examples of Edmonton’s inclusive arts community, and how 
it’s helping to create a vibrant and welcoming city.

I thank the SkirtsAfire organization for recognizing the unique voice of women in the 
arts. My thanks as well to the many volunteers, sponsors, staff and artists who help 
make this festival a success each year.

Enjoy the shows!

 

Amarjeet Sohi 
Mayor, City of Edmonton



MESSAGE FROM
HONOURABLE WHITNEY ISSIK
ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF STATUS OF WOMEN

On behalf of the Government of Alberta it is my pleasure to welcome you to the SkirtsAFire Festival! It is a great joy to 
see so many women, Indigenous, and 2SLGBTQQIA+ voices represented in such an inclusive lineup of shows. Alberta’s 
government is a proud festival sponsor of one of those shows - Ayita. This marquee feature shares the unique experiences 
of Indigenous womanhood. I hope you enjoy it.

Thank you to the board and staff for organizing such a fantastic event. I want to give special recognition to the volunteers 
who have generously donated their time working behind the scenes to make this event possible. Just as importantly, I want 
to thank you, the audience. Your patronage means this show, highlighting local talent on the stage and behind the scenes, 
can go on.

I know you will come away from this festival having enjoyed the passionate performances and exhibitions. Beyond that, I 
hope you will come away from them a little better informed about the stories and lived experiences that, until this festival, 
might not have been heard or seen before.

Welcome, sit back, and enjoy the show!

Whitney Issik 
Associate Minister



MESSAGE FROM
STEPHANIE HARPE
HONORARY SKIRT

I am very excited and honored to be Honorary Skirt this year in this loving connection 
that is very close to my heart! 

I have had the pleasure to sing and share multi artist expression at SkirtsAfire Festival. 
It made me, as well as many other women and community, feel very uplifted and 
embraced in our talents. 

Many know it is very important to me for others to use their voice and deliver a 
message that stays with you and moves your soul enough to inspire or make change. 

Music and Art are very needed as it is healing now more than ever with the last 2 years 
affecting the arts community. Join us and take in all the beauty.

Love, 

Stephanie Harpe





MARCH 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
7:30PM
MARCH 6 & 13, 1:30PM

Ayita by Teneil Whiskeyjack is a calling back to one’s spirit 
and voice. A modern-day creation story meeting Indigenous 
realities, told through text and movement. Fusing theatre and 
Indigenous contemporary dance, Ayita navigates through her 
own story of sovereignty, breaking free from and transcending 
past personal pain, stepping into her healing and liberation, 
awakening to her medicine.

Tickets range from Pay-What You-Can to $27 (plus applicable fees) 
Discounts available for groups of 6 or more. Complimentary tickets available for 
Indigenous folks who would like to attend. Please book in advance by calling the 
Fringe box office at (780) 409-1910 or emailing boxoffice@fringetheatre.ca. 

MAINSTAGE PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION
SPONSORED BY

TICKETS.FRINGETHEATRE.CA



MARCH 3*, 4, 5, 8**,  9***,  10, 11, 12 
7:30PM
MARCH 6 & 13, 1:30PM

*Opening Night - March 3rd 
Catered by Tee Pee Treets, come early to enjoy food and lobby entertainment 
by Nîpisîy before the show!

**Pay-What-You-Can & Panel Discussion - March 8th 
Celebrate International Women’s Day with us and stay for a Panel Discussion 
after the play.

***Her Night Out - March 9th 
Grab a delicious dinner at Chianti before the show with a special deal 
(reservation required, mention “Her Night Out” and “SkirtsAfire” when booking) 
and enjoy live music by Kate Blechinger. 

Tickets range from Pay-What You-Can to $27 (plus applicable fees) 
Discounts available for groups of 6 or more. Complimentary tickets available for 
Indigenous folks who would like to attend. Please book in advance by calling the 
Fringe box office or emailing boxoffice@fringetheatre.ca. 

MAINSTAGE PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION
SPONSORED BY

TICKETS.FRINGETHEATRE.CA



A NOTE FROM
THE PLAYWRIGHT
TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Tân’si peyakôskân  
As we gather in the spirit that is Ayita, I extend an invitation to keep an open 
mind and heart as we delve into stories of healing, women’s womb medicine, 
elements of Indigenous creation story, and transcending past loss and the death 
of our old selves while honoring who we are, where we have been and where we 
are going. As an Indigenous woman and storyteller, this first incarnation of Ayita 
was in support of my ancestors, my family and children, community, and all of 
the Ayita team that has made this vision tangible for you all to witness and find 
the medicine in it as I have. The human spirit at times cannot be translated by the 
human tongue but rather felt. As we shift through tremendous change, may we 
find this moment in time together as one people, as we sit in the power of story.  

All my relations.

Acknowledgements: Banff Centre for Arts & Creativity, Rulan Tangen of Dancing Earth , 
Annette Loiselle and all of the SkirtsAfire Team, All cast & crew of Ayita, The late Angel 
Gonzalez, Glenda Stirling, Danny & Sharon Cardinal of Calling Lake, Robbie Moosewah & 
Sandra Whiskeyjack, Miika, Maddox Hunter, Bernice Whiskeyjack, Mary Cardinal, Robbie 
Moosewah as the Cree translator for Ayita, Christine Sokaymoh Frederick as Vocal Coach, 
Concordia University as that is where the seed of Ayita was first planted as my thesis project



A NOTE FROM
THE CO-DIRECTOR & CHOREOGRAPHER 
SANDRA LAMOUCHE

Tansi. 

Sandra Lamouche nitsikason. I am from the Bigstone Cree Nation, Treaty 8. I am 
honored to be included in this work that uses decolonial and Nehiyawak as an integral 
part of the creation process. 

The stories and embodiment are part of what I believe to be an important part of the 
practices of living according to Miyo Pimadisiwin - the good life.

Indigenous Contemporary Dance and Land Based Creation
Land based practices require connecting with nature over many years by observing the 
patterns and cycles of plants, animals, constellations and more. For Indigenous peoples 
this is held in ceremony and harvesting, hunting and preparing traditional foods and 
medicines. Land based practices are about interconnectedness and relationship, 
reciprocity and gifting, diversity and working collaboratively, it is all about the process 
and finding the flow of creativity. We are the people of the land - the air we breathe, 
the water, the plant and animal foods and medicines.
- Sandra Lamouche



A NOTE FROM
THE CO-DIRECTOR
LEBOGANG DISELE

Dumelang. Dumilani. Hello. My name is Lebogang Disele. I am a visitor to these 
lands from the Southern African country of Botswana. As a visitor, I am honoured 
to have been invited to work with the brilliant humans who have dedicated their 
time and energy to bringing this iteration of “Ayita” to life.

Teneil has constantly reminded us that this is an Indigenous woman’s story, that 
“Ayita” is borne from her body. Bringing her to life has been a process of taking 
the stories you are about from Teneil’s body and discovering how they live in our 
body. It has been a process of (re) discovering how to create together as femmes, 
learning the medicine that each one of us brings to the process and how to 
honour that medicine to honour the spirit and embody the teachings of “Ayita”. 

I am grateful that we were able to see this journey through to the end so that we 
could be here with you today. Thank you for journeying with us; enjoy the show. 



CAST & TEAM
AYITA

Cast
AYITA | Creator | Playwright - Teneil Whiskeyjack 
YOUNG AYITA- Janira Moncayo 
NISKA | Vocal Coach - Christine Sokaymoh Frederick 
Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble | Dance Captain - Rebecca Sadowski 
Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble - Shammy Belmore 
Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble - Skye Demas 
Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble - Deviani Bonilla
Drummer & Singer | Ensemble - Mackenzie Brown
Flamenco Guitar (Audio) - Jim Findlay

Creative & Production Team
Co-Director & Choreographer in Collaboration with the Ensemble – 
Sandra Lamouche
Co-Director – Lebogang Disele
Dramaturg – Monique Mojica
Set, Lighting & Projection Design – Whittyn Jason1 

Assistant Projection Design & Painting – Emily Randall
Costume Design – Delores Sanchez, Lola
Sound Design – Danielle LaRose
                   Featuring music with permission by Cris Derksen
Elder – Alsena White
Knowledge Keeper – Lana Whiskeyjack
Stage Manager – Nancy Yuen2

Apprentice Stage Manager – Roxanne Cote
Production Manager – Betty Hushlak
Technical Director – Chris Hicks
Sound Technician - Aaron Macri 
Videographer - Katie Hudson
Technical Director, Fringe Theatre - Selina Painchaud
Lighting Operator - Tyrena Millar
Sound Operator - Adam Bucyk

1 SkirtsAfire engages under the terms of the Independent Theatre Agreement, 
professional artists who are members of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association 
2 Member of the Associated Designers of Canada



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Teneil Whiskeyjack | Creator, Playwright, Ayita 
Teneil Whiskeyjack is a Plains Cree Indigenous woman from Saddle Lake First Nation. She is a mother 
of 2 and the founder and owner of Spirit Flame Consulting. Spirit Flame Consulting stems from an 
Indigenous Cree lens that is rooted in cultural practices and helps guides others into a creative process 
of artistic expressions through mediums like movement, performance art, wellness workshops and 
healing modalities. Teneil started as an actor at the age of 9 in an animation series Stories from 
the Seventh Fire. She garnered Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a Film with Hallmark 
Entertainment’s Dreamkeeper and has been in multiple films and television series such as Blackstone, 
RenegadePress.com, Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee, and Hank Williams First Nation: The series, 
which she was the recipient of the Best Actress award with the Alberta Motion Picture Awards 
(AMPIA’s). 

Other acknowledgments include the Arts Award with the Aboriginal Role Model Awards in 2013 and her 
most recent works, currently Tribal: Season 2, which premiered October, 2021. She transitioned into the 
theatre world in 2016 with her role as Nicole in the production of A Musta: Muskikiy Muskwa Iskwew, as 
well as the production of Bluebirds and Almost Maine. She will be performing and touring the musical 
parody Bear Grease, a comical spin-off of the classic film Grease in 2022. Teneil holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Concordia University. Staying creative through the vessel of storytelling is inherent in us. 
The power of the arts ignites conversation, shifts outdated narratives and sparks inspiration for other 
stories to be told just by having the courage to tell ours.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Sandra Lamouche | Co-Director & Choreographer in Collaboration with the Ensemble 
Artist Sponsored by Wingate by Wyndham  
Sandra Lamouche is a Nehiyaw Iskwew (Cree Woman) from the Bigstone Cree Nation in Northern Alberta and married into 
the Piikani Nation in Southern Alberta and mother to two boys with braids. She completed her B.A. in Native American 
Studies from the University of Lethbridge in 2007. In 2021 she successfully defended her M.A. Thesis at Trent University, 
titled “Nitona Miyo Pimadisiwin (Seeking a Good Life) Through Indigenous Dance” which examines Indigenous Dance as a 
Social Determinant of Health and Well Being. Sandra is a multidisciplinary creator and storyteller, she is a Champion Hoop 
Dancer, award winning Indigenous Educational Leader, two-time TEDx Speaker, artist, and writer.

