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EDMONTON’S ONLY MULTIDISCIPLINARY ARTS FESTIVAL
FEATURING AND ELEVATING THE WORK OF WOMEN!

WELCOME TO SKIRTSAFIRE
MAKING #YEGHERSTORY SINCE 2012!
I’m so proud in this time of movement and change to belong to SkirtsAfire, a diverse and
daring festival that’s been giving women a voice and artists a platform since 2012. With
International Women’s Day falling on the opening day of our festival, our theme for 2018
is International Women, which is apropos with the way that women are currently coming
together in such a large way around the globe.
Our Opening Ceremonies features a smudge ceremony with Elder Carola Cunningham,
music by Stephanie Harpe, and the Skirt Cutting Ceremony by our Honorary Skirt for 2018,
Muriel Stanley Venne. Muriel has been a champion in fighting for the rights of aboriginal
women in Alberta and across Canada. Lana Whiskeyjack is curating the Visual Art Exhibit, The
Wombs We Come From, in the Nina Gallery and in Words Unzipped, Nasra Adem is bringing
together black and indigenous artists, scrutinizing their pasts to weave a new present.
I’m thrilled to have The Romeo Initiative as our MainStage Production, directed by Nancy
McAlear and written by Trina Davies, an original Edmonton hero who is getting her plays
produced all over the world. Our Women’s Choir Festival will feature soloists Maria Dunn,
Shannon Johnson, and Jeremiah McDade who will then have their own concert in the
gorgeous sanctuary of St. Faith’s Church on Saturday night. For the first time, we’re offering
a Saturday matinee in the Cabaret Theatre, Silenced, which was a hit at the 2017 Edmonton
Fringe Festival. Don’t miss our Friday and Saturday Night Dance Parties or the A-Line
Variety Show for evening entertainment and during the day all your favorites are back: The
Key of She, Peep Show!, A Place for Prose, Yoga in the Art and our Bellydancing Workshop.
We have so many partners to thank who are proudly displayed throughout this program,
including some new partnerships with Fort Edmonton Park, MsiChana, Alberta Mamas,
WIFTA, Rapid Fire Sphinxes, AUPE, Flamenco Flash Mob, and St. John’s Institute. This is
Gateway Casino and Entertainment’s 3rd year as title sponsor and Duncan Craig’s 5th
year partnering with the festival, while Women’s Initiative Edmonton is continuing their
incredible partnership in 2018. Enjoy the weekend, come out to more than one show and I
dare you to experience an event you’ve never seen in the festival before.
Annette Loiselle
Festival Director
Pronouns:
She and Her

ENGAGE WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
#feeltheheat

l @SkirtsAfire
f /skirtsafirefestival
i @SkirtsAfire
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MESSAGE FROM HONOURABLE
RACHEL NOTLEY

PREMIER OF ALBERTA

On behalf of the Government of Alberta, it is my pleasure to welcome you to SkirtsAfire.
As a past honorary skirt, I am proud of this event’s passion for and commitment
to empowering women artists. This inspiring and creative festival has provided an
environment where women artists can showcase their talents and freely display their
imagination and inspiration.
My thanks go to the organizers, volunteers, and especially the artists of this wonderful
festival. I wish you all the most success as this event showcases the dynamic arts and
culture scene that is flourishing in our capital city and across Alberta.

Rachel Notley
March 2018

2018 HONORARY SKIRT

MURIEL STANLEY VENNE
We honour the Treaty 6 land on which we stand and the homeland
of the Metis people and ask for a moments’ silence in memory of the
Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and all our sisters wherever
they are.
On behalf of the Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal
Women I am so honoured to officially open SkirtsAfire Festival. We
are so delighted that this beautiful Festival has helped make the
difference in the lives of women by encouragement and providing real
opportunities to follow their dream in the Arts. Maxine Noel, Jane
Ash Poitras, Heather Shillinglaw and many others have paved the way.

This recognition for Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal/
Indigenous women is very meaningful and touching because it gives
the signs of hope that we are in a new era of understanding and love
for each other. I consider this event a major step to fulfilling the Call
to Action by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. As spoken by
the great Metis Louis Riel “My people will sleep for a hundred years then it will be the
Artists who will rise again.”
Congratulations to all the artists, the Directors, organizers and volunteers who have made
this event possible. Much Much success!
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2017 HONORARY SKIRT

LINDA DUNCAN

I am delighted at the choice for this year’s Honorary Skirt, Muriel
Stanley Venne. Muriel has for many decades provided a strong voice for
indigenous women including showcasing their contributions to enriching
Canada’s arts and culture.
SkirtsAfire Festival brings Edmontonians together each year to celebrate
the “skirt-wearing” members of our city’s arts community. Showcasing the
creations of our talented femme artists from all artistic mediums enliven
our community, particularly in the midst of winter. I look forward to
joining the celebration again this year to celebrate these role models for
women in the arts.

MESSAGE FROM HIS WORSHIP

MAYOR DON IVESON

On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, Alberta’s Capital
City, I welcome everyone to the 6th annual SkirtsAfire Festival.
From a young age, it was clear that Beatrice Carmichael was an
immensely talented vocalist. She went on to become a valued member
of the Edmonton Symphony and was instrumental to the formation of
the University Philharmonic Society, the Edmonton Women’s Musical
Club and the Edmonton Civic Opera in 1935, the predecessor to today’s
Edmonton Opera Company. Her contributions to Edmonton’s artistic
landscape made a lasting impact and defied many of the restrictive
social mores of her day.
Carmichael is but one example of the great women artists who have
contributed to our city with their creativity and innovation. SkirtsAfire
Festival celebrates the work of women-identifying artists through theatre, poetry, spoken
word, dance, music and more, and provides essential support to help artists further pursue
their craft.
I thank the organizers and sponsors of SkirtsAfire Festival for their work promoting and
supporting the work of local women-identifying artists. Your efforts help to enhance our
city’s vibrant and dynamic arts community.
Enjoy the festival!
Yours truly,

Don Iveson
Mayor
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR TITLE
SPONSOR

Darcy Hewson from Gateway Casinos and Entertainment, Opening Ceremonies 2017,
Photo by Brittany Paige Balser

WELCOME TO THE 6TH ANNUAL
SKIRTSAFIRE FESTIVAL
Gateway Casinos & Entertainment is proud to be the title sponsor of SkirtsAfire Festival.
This unique 4-day event not only showcases the wonderfully diverse art scene in
Edmonton, but helps to Empower, Support and Develop a more vibrant community
through this one-of-a-kind experience.
We as a company, have the privilege of operating in cities and towns across Canada. We
take great pride in being an active corporate citizen