Lebogang Disele | Co-Director 
Lebogang Disele is an interdisciplinary performer, director and dramaturge. Since starting her PhD in 2016, she has focused 
on growing her company, The LC Performance Lab, through which she produces womxn centered performances namely, 
Being (2016), Nkadzi (2017) and The Thread that Binds (2018). Most recently she was part of Azimuth Theatre’s workshopped 
production, All That Binds Us (2020). She also presented The Space in Between as part of NextFest Online. Other 
performance credits include Amina in Belleville (2020), directed by Amanda Goldberg at the Bleviss Laboratory Theatre; 
Words Unzipped at the 2019 SkirtsAfire Festival curated by Karimah Marshall; What (Black) Life Requires at the 2018 Expanse 
Festival and Unwoven at the 2018 SkirtsAfire Festival, curated by Nasra Adem. Lebo is focused on interdisciplinary art that 
places the body at the centre as a process of exploring how oppression impacts and lives in the body.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Monique Mojica | Dramaturg
Artist Sponsored by Wingate by Wyndham  
Monique Mojica (Guna and Rappahannock nations) Actor/Playwright/ Dramaturg – is passionately 
dedicated to performance as an act of healing, of reclaiming historical/cultural memory and of 
resistance. Spun directly from the family-web of New York’s Spiderwoman Theater, her theatrical 
practice mines stories embedded in the body in connection to land and place. She has created 
land-based, embodied dramaturgies and taught Indigenous Theatre in theory, process and practice 
throughout Canada, the US, Latin America and Europe. She founded Chocolate Woman Collective 
to create the play, Chocolate Woman Dreams the Milky Way. She was most recently seen onstage 
as Aunt Shadie in The Unnatural and Accidental Women, at The National Arts Centre, with the NAC 
Orchestra in the European tour of I lost my Talk and in Izzie M.: The Alchemy of Enfreakment written 
by Monique with a diverse collaborative team. Monique has collaborated with choreographer Santee 
Smith since 2014 as the dramaturg for Kaha:wi Dance Theatre’s tryptic, Re-Quickening (in which she 
also performed), Blood Tides and SKe:NEN. Upcoming projects include serving as dramaturg for various 
Indigenous productions in development.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Emily Randall | Assistant Projection Designer 
Emily Randall is a non-binary artist born and raised on Treaty 6 Land (Edmonton, Alberta). With a keen sense 
of beauty and joy, their artist mandate is to uplift and elevate marginalized visions and voices, bringing their 
effervescent spirit into every project and story. After taking some unentitled time off due to the “great pause” 
(global pandemic), Emily is coming back from some time spent in Port Alberni, where they acted as a caretaker for 
their Gedo (Ukrainian Grandfather) in his end of life journey. Emily is a multidisciplinary artist with a focus in, Scenic 
Painting, Projection and Visual Art, Hand Poke tattooing, Jewellery Making as well as Props and Toy Making. Some 
of their highlighted works include, Stigma Pistol Style, Set Designer, New Work, December 2021. Three Ladies, Set 
Designer, ATB Arts Barns, December 2019. Lake of the Strangers, Scenic Painter, Naheyawin-Backstage Theatre, 
January 2019. Bears, Head Scenic Painter, Punctuate Theatre- Backstage Theatre, December 2017. Emily is honoured 
and thrilled to be a part of SkirtsAfire’s new work Ayita, as the Projection Design Assistant.

Whittyn Jason2 | Set, Lighting & Projection Designer 
Whittyn Jason is a queer, mixed-race multi-disciplinary artist of South African and Ukrainian descent. They primarily 
work as a scenographer and lighting designer, the latter of which has been nominated for a Sterling Award. They are 
currently based in amiskwacîwâskahikan (colonially known as Edmonton). Previous credits include The Royale, The 
Fiancée, Brimful of Asha (Citadel Theatre), Smoke (Tiny Bear Jaws), and Night (Major Matt Mason Collective).

2 Member of the Associated Designers of Canada



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Delores Sanchez, Lola | Costume Designer 
Lola is a costume and graphic designer born in Nezahualcoyotl, Mexico. Lola completed her Graphic Design Degree 
at the Technologic University of Mexico. She went into a drastic life change after traveling to Canada which 
has been her home for the past six years. At the beginning of her trip Lola was not aware of the challenges and 
experiences that were to come, but she knew she wanted to pursue her career as costume designer in Canada. 
She studied ESL at UofA and got her Fashion Design Diploma at NBCCD in New Brunswick. Lola has worked in 
the fashion retail industry, as a graphic designer, Illustrator and occasional photographer. Currently, she works as 
costume designer for theater and as a sculptor in a mascot corporation.

Lola believes that art performance is medicine to the heart and she wants to create costumes that bring happiness 
and freedom to the artists that wear them. She is passionate, hard working, and she is expanding her horizons by 
getting experience in the costume design world. Lola wants to be a designer that “Sees with perspective, lives with 
ambition, creates with passion, and moves with freedom”.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Danielle LaRose | Sound Designer
Danielle LaRose is a multi-disciplinary artist and *Sterling Award-nominated sound designer/composer of Métis 
and settler heritage (*Macbeth, Winter Shakespeare Festival 2019). After graduating with an MA in Musical Theatre 
Performance from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, she worked in the UK for many years as an actor-musician. 
Her passion for storytelling through music has led her to compose, arrange, and direct music for many productions 
both in the UK and here on Turtle Island. She is grateful for the opportunity to listen deeply and be a part of 
bringing the medicine of Ayita’s melody to life. 



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Alsena White | Elder
Alsena White is from Saddle Lake Cree Nation. She is an Elder, traditional knowledge keeper, storyteller, 
grandmother, language advocate, and artisan; this unique combination of skills and expertise results in an incredible 
educator and invaluable community resource. Alsena has helped to transform lives through sharing her personal 
story of resistance and resilience to the 10 years she endured at Blue Quills Indian Residential School.  Throughout 
her years there, and despite continuous efforts to eradicate her mother tongue, she retained her Cree language and 
traditional knowledge. Alsena speaks from her heart, with courage and honesty. She openly shares the truth of her 
experiences and knowledge. Her dream is to empower young Indigenous girls and women, to find their voice and 
take their rightful place as educators, advocates, and leaders in modern society. It is only through the revelation and 
recognition of their power and beauty that Indigenous women will find true safety.

Alsena has been sharing her teachings, guiding and praying for Ayita. Here is what she has to say, 
I’m really happy that Teneil is wanting to do this work with the support and help of diverse creative women. She’s 
living the dream and I am a part of the spiritual side in helping to grow her dream. We were blessed to have the 
bear visit us in Saddle Lake for the Ayita workshop, it’s the creator who gives us these special moments between 
all the women working together, the animals come support and remind us of our important work. Teneil is 
making Saddle Lake proud.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Lana Whiskeyjack| Knowledge Keeper
Lana Whiskeyjack is a multidisciplinary treaty scholartist (scholar and artist) from Saddle Lake Cree Nation and 
is an assistant professor in the Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, Faculty of Arts at the University of 
Alberta. In 2017, Lana completed her iyiniw pimâtisiwin kiskeyihtamowin doctoral program at  University nuhelot’jne 
thaiyots’j nistameyimâkanak Blue Quill, a former Indian Residential School attended by two generations of her own 
family. She integrates Indigenous ways of knowing and being with methods of Western academia in her research 
and course development. 

Lana’s research, writing, and creativity are focused on Indigenous gender diversity and sexualities, intergenerational 
resilience, and Indigenous visual literacy. Her current research project explores issues around the theme of (re)
connecting to the spirit of nêhiyawêwin (Cree language), nêhiyaw gender worldviews, and the iskwew (woman) 
body relation to the cosmic and earth within 13 moon teachings through arts-based practices. She is featured in a 
documentary about confronting and transcending historical trauma through her arts practice titled, “Lana Gets Her 
Talk” (2017). 



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Betty Hushlak | Production Manager
Betty has production managed, stage managed, and produced theatre and live events for many years in most 
provinces in Canada. She has worked in the video and television world as a set decorator, casting person, and 
location scout. Betty’s experience also encompasses teaching at the U of A Drama department. She came to work 
with SkirtsAfire five years ago and is excited to be back for the 2022 festival.

Roxanne Côté | Apprentice Stage Manager
Roxanne Côté is an Edmonton based stage manager who is delighted to take part in this beautiful production! In 
the past, she has had the pleasure of working with Inside Out Theatre, Thou Art Here, L’UniThéâtre, Good Women 
Dance Collective, as well as various festival work across the province. Roxanne just came back from a magical 
month in Banff where she had the pleasure of working on A Christmas Carol with Carter-Ryan Productions. She is 
delighted to be joining this wonderful company for the first time and would like to thank everyone who has helped 
piece this production together, enjoy the show!

Artist Supported by Lyle Trytten and Elizabeth Fair



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Nancy Yuen1 | Stage Manager
Nancy is excited to be working on Ayita with SkirtsAfire.  This past year, she has worked on Buddy, The Buddy Holly Story at the Mayfield 
Theatre, Much Ado About Nothing with the Freewill Shakespeare Festival, and has delved into the world of online theatre with Concrete 
Theatre’s Sprouts Playwright’s Festival and also with Teatro la Quindicina’s filmed productions of Lost Lemoine 1 & 2.  Over the years, she 
has worked at the Mayfield Theatre for over 50 productions and some other theatre credits include The Drowning Girls (Western Canada 
Theatre), Witness to a Conga (Teatro la Quindicina), Crazy For You (Cameco Capitol Arts Centre), Strike! (Workshop West Theatre), The 
Last Tree of Rapa Nui (MTYP), Love Song and The Liars (Shadow Theatre), As You Like It, Julius Caesar, The Blonde, the Brunette and the 
Vengeful Redhead, Equus, The Man Whose Mother Was A Pirate, A Year with Frog and Toad, and The Syringa Tree (Citadel Theatre), Rock 
’n ’Roll, and Fire (Canadian Stage Company/Citadel Theatre co-production), and Humble Boy (Theatre Calgary/Citadel Theatre). 

Enjoy the show!

1 SkirtsAfire engages under the terms of the Independent Theatre Agreement, professional artists who are members of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Christine Sokaymoh Frederick | Niska | Vocal Coach
Christine Sokaymoh Frederick is an urban Cree-Métis with decades of experience in multiple artistic disciplines. 
She is Executive Director and producer of the Dreamspeakers International Film Festival and the Rubaboo Arts 
Festival. She was the first Indigenous Associate Artist of the Citadel Theatre and first Indigenous board member of 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra and the first Indigenous Chair of Edmonton Arts Council, former Vice Chair of 
the Alberta Foundation for the Arts and has sat on the executive of the Indigenous Performing Arts Alliance. She’s 
attended the University of Alberta, the Banff Centre for Arts, and the University for Peace (Costa Rica). She served 
on the committees for the ᐄᓃᐤ (ÎNÎW) River Lot 11∞ one of the first Indigenous Public Art Parks. She recently 
performed in the Rez Sisters at the Stratford Festival and in Bears at the Citadel Theatre, produced/performed in a 
dance theatre double-bill national tour of Bears by Matt MacKenzie and her own play Minosis Gathers Hope. She is 
the recipient of the 2007 Esquao Award in Arts, and the 2016 Mayor’s award for Excellence in Artistic Leadership. She 
currently serves on the Advisory committee for the City of Edmonton Indigenous Artist in Residence program and 
recently joined the national advisory committee for the National Arts Centre’s Creation Fund.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Janira Moncayo | Young Ayita
Artist Sponsored by Wingate by Wyndham  
Janira Moncayo is an Ecuadorian emerging actress, dancer and artist, whose practice explores the reciprocal relationship 
between body, performance and ethnic identity. She is committed to constantly defying the misrepresentation of 
the Latin-American community through every work she creates and is a part of. Moncayo is a classical ballet and 
contemporary dancer, training under En Avant and Clap Danza in Guayaquil, Ecuador. Upon moving to Calgary, Alberta, 
she started her journey towards decolonizing her dancing and trained in Afro-Caribbean Modern dance under DeAnne 
Weekes at DRSD Calgary. She has performed nationally and internationally at Unganisha, Dance Montage, Haynes Smith 
Miss Caribbean Talented Teen, among others. Her artistic work has been exhibited at Nocturne Festival, Marion Nicoll 
Gallery, Illingworth Kerr Gallery and SpanicArts. She is beyond thrilled to be a part of Ayita!

Shammy Belmore | Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble
Shammy is a multi-talented artist from Edmonton, Alberta. Training with Toyguns Dance Theatre as well as taking 
part in the Citadel Young Acting program, they developed a passion for dance-theatre and storytelling. As an 
Indigenous and Somalian bi-racial person they aim to be a part of works that elevate these voices and tell these 
stories. Performance credits include: Narcissist Or Pretty Boys Who Play Alone At Recess, What Black Life Requires 
(ATB Arts Barns); Concord Floral (Citadel Theatre ); Alive! (Edmonton Poetry Festival); Bears (Belfry Theater/Factory 
Theatre/Citadel Theatre)



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Rebecca Sadowski | Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble | Dance Captain
Rebecca is overjoyed to perform in Ayita by Teneil Whiskeyjack at SkirtsAfire festival this season! Rebecca is an 
Edmonton-based Métis performer and choreographer. She is an artistic member of the Good Women Dance 
Collective and curates dance programming for the Nextfest Festival. Rebecca holds a BFA in dance from Ryerson 
University and teaches dance with dancED Movement Projects. Rebecca recently performed in BEARS by Matthew 
MacKenzie with Punctuate Theatre and the Citadel Theatre, and in a new dance work by Sasha Kleinplatz at 
Convergence with Good Women Dance Collective. Upcoming this season, Rebecca will perform in TWO- HEADED/ 
HALF- HEARTED, a new musical by Trevor Schmidt and Kaeley Jade Wiebe with Northern Light Theatre. Other 
recent credits include: UNTIL THE NEXT BREATH (Catalyst Theatre), MR BURNS: A POST APOCALYPTIC PLAY (Thou 
Art Here Theatre), THE PARTICULARS (Punctuate Theatre), NO GUESSES FOUND: TOGETHER (Amber Borotsik/ 
Edmonton Fringe), FEAST (New Works Festival/ Edmonton Fringe Festival). Rebecca has also produced several dance 
pieces including THE SASH MAKER, which was developed into a dance film in 2020 with cinematographer Tamarra 
Lessard, as well as BREAKING BAPTIST produced by Catalyst Theatre. Rebecca continues to deepen her connection 
to her Métis roots by learning jigging and the traditional skill of finger-weaving sashes. She sends so much love to 
her family and friends for their ongoing support for her dance and theatrical pursuits!



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Skye Demas | Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble
Skye Demas is of Cree, Ojibway and Dakota Sioux descent. Graduating from Victoria School of Performing Arts, she 
is a dancer, actor, performer and choreographer. She has performed in productions with Punctuate Theatre, Alberta 
Aboriginal Performing Arts, SOAR Aboriginal Arts Program and Victoria School. Skye has performed dance in many 
Arts festivals since the age of seven and she has eight years of competitive dance training in various styles, as well 
as one year of acrobatic gymnastics training.

Deviani Bonilla | Onimihitow | Dancer | Ensemble
Deviani Andrea (she/her) is mestiza of Mexican-Lebanese heritage. First-generation immigrant sharing land and 
learning from Treaty 6 territory. She graduated from the University of Mexico with a bachelor’s in Literature and 
from the Ema Pulido’s Dance Studio. Since establishing in the parallel 50º, she has performed with Mile Zero Dance 
Company, Orchesis Dance Society, and Azimuth Theatre.



ARTISTIC TEAM
AYITA BY TENEIL WHISKEYJACK

Mackenzie Brown | Drummer & Singer | Ensemble
Mackenzie Brown is a First Nations Cree woman from the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, currently residing in 
Moh’kinsstis, Calgary. She is a performer, drummer, tourism entrepreneur, philanthropist and advocate for at-risk 
youth in the Edmonton area. Mackenzie and her mom perform as “Warrior Women”. They drum and teach around 
Alberta for the Northern Alberta Teachers Conference, the annual Jasper Dark Skies Festival, Youth Dream Catchers 
Conference, Canada Day, Aboriginal Day festivities and more. Along with drumming, Mackenzie is also an avid 
acrylic artist and traditional First Nations crafts artisan. Her art has been featured in the Pump House Gallery, the 
Edson Gallery Museum, the Gray Gallery Grant MacEwan, recognized for the Alberta Indian Arts and Crafts Award 
of 2017, featured for the Alberta Business Competition 2017 and sold to people travelling world wide at Jasper 
Park Lodge. She is the recent recipient of the 2019 Esquao Award for Children’s Future, 2019 Indigenous Woman 
of the year from the Alberta Assembly of First Nations and Top 30 under 30 From Alberta Corporation for Global 
Cooperation 2020. Mackenzie was also recently highlighted as the only Indigenous and Albertan artist on the reality 
TV show Landscape Artist of the Year Canada where she placed in the top 3 finalists.



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INTERACTIVE ART INSTALLATION 
& GALLERY

In collaboration with our MainStage play, the lobby of the 
Westbury Theatre will include an Interactive Installation 
by Adrianne Beauregard as well as other art pieces she has 
curated, and a multi-media installation created by Indigenous 
young women through the VIDEA Canada Corps program 
and the Braided Journeys Program. Lobby Design by Daniela 
Masellis.

ON DISPLAY MARCH 3-13. 
Check out the art installations before the show or during any 
hours the Fringe Grounds Cafe is open.



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INTERACTIVE ART INSTALLATION 
& GALLERY

Ayita Interactive Art Installation
By Adrianne Beauregarde

This site-specific installation is in direct response to Ayita by Teneil Whiskeyjack. 
It attempts to inhabit an Indigenous, other-worldly experience through visual 
storytelling. The work is exploring and thinking through creating an experience that 
has no defined space or time. Themes of traditional practices and medicine/healing 
are major discourses of thought that fall into the conceptual aspect of this work. 
Visual elements using video, projection, sound and scent aim to stimulate the senses 
in an attempt to engulf visitors into the environment of physical experience. This 
work is rooted in Indigenous knowledge and focuses on responding to storytelling 
and exploring ideas around traditions and relationships which are strengthened 
through matriarchy.



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INTERACTIVE ART INSTALLATION 
& GALLERY

Lana Whiskeyjack
Lobby Exhibition Artist
Lana Whiskeyjack is a multidisciplinary treaty scholartist (scholar and artist) from Saddle Lake 
Cree Nation and is an assistant professor in the Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, 
Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. In 2017, Lana completed her iyiniw pimâtisiwin 
kiskeyihtamowin doctoral program at University nuhelot’jne thaiyots’j nistameyimâkanak 
Blue Quill, a former Indian Residential School attended by two generations of her own family. 
She integrates Indigenous ways of knowing and being with methods of Western academia in 
her research and course development. Lana’s research, writing, and creativity are focused on 
Indigenous gender diversity and sexualities, intergenerational resilience, and Indigenous visual 
literacy. Her current research project explores issues around the theme of (re)connecting to the 
spirit of nêhiyawêwin (Cree language), nêhiyaw gender worldviews, and the iskwew (woman) 
body relation to the cosmic and earth within 13 moon teachings through arts-based practices. 
She is featured in a documentary about confronting and transcending historical trauma 
through her arts practice titled, “Lana Gets Her Talk” (2017).



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INTERACTIVE ART INSTALLATION 
& GALLERY

Nancy Desjarlais 
Lobby Exhibition Artist
Nancy Desjarlais is of Cree and Metis ancestry from the Fort McMurray 468 First Nation. When 
she was six, she and her siblings were uprooted from their home and put into a convent and 
then non native foster homes. Later, as a young adult, she reconnected with her birth family 
and began her exploration and reclamation of her Cree heritage. She found that nature was 
at the core of her healing. A strong and peaceful connection to the earth as well as spiritual 
teachings from her traditional Cree culture became powerful sources that inspire her art. 
Nancy graduated with a BFA with Distinction from the University of Alberta in 1994. She 
has received  numerous arts awards. In Edmonton, the Peace Hills Trust annual Native Art 
competition motivated her to develop her artistic vision and skills. Her work can be viewed at 
the Bearclaw Gallery in Edmonton or through internet searches. Nancy lives in Edmonton and 
her life is blessed with 8 grandchildren, all living within the boundaries of Edmonton.



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INSTALLATION BY 
INDIGENOUS YOUTH

Iskwêwiwin (being a woman) is a multi-media installation that intrinsically 
weaves film, music and handmade traditional ribbon skirts into a powerful 
exploration of self awareness, diversity and resilience.  A compelling showcase 
of young Indigenous women finding their voices; their interpretation of identity 
and relationship with their environment ultimately realizing their collective 
strength to find calm in chaos. Iskwêwiwin reflects a desire to create space for 
youth-led dialogue and creative expression for the contemporary Indigenous 
social justice movement.

Youth: 
Hannah Ouelette, Sarah Tomic, Emma Dene England, Kiahna Auger, Paige 
Whiteford, Dream Bruce, Santana Daignealt, Neveah Beaurprez, Marie Muskwa, 
Nadya Bigstone, Heaven Cardinal, Paulina Miraglia, Ciara Bellam Sawan, Isabelle 
Dene McIvor, Iva Teare, Reese Beaver, Ocean Sauve, Grace Marchick, Taija Hogan, 
Jada Tokonopie,  Zoeylyn Alexis Sauve, Trinity Cardinal, Tyla Tootoosis

Funded by VIDEA in partnership with 
the Braided Journeys Program and 
the Pathways to Education Program.



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INSTALLATION BY 
INDIGENOUS YOUTH

Cindy Paul 
Community Facilitator, Iskwêwiwin Project
Cindy Paul is an established producer, songwriter, recording artist and educator. She 
is proud to be taking on the role as VIDEA’s community facilitator for the Iskwêwiwin 
project. Her passion for sharing her Cree/Metis northern stories and her unique 
sound captured her nominations from New York’s Native American Music and 
Canadian Folk Music Awards and her original composition “He Can Fancy Dance” is 
internationally recognized for residential school education and cultural awareness. 

Cindy facilitates music and video production, song writing and visual art workshops 
across Canada and is an advocate for health and healing through natural therapies, 
music and art.



WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY
INSTALLATION BY 
INDIGENOUS YOUTH

Donita Large 
Four Directions Wellness Specialist, Braided Journeys Program
Donita Large is a Cree singer-songwriter from Saddle Lake First Nation. As the Four 
Directions Wellness Specialist for the Braided Journeys Program for the Edmonton 
Catholic School District, she is excited to partner and create opportunities for 
young women with the Iskwêwiwin project. 

She has many years experience working with youth, social work, addictions and 
adult education. Donita created and produced the music for a University of Alberta 
educational video called “Territorial Acknowledgements: Going Beyond the Script.”  
and has recently released two amazing new music singles to rave reviews.



PANEL DISCUSSION

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8 
Following the 7:30pm performance of Ayita by Teneil Whiskeyjack

In honor of International Women’s Day, the topics of the panel discussion 
are woven by the themes around Ayita, SkirtsAfire’s 10th Anniversary 
MainStage play. We will be discussing the power of womb connections, 
body sovereignty, intergenerational resilience, and love. Your presence is 
seen and appreciated. Ay hay hay. 

Panel Moderator: 
Ger Carriere

Panelists: 
Lana Whiskeyjack, Alsena White, Teneil Whiskeyjack, Christine Sokaymoh 
Frederick and Mackenzie Brown



WORKSHOP

A RETURN TO WOMANHOOD, THE  
TRANSITION INTO THE PROPHESIED TIME  
FOR WOMEN AS LEADERS
March 12, 12:00pm - 1:30pm 
Studio A, ATB Financial Arts Barns  
Tickets are no longer available for this event.

Women have always been the centers of our homes, families, 
communities and Nations, for they are the ones that bring each of us into 
our human earthly life. We had strict child-raising protocols with the help 
of our extended family and communities to raise healthy, whole-hearted 
humans that contribute their gifts, roles and and responsibilities. Settler 
colonial laws and practices forcefully removed the women’s leadership 
authority from our traditional governance systems, our ancestors foretold 
that there will be a time when our women will return to restoring balance 
to our world. This workshop will introduce nêhiyaw world-views through 
nêhiyawêwin (Cree language) and land-cosmic based teachings through 
art practices. With the collective help of grandmother’s teachings, Lana 
Whiskeyjack will co-lead conversations through some creative practices.

SOLD OUT



A RETURN TO WOMANHOOD, THE  
TRANSITION INTO THE PROPHESIED 
TIME FOR WOMEN AS LEADERS

Lana Whiskeyjack is a multidisciplinary treaty scholartist (scholar and artist) from Saddle Lake 
Cree Nation and is an assistant professor in the Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, 
Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. In 2017, Lana completed her iyiniw pimâtisiwin 
kiskeyihtamowin doctoral program at  University nuhelot’jne thaiyots’j nistameyimâkanak 
Blue Quill, a former Indian Residential School attended by two generations of her own family. 
She integrates Indigenous ways of knowing and being with methods of Western academia in 
her research and course development. Lana’s research, writing, and creativity are focused on 
Indigenous gender diversity and sexualities, intergenerational resilience, and Indigenous visual 
literacy. Her current research project explores issues around the theme of (re)connecting to the 
spirit of nêhiyawêwin (Cree language), nêhiyaw gender worldviews, and the iskwew (woman) body 
relation to the cosmic and earth within 13 moon teachings through arts-based practices. She is 
featured in a documentary about confronting and transcending historical trauma through her arts 
practice titled, “Lana Gets Her Talk” (2017).

WORKSHOP







SHOW YOUR SUPPORT OF SKIRTSAFIRE YEAR ROUND WITH OUR MERCH, 
DESIGNED BY MACKENZIE BROWN!

LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE. PURCHASE YOURS TODAY!

PLUS: CHEEKBONE BEAUTY 
LIPSTICK WITH 100% OF SALES 

GOING TO SKIRTSAFIRE!

AVAILABLE AT THE WESTBURY THEATRE LOBBY AND 
THE ARMY & NAVY DURING EVENTS

TASTES LIKE TRUTH





THE A&N EXPERIENCE

ART, DESIGN & PEFORMANCE
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW) 
Designed by Vignettes™ and home to our Cabaret Stage, the Army & 
Navy is our newest festival venue where you can experience interactive 
art installations, design, and live performances!

EVENT SCHEDULE: 
Doors will be open 1 hour before performances for Installation Gallery 
viewing by donation. 

VIP Opening & A-Line Variety Show | Friday, March 4 | 6:30-10pm
A&N Music Series: A Little Bit Country | Saturday, March 5 | 8-11pm
A&N Music Series: A Little Bit Roots & Soul | Thursday, March 10 | 7:30-10pm
Comedy Night with the Dirrty Show & Celeste Lampa | Friday, March 11 | 9-10:30pm
Comedy Night with Girl Brain & ZENON+ | Saturday, March 12 | 9-11pm

Venue Sponsored by



THE A&N EXPERIENCE

ART, DESIGN & PEFORMANCE
Art Installations
Days That Shattered My Heart
By Yvonne Boon

Days That Shattered My Heart (2020) is an audio-visual representation of grief 
ritualized during the pandemic while grieving in isolation. The 12 minute 8 
seconds audio is “The Ritual”, in which each day of the year is represented by two 
seconds, and a piece of glassware representing a loved one is dropped at the time 
stamp for the date they died. Photography of “The Ritual” was taken by Joshua 
Bookhalter. From the shattered glass, the tank display materialized from the need 
for something physical to juxtapose the gaping invisible holes left by grief. This 
installation is “The Meditation”, a reflection of grief through sound, poetry, and 
visual art. 

Yvonne Boon is a musician and artist in Edmonton. In the past year, Yvonne 
has been experimenting with using multiple mediums to create art. Joshua 
Bookhalter’s primary medium was photography, based in film formats. His 
photography focused on a range of subjects, from portraiture to landscape, but 
with an eye for capturing an emotion particular to each scene. He also had a 
background in composing and recording music, with his own compositions having 
an ethereal, ambient, quality to them.



THE A&N EXPERIENCE

ART, DESIGN & PEFORMANCE
Art Installations
Story Cloth
By Kerri Strobl
Artist Supported by Kim Neeser

Come and stitch with me on my Story Cloth, let’s tell each other our stories as 
we weave our threads together on this place that many of us call “home”. Myself, 
the seeds and customs of my people has changed the face and function of this 
land Treaty 6, Amiskwaciwâskahikan / ᐊᒥᐢᑲᐧᒋᐋᐧᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ. Though I was born here 
I have much to learn about the history and people whose lands these are and 
those who have settled here, so come and let us talk and mend the holes in  
my cloth.



THE A&N EXPERIENCE

ART, DESIGN & PEFORMANCE
Art Installations
BIPOwer
The main focus of BIPOwer is to celebrate BIPOC women, while simultaneously 
bearing in mind the obscene misrepresentation and under-representation of 
people of colour in the arts industry.

Creators:
Photographer, Jenna Silverstone
Co-Director, Josephine Coyes-Loiselle
Co-Director & Graphic Designer, Nataly Zuria

Models: 
Acacia Léchot, Georgia Korfeh, Kennedy Nichols, Mary Frank, Mehak Kael & 
Zainab Azhar



THE A&N EXPERIENCE VIP OPENING & A-LINE VARIETY SHOW

MARCH 4, 6:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability.  

Designed by Vignettes and home to our Cabaret Stage, be the first to experience 
the interactive art installations and hear what the festival has in store! Grab a 
drink, some delicious bites thanks to Otto Food and Drink, enjoy music by DJ Kena 
Leon, and get lost in the art with us. Then stay for our annual A-Line Variety Show 
at 7:30pm!

Featuring:
Emcees, Girl Brain
Drummers, Kita no Taiko
Singer-songwriter, Phyllis Sinclair
Flamenco Performers, Flamenco del Corazón
Clown, Sophie May Healey as Hysteria Winthrop
Musicians, Sadie’s Ghost
Dancers, Belediyya Dance Company
Musician, HAIDEE
Musicians, The Ukeclectics

Poet, Dawn Carter 
Artist Sponsored by

Live Painting by Ania Telfer 
With Headlining Act, 
Girlz With Guitarz





A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 5, 8:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability.

Four bands will rock our Cabaret Stage and get you moving all night long. 
Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never have before 
with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop toe-tapping 
music. 

THE GODDAMSELS
The Goddamsels are an alt-country band from Alberta led by vocalists Mallory 
Chipman and Freddi MacDougall. Inspired by their prairie origins and grassroots 
attitudes, The Goddamsels are crafting music by the people, for the people. 
Their debut EP, Wayward Daughter, explores classic country themes of hardship, 
heartache, and the power of togetherness, all delivered with a modern edge. It 
will be released in early 2022. The Goddamsels are currently living and creating on 
Treaty Six Territory & Unceded Kanien’kehà:ka Territory where Indigenous people 
and communities have been making music for millenia. The Goddamsels are a 
proud Royalty Records Inc. artist.

A LITTLE BIT COUNTRY

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by



A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 5, 8:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Four bands will rock our Cabaret Stage and get you moving all night long. 
Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never have before 
with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop toe-tapping 
music. 

THE BACKYARD BETTIES
The Backyard Betties are a country-folk trio based out of Calgary who are sure 
to get your toes tapping. Their high energy show features engaging and heart 
felt original songs written by lead singer Nancy Laberge. The blend of harmonies 
by guitarist Mark Cassano and drummer Sarah Nielsen provide a rich sound that 
captivates. You can see the Betties at coffee shops, folk clubs and festivals and or 
have them play a house concert for you.

A LITTLE BIT COUNTRY

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by



A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 5, 8:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Four bands will rock our Cabaret Stage and get you moving all night long. 
Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never have before 
with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop toe-tapping 
music. 

SADIE’S GHOST
Sadie’s Ghost is Amber-Lynn Yourk (mandolin/guitar), Hannah Goa (fiddle/guitar), 
and Toby Tellier (bass/clawhammer banjo). An acoustic string band from Alberta, 
Sadie’s Ghost bridges bluegrass, Appalachian old-time, and folk music traditions. 
Accomplished instrumentalists in their own right, together they bring each other 
to new levels. Their music tends to the soul, transporting audiences out of the 
day-to-day with rousing, rough-hewn hootenanny and delicately spun, haunting 
harmonies.

A LITTLE BIT COUNTRY

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by



A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 5, 8:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Four bands will rock our Cabaret Stage and get you moving all night long. 
Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never have before 
with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop toe-tapping 
music. 

MELODY MCARTHUR
Melody McArthur is a melodic R&B artist hailing originally from Treaty 8 Territory whose 
sound is described as a mix between Rihanna & The Weeknd. McArthur is a multi award 
winning and nominated artist and is currently in consideration for a Native American Music 
Award Nomination for 2022 in New York City, USA. McArthur’s had nine singles chart the 
National Indigenous Music Countdown and in May 2021, she hit #1 on the Jukasa Radio Top 
40 alongside Justin Bieber, 24kGoldn, Cardi B, and Britney Spears for her single, Learn to 
Breathe. McArthur is set to feature on multiple collaborations and release her 4th album 
titled Kizmet in the Spring of 2022. Unceded is the first single release from Kizmet and 
a definite bop that hit #1 on the National Indigenous Music Countdown (IMG) Sept 2021. 
Accompanied by Badger.

A LITTLE BIT COUNTRY

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by





A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 10, 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Three musical acts to fill your soul take to our Cabaret Stage to get you moving 
all night long. Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never 
have before with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop 
toe-tapping music.  

C.J.
C.J. presents “Rooted in Love,” a set of songs in the style of Soul/R&B celebrating 
People of Colour including their Filipino and Jamaican roots. Their acoustic set 
will explore love through the lens of diverse artists who have paved the way for 
Soul and R&B today. Their set will also include some contemporary artists with 
songs that have inspired them as young artists as well as in their personal lives.

A LITTLE BIT ROOTS & SOUL

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by



A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 10, 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Three musical acts to fill your soul take to our Cabaret Stage to get you moving 
all night long. Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never 
have before with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop 
toe-tapping music.  

R O Y A
R O Y A is a songstress blending pop, jazz and her middle eastern roots into a 
soulful expression of truth. Mixing the sounds of acoustic guitars, folk rhythms, 
and jazz infused melodies, Roya encaptures her audiences with direct but poetic 
encounters. Her work centres on themes of identity and belonging as a biracial 
woman growing up in northern Canada, with roots in Iran and Ukraine. Roya‘s 
debut album “Breath and Being” will be released on Bent River Records in  
spring 2022.

A LITTLE BIT ROOTS & SOUL

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by



A&N MUSIC SERIES

MARCH 10, 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Three musical acts to fill your soul take to our Cabaret Stage to get you moving 
all night long. Designed by Vignettes, experience the Army & Navy like you never 
have before with interactive art installations, design, live painting, and non-stop 
toe-tapping music.  

HAIDEE
HAIDEE is an up and coming Pop/ R&B singer-songwriter. Her most recent release ”2U,” 
features FITZGERVLD, a fresh, carefree sound, and effortlessly agile vocals. Her debut 
EP, coyly titled ”An EP,’ was released June 26th, 2020. She released her debut single 
”Unsteady” in March with follow-up singles ”193” and ”Nice Guy” which were lauded as 
being fresh, straightforward, and sincere. Influenced by female pop/ R&B heroes like 
Julia Michaels, Niki, and UMI, HAIDEE writes and records her music in a cozy basement 
studio in an effort to preserve the emotional honesty of her music. ”There is something 
about not tracking in a traditional studio that keeps me authentic and vulnerable rather 
than feeling like I am performing, where I am more critical of myself,” she explains.
Artist Supported by Marguerite Trussler

A LITTLE BIT ROOTS & SOUL

Venue Sponsored by Event Sponsored by



COMEDY NIGHT

MARCH 11, 9:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Tickle your funny bones with this late night comedy show featuring Stand-Up 
Comedian, Celeste Lampa, and Musical Comedy Duo, The Dirrty Show! This 90 
minute shared performance will be sure to get you roaring in your seats with (safe 
and distanced) laughter that will stick with you all night long.

STAND-UP COMEDIAN, CELESTE LAMPA
Celeste Lampa has become a favourite in Western Canada’s comedy scene. Her 
material stems from being a first generation Filipino-Canadian, a mom, a wife; and 
from being extremely tired. Her talent has lead her to work with some of today’s 
best comics. She’s performed throughout Canada, and has been featured at the 
SheDot Comedy Festival in Toronto and The Grindstone Comedy Festival in 
Edmonton.

WITH THE DIRRTY SHOW & CELESTE LAMPA

Venue Sponsored by



COMEDY NIGHT

MARCH 11, 9:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability.

Tickle your funny bones with this late night comedy show featuring Stand-Up 
Comedian, Celeste Lampa, and Musical Comedy Duo, The Dirrty Show! This 90 
minute shared performance will be sure to get you roaring in your seats with (safe 
and distanced) laughter that will stick with you all night long.

MUSICAL COMEDY DUO, THE DIRRTY SHOW
Put some “Double R-Rated” songstress stank in your ear holes with The Dirrty 
Show’s unfiltered brand of quick wit and slick licks. Kayla & Melody will tickle 
your funny-boner with their harmonious and hilarious ballads of boobs and balls 
– served with a side of ridiculous faces and dance moves. Using carefully crafted 
musicality, comedy and otherwise unmentionable sexual subject matter, their 
goal is to ride your mind down into the gutter. You might be blushing but it’s a 
ride you won’t forget.

WITH THE DIRRTY SHOW & CELESTE LAMPA

Venue Sponsored by



COMEDY NIGHT

MARCH 12, 9:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Ready to laugh your… brains… off? This performance featuring the hilarious sketch 
comedy troupe Girl Brain and musical guest ZENON+ is sure to bring a smile to 
your (masked) face all night long.

GIRL BRAIN GETS THEIR VERVE BACK!
Girl Brain Sketch Comedy is a collection of observational, situational and sensational 
humour from the hearts and minds of three fine Albertan ladies! Written, directed and 
performed by Alyson Dicey, Ellie Heath and Caley Suliak, their shows explore all the 
finest and goriest bits of a Girl’s Brain through sketch comedy. This group has seen great 
success in their short time together- they’ve been sponsored by both Bumble and A&W. In 
addition, they’ve appeared front page in all of the popular arts and culture publications in 
Edmonton as well as being regular fixtures on Edmonton AM (CBC Radio). 

“Arguably the hottest comedy act happening in the city, the sketch comedy trio of 
Alyson Dicey, Caley Suliak, and Ellie Heath are the talented gals who provide the laughs 
about everyday life situations.” -Lucy Haines, DAZE Magazine 

WITH GIRL BRAIN & MUSICAL GUEST ZENON+

Venue Sponsored by



COMEDY NIGHT

MARCH 12, 9:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Army & Navy (10411 82 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability. 

Ready to laugh your… brains… off? This performance featuring the hilarious sketch 
comedy troupe Girl Brain and musical guest ZENON+ is sure to bring a smile to 
your (masked) face all night long.

ZENON+
Artist Sponsored by

ZENON+ is a Calgary based duo offering up original music notably influenced by 
R&B. ZENON plays keys, her powerful and soulful vocals take centre stage giving 
life to the lyrics she composes. BEV is an accomplished percussionist and musician 
who plays a wide range of genres and sings harmonies. When playing live, you can 
expect to hear engaging originals interwoven with groove inspired songs spanning 
country to jazz. No matter what this duo perform, ZENON and BEV dish up a 
memorable experience.

WITH GIRL BRAIN & MUSICAL GUEST ZENON+

Venue Sponsored by



TO BUY TICKETS VISIT SKIRTSAFIRE.COM/RAFFLE

SkirtsAfire Society. License #593114. Draw will take place using a Random Number Generator on March 18, 2022 at 9911 83 Street 
NW, Edmonton. Winners do not need to be present and will be contacted via email or phone by March 19, 2022. Winner has 90 
days to claim their prize. Tickets may only be sold in Alberta. Purchasers must be 18 years of age or older. 12,470 tickets available.



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

What happens when you bring together storytelling, poetry, photography, 
history, feminism, creative non-fiction and theatre? What starts as words on the 
page is brought to life where we get to meet ordinary and extraordinary women 
in creative surprising ways.

坐月子 SITTING THE MONTH
Jia Jia Yong & Kathryn Gwun-Yeen Lennon
“坐月子 Sitting the Month” is a multilingual performance by Kathryn Gwun-Yeen 
Lennon and Jia Jia Yong exploring personal experiences and traditional knowledge 
in the Chinese custom of postpartum recovery. Bringing together memories and 
recipes, poetry and performance, research and reflection, “坐月子 Sitting the 
Month” honours the traditions and the generations of women in our lives who 
nurture and care for us, and reflects on how we adapt ancient knowledge to our 
time and place.

OFF THE PAGE



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

What happens when you bring together storytelling, poetry, photography, 
history, feminism, creative non-fiction and theatre? What starts as words on the 
page is brought to life where we get to meet ordinary and extraordinary women 
in creative surprising ways.

FRANCESCA WOODMAN: SOME PHOTOGRAPHS, 
SOUNDS, QUESTIONS
Catherine Owen
Francesca Woodman was an American photographer who lived from 1958 to 1981. 
This piece enters six of her photographs from 75-79, creates sound scapes from 
three of her recurring motifs and asks questions about the way we suppress our 
sexuality and how it traumatizes us as young women. The work will be performed 
with props, recitation and movements. Catherine Owen is the author of 15 
collections of poetry and prose. She also runs a podcast, performance series and 
magazine, and has undertaken solo shows such as Sister as well as collaborating 
with musicians, artists and dancers.

OFF THE PAGE



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

What happens when you bring together storytelling, poetry, photography, 
history, feminism, creative non-fiction and theatre? What starts as words on the 
page is brought to life where we get to meet ordinary and extraordinary women 
in creative surprising ways.

INTERVIEW HISTORY – NELLIE MCCLUNG
Rooney and Punyi Productions
Interview History is a wonderful series of historical theatre pieces created by Rooney and Punyi 
Productions that has been touring communities across Canada, from huge international conferences 
to intimate living-room book clubs.  Meet Nellie McClung (1873 – 1951) on of Canada’s greatest 
suffragists, a politician and an author who fought to get Canadian women the right to vote.  In an 
interview-setting, hear about her fight against the plights of poverty, substance abuse, child abuse and 
misogyny,  as well as her personal struggles with an overbearing mother, the death of a child, and her 
personal fight against a society that wanted to silence women.

Interview History – Nellie McClung was researched and written by Maureen Rooney and has toured 
across 3 provinces as well as NWT, performing to audiences of 800 at international conventions, as 
well as to small-town community halls and even in living-room book-clubs. Despite what we would 
consider today to be very colonial views, Nellie would be the first to admit that she was an imperfect 
human who made mistakes, she was a lively, entertaining advocate for women’s rights who has a good 
story to tell. And we love a good story!

OFF THE PAGE







OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

emBODYment is a brand new event to SkirtsAfire! Four different groups come 
together to bring us an array of awe-inspiring movement pieces including dance, 
drumming and aerial – all in one evening of impactful moments in motion.

AEQUILIBRIUM: DRUMMING, MUSIC & AERIAL
By Rabbits Three Cultural Connections with Sandra Olarte, Dan Torres, and 
Carley Okamura
Rabbits Three Cultural Connections is a performance company that focuses 
on innovative work in the cultural arts. R3 believes in art as a tool to express 
the human experience interacting in our society- identity, history, conflict, and 
emotion. In “Aequilibrium”, the Japanese drums and flute are paired with the aerial 
silks to express the common struggle of balance in daily life, and the problems 
with over-productivity culture.

Artists Supported by Kathleen & Denis Meyer

EMBODYMENT: AERIAL,
DRUMMING & DANCE



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

emBODYment is a brand new event to SkirtsAfire! Four different groups come 
together to bring us an array of awe-inspiring movement pieces including dance, 
drumming and aerial – all in one evening of impactful moments in motion.

EXCERPTS
By Viva Dance featuring Stephanie Lilley, Kelsey Wright and Asim Chin
A collection of Viva Dance Company‘s latests works including pieces from their 
fringe show, “Water.” Viva Dance is an indie company that strives to empower 
professional dancers in and out of the studio.

Artists Supported by Rebecca Schulte

EMBODYMENT: AERIAL,
DRUMMING & DANCE



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

emBODYment is a brand new event to SkirtsAfire! Four different groups come 
together to bring us an array of awe-inspiring movement pieces including dance, 
drumming and aerial – all in one evening of impactful moments in motion.

KINDLING
By Movement Carousel featuring Kathleen Hughes, Janita Frantsi and Jen 
Dunford
Kindling is a contemporary dance piece that celebrates the manifestation of unity 
that we feel is globally emerging. This project is a return to life and life-giving 
connections. Integrating the elements found in nature will help to demonstrate 
what we feel humanity is headed towards; a reciprocal relationship between us 
and nature. As our concept reveals, you will see dancers representing dynamics 
found in nature that coexist together, surrounded by the voice of musician  
Karen Porkka.

EMBODYMENT: AERIAL,
DRUMMING & DANCE



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 6, 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

emBODYment is a brand new event to SkirtsAfire! Four different groups come 
together to bring us an array of awe-inspiring movement pieces including dance, 
drumming and aerial – all in one evening of impactful moments in motion.

MITRA – THE GUARDIAN OF LIFE
By Shivamanohari Company   Artists Supported by Annette Loiselle & Terry Coyes

Surya astakam
An octet poem describes the beauty of SUN (Surya in Sanskrit)
The magnificent power, brightens the entire world with new hope. He is the source of all 
creatures and because of him, life on earth is still sustained. Surya’s iconography is depicted 
as riding a golden chariot drawn by seven mares, here seven might represents Seven colors 
of the rainbow or seven days in a week or seven chakras in the body (power centers).
In this presentation you would see the dancers raise in calm as the first rays of the Sun on 
his chariot slowly gaining speed as the day progresses. The dancers describe the beauty 
of Sun in his white robes, holding a white lotus in his hand. As the octet comes to end the 
dancers are seen depicting the sunset and Sun’s chariot coming to a slow halt.

EMBODYMENT: AERIAL,
DRUMMING & DANCE







OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability.

She, the Rock is a braided poetic event followed by a panel discussion, showcasing the voices of Rayanne Haines, Dwennimmen, Emily Riddle and 
Dawn Carter, four of Edmonton’s celebrated poets and storytellers.

Hosted by acclaimed author, Jacqueline Baker, She, the Rock is the highly anticipated follow up to She, the River, a 2020 film featuring eight 
powerhouse Edmonton poets of varying ages and cultural backgrounds. 

She, the Rock, explores the poets’ upbringing, truths, and family journeys. Together, they share with us the embodiment of their personal stories as 
they intertwine in this city. By interweaving their journeys together in story on the stage, they invite you to embrace and celebrate the collection of 
their diverse histories and present realities.

SHE, THE ROCK: POETRY 
& PANEL DISCUSSION

Event Sponsored by



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability.

She, the Rock is a braided poetic event followed by a panel discussion, 
showcasing the voices of Rayanne Haines, Dwennimmen, Emily Riddle and Dawn 
Carter, four of Edmonton’s celebrated poets and storytellers.

RAYANNE HAINES
Rayanne Haines is an award-winning hybrid author and the 2022 Regional Writer 
in Residence for the Metro Edmonton Federation of Libraries. She is the author 
of three poetry collections, The Stories in My Skin, Stained with the Colours of 
Sunday Morning and Tell the Birds Your Body is Not a Gun, and is the host of the 
literary podcast Crow Reads. An Edmonton Artist Trust Fund recipient, Rayanne 
has performed across Canada and has been featured in several journals that start 
with the letter F such as the Fiddlehead, Funicular and FreeFall.

SHE, THE ROCK: POETRY 
& PANEL DISCUSSION

Event Sponsored by



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

She, the Rock is a braided poetic event followed by a panel discussion, 
showcasing the voices of Rayanne Haines, Dwennimmen, Emily Riddle and Dawn 
Carter, four of Edmonton’s celebrated poets and storytellers.

DWENNIMMEN
DWENNIMMEN – amiskwaciy-wâskahikan (Edmonton – Treaty 6) born poet 
and spoken word artist Shima Robinson embodies, with every poem, the 
ancient meaning of her chosen pen name. Dwennimmen is the name of an 
ancient African Adinkra symbol, which means strength, humility, learning and 
wisdom. She is the author of the self-published book of poems, HORN, and the 
forthcoming book, Bellow (Glass House Press). 

SHE, THE ROCK: POETRY 
& PANEL DISCUSSION

Event Sponsored by



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability. 

She, the Rock is a braided poetic event followed by a panel discussion, 
showcasing the voices of Rayanne Haines, Dwennimmen, Emily Riddle and Dawn 
Carter, four of Edmonton’s celebrated poets and storytellers.

EMILY RIDDLE
Emily Riddle is nehiyaw and a member of the Alexander First Nation in Treaty 6. 
She lives in amiskwaciwâskahikan. A writer, public library worker and researcher, 
she sits on the board of advisers for the Yellowhead Institute, a First Nations-
led think tank. Emily was shortlisted for the 2020 CBC Poetry Prize and selected 
for the 2021 Writers’ Trust of Canada mentorship program. Her writing has been 
featured in Teen Vogue, The Globe and Mail, Malahat Review, Room Magazine, 
among others. 

SHE, THE ROCK: POETRY 
& PANEL DISCUSSION

Event Sponsored by



OTHER EVENTS AT THE WESTBURY

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $18 for Adults and $15 for Students/Seniors (plus applicable fees) at tickets.
fringetheatre.ca or at the door subject to availability.

She, the Rock is a braided poetic event followed by a panel discussion, 
showcasing the voices of Rayanne Haines, Dwennimmen, Emily Riddle and Dawn 
Carter, four of Edmonton’s celebrated poets and storytellers.

DAWN CARTER
Artist Sponsored by
DAWN CARTER is a writer, educator, performance poet, public speaker, entrepreneur, and activist with 
Caribbean heritage. She emigrated with her family from England in the late 70s. They lived in rural Alberta 
before settling in Edmonton, where she considers herself a Northsider for life. She was involved in 
Edmonton’s nascent poetry scene at the Backroom Vodka Bar with the Raving Poets Band. From there, she 
read her fiery works in Edmonton, Toronto, and Calgary. Dawn has mentored and encouraged many writers 
since the 90s and is proud to count some Edmonton Poet Laureates as her mentees. She worked with 
altView, YouthWrite Society Canada, Edmonton Public Library, and other organizations as a performer, 
instructor, and producer. In 2016, she hosted the Ministry of Human Services Inspiration Awards, which 
recognized the work of Albertans committed to violence prevention and wellbeing in their communities. 
Most recently, her writing has appeared in The Black Prairie Archives: An Anthology (2020), the first 
collection of Black writers from the Canadian Prairies. She’s got stories and fighting words and it looks 
like that’s not going to change. She lives in harmony with her dog Stella and her cat Roscoe. She’s also the 
Executive Director of the Pride Centre of Edmonton.

SHE, THE ROCK: POETRY 
& PANEL DISCUSSION

Event Sponsored by





RISING VOICES: WOMEN PODCASTING ON THE ARTS

MARCH 12, 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: Pay-What-You-Can at tickets.fringetheatre.ca

Local voices in the podcasting sphere discuss how the format integrates with 
their own creative output, and gives rise to critical voices working in the 
arts. Hosted by Fawnda Mithrush. Presented by Alberta Podcast Network/
YEGPodfest. 

FAWNDA MITHRUSH
Fawnda Mithrush has been at the executive director’s desk 
for LitFest desk since 2014, and has played General Manager 
for Theatre Network and the outdoor Freewill Shakespeare 
Festival. An award-winning podcast producer, she consults 
on arts administration and nonprofit management, is 
Program Director for the Alberta Podcast Network, and 
founder of YEGPodfest. Identifying as a Dedicated Booster 
of Edmonton’s arts ecology, she also is a proud fur-mom to 
two Labrador retrievers, an avid traveller, voracious reader, 
and darn good cook.

Event Sponsored by



RISING VOICES: WOMEN PODCASTING ON THE ARTS

MARCH 12, 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: Pay-What-You-Can at tickets.fringetheatre.ca

Local voices in the podcasting sphere discuss how the format integrates with 
their own creative output, and gives rise to critical voices working in the 
arts. Hosted by Fawnda Mithrush. Presented by Alberta Podcast Network/
YEGPodfest. 

RAYENNE HAINES
Rayanne Haines is the 2022 Regional Writer in 
Residence for the Metro Edmonton Federation 
of Libraries. She is the author of three books of 
Poetry, The Stories in My Skin (Self-published, 
2013), Stained with the Colours of Sunday 
Morning (Inanna, 2017), and Tell The Birds Your 
Body Is Not A Gun (Frontenac, 2021) and four 
genre fiction novels. She is the host of the 
literary podcast Crow Reads, the Vice President 
for the League of Canadian Poets, and a 
member of the teaching faculty with MacEwan 
University. At Crow Reads, Rayanne Haines 
interviews intersectional writers, publishers, 
agents and editors with a focus on Alberta.

MAKDA MULATU
Makda Mulatu is a writer and podcaster living on Treaty 6 
territory in amiskwacîwâskahikan or Edmonton, Alberta. 
Her work has been published or is forthcoming in places 
like Glass Buffalo, Contemporary Verse 2, and Hungry Zine. 
Makda is the Media and Events Manager of Edmonton’s Glass 
Bookshop where she produces the podcast Glass Bookshop 
Radio. Alongside co-host Jason Purcell, she interviews some 
of Canada’s most exciting authors and publishers.



RISING VOICES: WOMEN PODCASTING ON THE ARTS

MARCH 12, 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Westbury Theatre (10330 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: Pay-What-You-Can at tickets.fringetheatre.ca

Local voices in the podcasting sphere discuss how the format integrates with 
their own creative output, and gives rise to critical voices working in the 
arts. Hosted by Fawnda Mithrush. Presented by Alberta Podcast Network/
YEGPodfest. 

SHEENA ROSSITER
Sheena Rossiter is an award-winning journalist, 
podcaster, and filmmaker. From 2013 to 2017, 
she was the Rio de Janeiro correspondent for 
Monocle magazine and a senior video journalist 
at DAZN. Before that, she was based in São 
Paulo, London, and Barcelona. Her audio and 
video work has been broadcast by the CBC, the 
BBC, and the New York Times, among others. 
She has produced various documentaries 
and podcasts, including “3 Siblings” (2018), the 
Storylines podcast, and The Deep Dive from 
The Walrus podcast. She’s the senior digital 
producer at The Walrus, and the co-founder of 
Dona Ana Films & Multimedia.

SAMANTHA HEES
Samantha Hees is an Edmonton podcaster and co-host of 
I Love This, You Should Too, a podcast about sharing the 
things you like with the people you love, regardless of how 
terrible you think their taste may be. Along with her fiancé 
Indy Randhawa, they discover each other’s favourite movies 
and books. In her spare time she enjoys reading, coaching 
cheerleading, and playing hockey.





SONGS IN THE SANCTUARY

MARCH 12, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Holy Trinity Church (10037 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability.. 

This celebration of women’s voices will feature 3 local women’s choir 
performances featuring a shared Cree choral arrangement by Sherryl 
Sewepagaham and the powerful harmonies of Nîpisîy ᓂᐱᓯᕀ, who will also finish 
the evening with a solo performance.

CANTABO ENSEMBLE
Conducted by Dr. Joy Berg
Cantabo Women’s Ensemble is in its inaugural year, now with 5 months of 
existence! This non-auditioned choir – part of  Dr. Joy Berg’s Sanctuary Sounds 
business –  is open to anyone who would like to sing sacred music, and be part of 
a wonderful community of women! Meeting every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30pm 
at Christ Church (Angican) in Edmonton, this choir participates in community and 
church events. Many of the singers have been part of the now-disbanded Bella 
Voce (Concordia); these singers, and the whole ensemble of Cantabo, are very 
pleased to continue to be part of SkirtsAfire under this new name and  
new mission.



SONGS IN THE SANCTUARY

MARCH 12, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Holy Trinity Church (10037 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability.. 

This celebration of women’s voices will feature 3 local women’s choir 
performances featuring a shared Cree choral arrangement by Sherryl 
Sewepagaham and the powerful harmonies of Nîpisîy ᓂᐱᓯᕀ, who will also finish 
the evening with a solo performance.

ARIOSE
Conducted by Jolaine Kerley
Ariose Women’s Choir is an award winning, nationally recognized choir of 
singers from all walks of life. Based in Edmonton, Alberta, and led by their 
artistic director, Jolaine Kerley, the group enjoys the challenge of exploring and 
performing music of various styles and periods, and strives to expose audiences 
to a vast array of women’s choral music. Founded in 1995 by Dr. Marilyn Kerley, 
Ariose Women’s Choir has built a legacy of excellence in choral music locally 
and beyond. The group regularly performs pieces by Canadian artists, and has 
commissioned several works by many Canadian composers. Ariose is excited to 
be back rehearsing and performing in person this year and the ladies look forward 
to being involved in the SkirtsAfire Women’s Festival again. 



SONGS IN THE SANCTUARY

MARCH 12, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Holy Trinity Church (10037 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the 
door and subject to availability.

This celebration of women’s voices will feature 3 local women’s choir 
performances featuring a shared Cree choral arrangement by Sherryl 
Sewepagaham and the powerful harmonies of Nîpisîy ᓂᐱᓯᕀ, who will also finish 
the evening with a solo performance.

CHANTEUSES
Conducted by Heather Bedford-Clooney
Chanteuses, part of the Edmonton Columbian Choirs, is a group of 25 voices 
(18 and over).  Growing out of the Columbian Girls’ Choir, they have been in 
existence since 1991.  They have sung with the Edmonton Symphony, Alberta 
Ballet and for the Lt. Governor. In 2001, they were guests of the Government 
of Canada and performed for Canada Day on Parliament Hill. They have been 
finalists in the CBC Amateur Choir Competition several times. The choir has 
commissioned several  compositions from Canadian composers including Dr. 
Mark Sirett and Dr. Larry Nickel. They are very happy to be part of SkirtsAfire and 
look forward to celebrating women by making music with other  
women’s choirs.



SONGS IN THE SANCTUARY

MARCH 12, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Holy Trinity Church (10037 84 Ave NW)
Tickets: $15 (plus applicable fees) in advance at tickets.fringetheatre.ca and $20 at the door and subject to availability.. 

This celebration of women’s voices will feature 3 local women’s choir performances featuring a shared Cree choral arrangement by Sherryl 
Sewepagaham and the powerful harmonies of Nîpisîy ᓂᐱᓯ+, who will also finish the evening with a solo performance.

NÎPISÎY  ᓂᐱᓯ+
Nîpisîy, an Indigenous women’s ensemble blending Indigenous tradition and contemporary vocal harmonies with rhythms in the spirit of happiness, 
health and healing. Nîpisîy, meaning willow in Cree, perfectly embodies the authentic intention of combining four veteran vocalists to create a 
powerful and melodic collaboration which intertwines the strength of women’s voices. Featuring Debbie Houle, Donita Large, Cindy Paul, and Sherryl 
Sewepagaham.

Artists Supported by Bernadette Gasslein 



AND BE ENTERED TO
WIN GREAT PRIZES!

TAKE OUR
SURVEY OTTO FOOD & DRINK

PRIZE PACKAGE
Including a t-shirt, toque, bike 
bell and a $50 gift certificate!

$100 LONG & MCQUADE
GIFT CARD

$100 TRANSCEND COFFEE
GIFT CARD

PURA BOTANICALS
PRIZE PACKAGE

Including an Overnight 
Watermelon Mask & Countess 

Cleansing Nectar

$40 SHOP HARROW
GIFT CARD
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ART, DESIGN, MUSIC, 
COMEDY AND MORE… 

LIVE IN OLD STRATHCONA!

Join us for a stroll around 
Old Strathcona to visit 
our Skirt Design Displays, 
stop in for a coffee or 
bite as you listen to 
our singer-songwriters 
serenade you, check out 
our Visual Art Installation, 
then finish off your night 
with a concert, comedy 
show, or variety show!

SKIRTSAFIRE.COM/SKIRTSONWHYTE



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

ON DISPLAY FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

LOCATIONS
1.  C’est Sera + Kelly Wollf (8239 104 Street NW)
2. The Paint Spot (10032 81 Ave NW)
3. The QUILTBAG (10516 82 Ave NW)
4. gravitypope Tailored Goods (10414 82 Ave NW)

We have chosen 9 local artists to be a part of creating a full window display 
at 1 of 4 participating Old Strathcona retailers, with an upcycled skirt as the 
centrepiece. 

The Skirt designer’s challenge will be to design a piece using upcycled waste 
materials that the retailers provide such as cardboard, plastics, and other materials 
that would normally end up in the landfill. Based on the theme of 4 Directions, 
each window display will have a color: red, white, blue or yellow. 

Visit all 4 and see how the same upcycled materials were used in 
4 directions by these different artists.

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS



VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

JOANNE NGO, SKIRT DESIGNER
East/Yellow Window located at C’est Sera + Kelly Wollf
Joanne is a maker, artist, seamstress and educator! She is the founder 
of HelloPiggy Creations, her handmade business where she shares 
her passion for creating with the world through her artwork and 
handmade items. Whether it be sewing clothes or painting with 
acrylics, creating with her hands has always been her favourite form of 
self care! She had the opportunity to explore these passions further 
through her studies at the University of Alberta, where she graduated 
with a B.Sc. in Human Ecology and a B.Ed. in Secondary Education 
with a minor in art. As an avid upcycler, this will be Joanne’s fourth 
year making an upcycled skirt for the SkirtsAfire Skirt Competition/
Challenge!

hellopiggycreations.com
@hellopiggycreations_
/hellopiggycreations

SKIRTS ON WHYTE SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS
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Artist 
Sponsored by



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

WENDY WARD, PROPS DESIGNER
East/Yellow Window located at C’est Sera + Kelly Wollf
North/White Window located at gravitypope Tailored Goods
My name is Wendy Ward.  I have a passion for creating and design, 
which includes anything and everything from fancy hats, holiday prop 
designing, interior decorating, recipes, recycled and upcycled creations 
and everything else in between. My future goals are to create and design 
perfume formulations with natural materials because most perfumes 
today are created with synthetic materials which I believe are causing 
allergic reactions to scents for many people. I have my eye on a finer 
and hopeful future for all of us. I love to recycle/upcycle materials 
which inspires creativity in all of us.  I find it to be both challenging and 
rewarding to create a one of a kind project. One of my favorite materials 
to work with is plastics because of their strength, durability and versatility.  
Most importantly, to reuse plastic means it does not end up in the landfill 
where it may take up to 1000 years to decompose.

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS

Artist 
Sponsored by



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

UNA MOMOLU, SKIRT DESIGNER
South/Red Window located at The Paint Spot
Una is the owner and founder of Nyon Kpee. 

Una designs clothes incorporating traditional African cloth, crochet 
and western textiles; creating a unique fashion style that showcases 
her African heritage and her Canadian upbringings.

 Una’s goal is to highlight the rich diversity of African fashion, and to 
revamp the disappearing art of country cloth production. Una intends 
to become an ambassador for this amazing art craft, and to blend 
it with crochet. She does not only want to see beautiful women 
everywhere wear the Nyon Kpee brand, but she also wants them to 
feel and understand the deep, woven history, art, and spirituality that 
goes into Nyon Kpee.

Read Una’s full bio at skirtsafire.com/skirt-design

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS

Artist 
Sponsored by



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

KAREN BISHOP, PROPS DESIGNER
South/Red Window located at The Paint Spot
Karen is a full-time watercolour artist originally from the UK and now living 
in Edmonton, Alberta. Inspired by the landscape, especially the mountains 
just west of her home, Karen prefers to paint on location, allowing the 
painting to unfold naturally and intuitively. For Karen, art is an escape from 
the everyday, a chance to experience the earth more fully.

Thoughts on the theme, 4 Directions: 
As a predominately outdoor painter I am naturally enamoured by all directions, each way I turn 
offers me a new scene, a scene to study, enjoy and perhaps commit to canvas or perhaps just to 
memory. Before I began my art career I would often not notice the beauty that was to the side 
of me or the joy and meaning to be had if I would just do a complete 180 degrees. Art, being the 
perfect metaphor for life, has allowed me the courage to see four directions as opportunities to 
grow and learn. I have been blessed to study so many viewpoints and I find myself open to new 
experiences, new points of view and new ways of living. It is this openness and respect that I feel 
when I think of the four directions and what I would like to express with my art.

karenbishop.ca

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS
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Sponsored by



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

JANI GALARNEAU, PROPS DESIGNER
South/Red Window located at The Paint Spot

International mixed media artist Jani Galarneau is known for her 
infectious energy and passion for creating. Her modus operandi is 
vibrant colors with a whimsical style and textures that not only draws 
the eye, but also makes you want to experience the art by touch. 
Jani brings her unique style together with many found objects as her 
passion for recycling and upcycling is key to her work. Currently she is 
teaching in the United States.

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS

Artist 
Sponsored by



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

THE LIL’ EMBROIDEBEE, SKIRT DESIGNER
West/Blue Window located at The QUILTBAG
J (they/them) is a queer trans disabled multidisciplinary artist 
based on Treaty 6 Territory. A gentle garden gay at heart, they love 
embroidering all things botanical and queer. They are passionate 
about focusing their research and art on queerness, activism and 
nature. 

Thoughts on the theme, 4 Directions:
I have been enjoying finding creative ways to use materials. As a 
fibre artist, I especially love transforming leftover thread and fabric 
scraps into new creations. I am so grateful and excited to be a part 
of this year’s skirt designs along with so many talented people. 

@thelilembroidebee
@thelilembroidebee
etsy.com/ca/shop/thelilembroidebee

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS
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SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

JENNIFER ROBERGE, PROPS DESIGNER
West/Blue Window located at The QUILTBAG
Jennifer keeps busy pursuing various art forms and falling for many 
she tries. She is learning to use her voice by expressing herself through 
these media and sending her creations out into the world.

Thoughts on the theme, 4 Directions:
The bison, with its sturdy composition and free roaming origins, is an 
apt representation for adulthood, one of the facets comprising west. 
I used to imagine adulthood as doing what others expected me to 
do, but it has proven to be the opposite: a period of standing strong 
as I find my unique path through life, moved by an inner freedom to 
discover, impermeable to forces of duty-bound persuasion.

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS

Artist 
Sponsored by



SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

LORRAINE DEZMAN, SKIRT DESIGNER
North/White Window located at gravitypope Tailored Goods
As long as I can remember, I have had a love affair with making things 
– anything, everything, simply the journey of creating. As a self-taught 
maker, I work without rules to find my own way through processes. I 
love to work in mediums that cannot be fully controlled, where you 
never really know where the process will lead and the final outcome 
is always a bit of a revelation. A rescuer at heart, I see possibilities in 
everything. I celebrate imperfections and treasure the things made 
out of caring that cultivate a connection to all consciousness. 

@thepondhopper

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS
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SKIRTS ON WHYTE

VISIT THIS ARTIST’S DESIGN ON DISPLAY 
FROM FEB 28 - MARCH 13, 2022

TANYA EDISON, PROPS DESIGNER
North/White Window located at gravitypope Tailored Goods
Tanya Edison, multi-media artist from Nova Scotia. Worked in 
construction as a residential painter for over 25 years. Wants to see 
more women in construction trades and will talk about it to anyone 
who will listen. Believes everyone is a unique piece of art within their 
personal journey. 

Thoughts on the upcycled challenge:
I love that I am able to give life to something that would have otherwise ended up 
in the landfill. In addition to being sustainable, using upcycled and unconventional 
materials allows me to push the bounds of my creativity. My piece is called “a girl 
called rabbit from the hard place, dreamed of where she might visit.” It is a visual of 
the discomfort of growth when you are unaware of the things holding you in place. 
But, hope is always present and waiting to take you in the directions you choose to 
go when you are ready to stretch past the limits placed around you.

@thestorybuilderworkshop

SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE
4 DIRECTIONS
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THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 5, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

REBECCA MERKLEY
Rebecca Merkley is a multi-faceted Theatre Artist whose work has earned her four 
Elizabeth Sterling Haynes Award Nominations. Favorite performing credits include: 
“Jesus Teaches Us Things” (Play The Fool), “Merk du Sol-Apocalypse” (Edmonton Fringe), 
“Thorgy and the Thorchestra” (Winspear Center), “Klondykes” (Guys in Disguise/Theatre 
Network), “Slight of Mind” (Citadel Theatre/Theatre Yes), “Bone Wars” (Punctuate 
Theatre!), “5 South” (Dammitammy Productions) and “4Play” (Catalyst Theatre). She 
wrote, produced, directed and starred in several online shows during the 2020-
2021 quarantine. These shows include: “Camp! The Radio Play”, “They Wanted to do 
Chekhov”, “Murder at the Park and Sleep Inn Hotel”, “Letters To No One”, and “Songs 
To No One”. Her hit play “Jesus Teaches Us Things” will be presented at 
the 2022 Edmonton Fringe! Rebecca would like to extend her thanks to 
all the Patrons who continue to support the Arts and to the creators of 
SkirtsAfire! 
Check out her work on www.dammitammy.com.

BY 
DONATION

Photo by BB Collective



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 5, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

PHYLLIS SINCLAIR
Distinguished by Maverick Magazine as a “A Lady of Conviction,” singer-songwriter 
Phyllis Sinclair taps on the conscience of the established ethos to flag distinctions 
and inequities under a brilliant banner of song. With seraphic vocals she charmingly 
disarms, soliciting a self-imposed metamorphosis to transform old ways of thinking 
into new possibilities. A deceivingly quiet and amiable diplomatist, Sinclair’s passion and 
advocacy are evident in her nurtured prose. Given the Cree name, Songkeeper Woman 
by her territory elder, Sinclair says the name comes with a a level of responsibility that 
she takes to heart. Born on the western shore of Hudson’s Bay in Churchill, Manitoba, 
Sinclair is a member of the York Factory First Nation. (Kischiwaskahegan 
Negani Innewiseewin) A singer-songwriter for over two decades, Sinclair’s 
proves that “using what you got” works. She has earned awards, and 
accolades for her deep and affective construction of songs, carrying 
listeners to places she’s been, and wants to go. 

BY 
DONATION

Photo by Bill Meachim



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 5, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

KAELEY JADE
Armed with a soulful, velvety voice, Edmonton-based Métis actor and 
singer/songwriter Kaeley Jade effortlessly blends lush poetry and hooky 
melodic lines to craft music that is both playful and poignant. A Summer 
Solstice Indigenous Music Awards nominee, Kaeley has performed at events 
including the Taste of Edmonton, Tkaronto Music Festival and Edmonton 
International Fringe Festival. Her music has received radio play across North 
America, has been added to major playlists across streaming giants, and has 
been placed in several film/television productions. Reminiscent 
of artists like Maggie Rogers and Vance Joy, Kaeley explores the 
beauty and complexity of human relationships in her vibrant and 
polished folk-pop.

BY 
DONATION

Photo by Chelsea Wiebe



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 6, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

RACHEL GLEDDIE
With lyrical honesty, heartache, and contemplative melodies, Rachel Gleddie 
is an emerging singer/songwriter who writes music that doesn’t beat around 
the bust. Influenced by multiple genres (folk, alt-country, pop), her music is 
both genuine and intriguing. Her highly anticipated debut EP, “Silhouette,” 
was produced by the JUNO nominated team, Towers, and was released 
September 18, 2020.

BY 
DONATION

Photo by Roughly Originals Photography



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 6, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

ROBIN CISEK
Robin Cisek is a singer/songwriter who creates melodic and moody, electro-pop with 
introspective and vulnerable lyrics. Robin Cisek emerged into her music career after years 
of struggles with health problems. These experiences have further fueled her growth as a 
songwriter and inspired her to write about them. Robin’s inspiration also comes from her 
Indigenous heritage which takes form in music through her alternative beats and lyrics. Robin 
released her first commercial songs in 2018 and the single, “Waiting on You” claimed the #1 
spot on an Indigenous International Radio chart and remained on the countdown for 24 
weeks. With her Freshman album, released in June 2021, Robin shows her dedication to creating 
music that has a profound meaning while being melodic, catchy and listenable. 
Through her new music she discusses the deep meanings and emotional aspects 
of mental health while infusing the 6 songs with lyrics and sound that is full of 
hopefulness and a positive outlook on the future. Her album is an ode to those 
dealing with mental illness and a celebration of their strength and resiliency.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 6, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

LISE
Lise’s spontaneous writing style reflects her day to day life 
thoughts, interactions, experiences and imaginations, while also 
laying out all of her emotions and feelings for all to see. Her vision 
is to musically capture pieces of a picture in hopes that when you 
eventually put everything together you’ll get a glimpse of what’s 
actually going on inside her head, and maybe see what makes 
Lise… Lise.

“So at the end of the day I make music to figure out 
more about myself and to figure out… who am I?”

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT CHIANTI CAFE

MARCH 9, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Chianti Cafe & Restaurant  (10501 82 Ave NW)
By donation at the door.

Celebrate “Her Night Out” with dinner and a show! Enjoy deals* on appetizers, 
wine and beer at everyone’s favourite pasta place while listening to the sweet 
sounds of Kate Blechinger! Then head to the Westbury Theatre to watch our 
MainStage play, Ayita by Teneil Whiskeyjack at 7:30pm.

*50% off appetizers, $5 6oz glasses of wine, $5 pints of Grasshopper

Reservation at Chianti required to receive discounts. Call 780.439.9829 and let 
them know you’re booking for “Her Night Out” at SkirtsAfire to save your seat!

FEATURING MUSIC BY KATE BLECHINGER
Kate Blechinger is an inventive Edmonton based vocalist and composer. Pairing the rich 
harmony and spirited improvisation of jazz with sincere storytelling born out of the folk 
genre, Kate crafts a musical fusion that is personal, poetic, and playful. Kate’s debut album, 
“Under a Dancing Sky”, was released to acclaim in 2018, and features innovative 
folk-jazz arrangements of Joni Mitchell’s compositions alongside several of 
Kate’s original songs.

“HER NIGHT OUT”

Thanks to our
Her Night Out Sponsors:



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

CYNTHIA HAMAR
Cynthia Hamar is an Alberta-born metis, singer songwriter with four 
albums to date. Soothing and calm, passionate and introspective with a 
band or without, Hamar will take you on a journey you will feel. Hamar’s 
most recent album Joint & Marrow is set to release spring of 2022.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

BELLA LÉCHOT
Bella Léchot (she/her) is a queer, Danezaa and Swiss singer-songwriter 
based in Amiskwacîwâskahikan ᐊᒥᐢᑲᐧᒋᐋᐧᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ Treaty 6 Territory, or so-
called Edmonton, Alberta. She is currently studying a Bachelor of Music 
at MacEwan University with a minor in songwriting. Bella views music as a 
form of medicine and a creative medium for healing, expression, strength, 
and unity. She is very passionate about celebrating and creating a  
safe space for BIPOC, 2SLGBTQIA+, and otherwise marginalized  
people in her field.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

DYLAN ELLA
Dylan Ella is a singer-songwriter from Edmonton. The talented 19-year-
old is no newcomer to the stage. Whether performing at local festivals 
and pubs, or opening up for touring artists including Danny Michel, Daniel 
Romano and Mo Kenney, Dylan’s soulful lyrics, mesmerizing vocals and 
charismatic stage presence have captivated audiences of all ages.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

LILY MONAGHAN
Born and raised in Edmonton, Lily Monaghan is a blues/folk singer-
songwriter with a warm, unique tone. Often using a biographical 
approach to songwriting, she creates a raw and soulful atmosphere for 
anybody who listens. Studying in 4th year of her Bachelor of Jazz and 
Contemporary Popular Music, she dedicates her time to improving her 
skills as well as adopting new ones. Lily seizes any opportunity to create 
music, drawing inspiration from many songwriters including  
Brandi Carlile, Hozier, and Stevie Nicks.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

ALEXX REYES
Alexx Reyes is a multi-genre singer-songwriter, born in the Philippines and 
currently located in Edmonton, Canada. While she enjoys performing all 
genres of music, she is is most often heard singing Pop, Rock and RnB. 
Alexx’s voice is deeply emotive; powerful and commanding, yet vulnerable 
and honest. Her main influences include Paramore, Taylor Swift, Ariana 
Grande and Demi Lovato.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

ESTHER FORSETH
Esther Forseth is an alternative-folk singer-songwriter based in Edmonton, 
Alberta. The combination of Esther’s soft vocal performance, and her 
figurative lyrics, is often described as “moody” and “haunting”. Esther 
twists her life experiences into a journey of metaphors, with melodies 
that play a balancing act between unpredictability, and familiarity. Taking 
influence from highly expressive artists such as Feist, Bon Iver, and Phoebe 
Bridgers, Esther’s recent infatuation with songwriting comes from her 
simple desire to connect with people.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

CARLA JAYNE
Carla Jayne is an alt-country singer-songwriter originally from Hanna, 
Alberta, but now based in Edmonton, Alberta. Combining Joni Mitchell 
and Sheryl Crow, her music uses catchy melodies and the prairie she grew 
up in to tell rich stories. Completing a Bachelor of Music from MacEwan 
University, Carla has performed at many venues around Edmonton, 
including Have Mercy, the Station, Café Blackbird, Skirtsafire Festival and 
Kaleido Festival, and took part in the Ignites Series Workshops put  
on by the Tiny Lights Festival out of Ymir, BC.

BY 
DONATION



THE KEY OF ME AT THE WOODRACK CAFE

MARCH 12, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
The Woodrack Cafe (10324 82 Ave NW #102)
By donation at the door.

Head over to the brand new location of the neighbourhood’s favourite coffee 
spot and enjoy our singer-songwriters as they share their inspiring talents!

KAREN DONALDSON SHEPHERD
Karen Donaldson Shepherd is an Indigenous (Nihiyaw/Cree) singer, songwriting, 
violinist, musician, and composer living in Edmonton, Alberta. She is enrolled 
in the Bachelor of  Music in Jazz and Contemporary Popular Music program 
at Macewan University as a  Composition Major. She has travelled to South 
Africa, The Netherlands, Belgium, the United States, South Korea and Malaysia 
performing both as a soloist and in various musical groups in the past 2 decades. 
She formed a folk group called, “The Crow Girls” and was awarded a 2008 Native 
American Music award for Best Folk Album. Her original music scores have 
appeared on short films and documentaries, including Nathaniel 
Hehir’s “The Stonekiller”(2020), and Chehala Leonard’s documentary, 
“Living a  Legacy”(2021). She has also worked on an arrangement for 
Laura Vinson’s song, “Meegwitch”. This arrangement is a four-part 
harmony, with melody, for a small choir.

BY 
DONATION



OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS
Thank you for all your support!

FESTIVAL PARTNERS
Old Strathcona Business Association
gravitypope Tailored Goods
C’est Sera + Kelly Wollf
The Paint Spot
The QUILTBAG
VIDEA
Canada Corps
Sabrina Butterfly Designs 
About Light.
Workshop West Playwrights’ Theatre
Sea Change Brewing Co.
Chianti Cafe & Restaurant
Otto Food and Drink
Tee Pee Treats Indigenous Cuisine
Unbelts
Theatre Alberta
Jag Printing Ltd.
Vignettes™ 

MAINSTAGE  
PRODUCTION SPONSOR
Edmonton Community Foundation 

PUBLIC FUNDERS
Canadian Heritage
The Edmonton Arts Council
The City of Edmonton
The Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Edmonton Community Foundation
Government of Alberta
Business for the Arts

VENUE SPONSORS
Capital GMC Buick
Wild Heart Collective LTD

PRODUCTION SPONSORS
Sokaris Studio
Long & McQuade 

EVENT SPONSORS
WAVE (Women’s Advocacy Voice of Edmonton)
Taproot Edmonton
Alberta Podcast Network

ARTIST SPONSORS
Wingate by Wyndham Edm. West
Chandos 
Rainbow Draperies
Taproot Edmonton
SuperTint

MEDIA & ONLINE 
SPONSORS
CJSR
Explore Edmonton
Alberta Mamas
Just Another Edmonton Mommy
ThinkTANK Advertising & Design
Fair Trade Edmonton Council
up! 99.3 FM
102.3 NOW! Radio
Bottom Line Productions



#EXPLOREEDMONTON   |   #YEGHERSTORY   |   @SKIRTSAFIRE

ARTIST SPONSORS
Thank you for supporting our Artists!



OUR GENEROUS DONORS
Thank you for all your support!

FIELD LAW COMMUNITY FUND 
PROGRAM  $8000

HOOP SKIRT $1000-$1499
Marguerite Trussler (Artist Supporter of HAIDEE)

A-LINE SKIRT $500-$999
Bernadette Gasslein (Artist Supporter of 
Nîpisîy ᓂᐱᓯ+)
Rebecca Schulte (Artist Supporter of Viva 
Dance)
Lyle Trytten & Elizabeth Fair (Artist Supporter 
of Roxanne Côté)
Annette Loiselle & Terry Coyes
Kathleen & Denis Meyer (Artist Supporter of 
Rabbits 3 Cultural Connections)
Kim Neeser (Artist Supporter of Kerri Strobl)

PENCIL SKIRT $250-$499
Kenneth & Linda May
Thomas & Judith Peacocke
Gail Stepanik-Keber
Laurie Blakeman

POOFY SKIRT $100-$249
Cary Brown
Jennifer Mikula
Barb Dacks
Paula Eve Kirman
Deb Kondysar
James MacDonald
Keith & Moon Trueman
Bruce & Jill Wright
Michele Vance Hehir
Brenda McNicol
Elaine Solez
Wendy Ward
Donna Stonehocker

Joanne Ritcey-Devaney
Joan Hawkins
Hitomi Suzuta
Linette Smith
Pam Aseltine
Richard Stroppel
Elaine Solez
Lorna Thomas
Sandra Marin
Mina Montroy
The Nook Cafe
Maureen Parker
Jim Mullins (in Honour  
of Heather Waldie)
Shana Wilson
Lilli Chevrier
Maryon McClary
Astrid Blodgett
Alan Besecker & Mary Gordon



OUR GENEROUS DONORS
Thank you for all your support!

MINI SKIRT $50-$99
Heather Bessey
Lorraine Albert
Merle Taylor
Kat Veeman
Judith Boyle
Alice Major
Kaoru Turnbull
Diane Marie Plouffe
Amy DeFelice
Ramona Whyte
Elva Rice`
Don Strawson
Deviani Bonilla
Sally Fererro
Kevin Mott
Eric Almberg
Kathryn Ritter
Barbara and Richard Johnstone
Kirsten Goa

DENIM SKIRT UP TO $49
Jenna Kerekes
Alex Mackie
Shelley Jang
Rebecca McCleneghan
Allegra Kawa
Becky Merkley
Jeannette Furtak
Patricia Wankiewicz
Nallely Alcocer
Darka Tarnawsky
Shelley Jang
David Coyes
Meghan Dunnigan
Hilda Sucre
Colleen Proctor
Bethany Hughes
Doug Mertz

Margaret Shone
Heather Stephens
Patricia Casey
Rhea Loiselle
Angelica Menck



MEET THE SKIRTS
SKIRTSAFIRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Deb Kondysar

Lana Anderson Treva Swick

Zoe Verhees

Alicia Fowler

Hitomi Suzuta Elva Rice



#EXPLOREEDMONTON   |   #YEGHERSTORY   |   @SKIRTSAFIRE

OUR VALUED MEMBERS
Sandra Marin
Caitlin Follett
Shana Wilson
Kim Neeser
Treva Swick
Elva Rice
Angelica Menck
Gail Stepanik-Keber
Andrea Bowes
Nallely Alcocer
Lana Anderson
Kathleen and Denis Meyer

Kalie Bredo
Sharon Reiner
Rhea Loiselle
Alicia Fowler
Lilli Chevrier
Kenneth May
Sari Haas
Bernadette Gasslein
Laurie Smith
Alan Besecker & Mary 
Gordan
Judy Stelck

Laurie Blakeman
Deb Kondysar
Maryon McClary
Richard Strippel
Hitomi Suzuta
Zoe Verhees

 
HONORARY 
MEMBERS
Marie Gynane-Willis

Robina Zyp

Holly Turner

OUR FOUNDING 
BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS
Marie Gynane-Willis

Robina Zyp

Holly Turner

Sharla Matkin

Christy Morin

Nadien Chu

Gina Puntil

Annette Loiselle



JOIN THE SKIRTSAFIRE FAMILY 
BECOME A MEMBER!

SkirtsAfire’s 
members play an 
important role in 
our organization.
It’s a great way to 
get involved with an 
organization giving a 
platform to women 
& non-binary artists 
and truly making a 
difference.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BECOME A MEMBER TODAY, VISIT 
SKIRTSAFIRE.COM/BECOME-A-MEMBER



SKIRTSAFIRE STAFF
The Skirts behind the scenes. Thank you for all you do!

Artistic Director

Managing Director

Technical Producer

Festival & Partnerships Coordinator

Associate Producer

Ayita Technical Director

Ayita Photographer

Ayita Photographer

Ayita & Festival Videographer

Ayita Marketing Coordinator

Festival Photographer

Visual Art Coordinator / Art 
Installation Artist

Westbury Theatre Lobby Designer

Volunteer Coordinator

Annette Loiselle

Brianne Jang

Betty Hushlak

Vanessa Wilson

Cindy Rivers

Chris Hicks

Noella Steinhauer

Cree-ative Vision

Katie Hudson

Aretha Graetrix

April MacDonald Killins

Adrianne Beauregarde 

Daniela Masellis

Alison Besecker 

Front of House Manager,  
Westbury Theatre & Infection 

Mitigation Coordinator

Stage Manager, Other Westbury 
Theatre Events 

Technical Director & Installation 
Assistant, Army & Navy

Lighting Designer, Army & Navy

Stage Manager, Army & Navy

Front of House Manager, Army & Navy

Infection Mitigation Coordinator,  
Army & Navy

Festival Sound Technician

Sound Technician, Holy Trinity

Graphic Designer

T-Shirt Designer

Candice Fiorentino 
 

Molly Pearson 

Kevin Green 

Kevin Humphrey

Marian Brant

Linh Dang

Emily Pole 

Andrew White

Mike Tully

12Strong

Mackenzie Brown



THANK YOU! Unbelts
Theatre Alberta
Sally Ferrero
Chris Marino
Kirsta Franke
Nicole Poirier
Julie Stormer
Laura Grantham
Morris Bujarski & Marie 
Scarlett
Arden Theatre
Kim Fjordbotten from The 
Paint Spot
Banff Centre | Indigenous 
Playwrights Nest
Fringe Theatre
David Flanagan
Gisele Godwin

WE’D LIKE TO EXTEND A 
SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:

Rod Chretien & Ennis 
Fabrics
Terry Coyes
David Dempsey
Adon Lee 
Christine Sokaymoh 
Frederick
Freewill Shakespeare 
Festival
Shop Harrow
John Fluevog Shoes
Earth’s General Store
Blush Lane Organic Market



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
SkirtsAfire Festival gratefully acknowledges the support of our Sponsors. 

Your support is the extra spark that keeps the arts alive in our communities.



SKIRT DESIGN CHALLENGE

1 2

Take a stroll around Old 
Strathcona to find amazing 
skirt installations in storefronts 
by nine local artists, created 
using upcycled materials.

SEE ALL OF  
THE DESIGNS!


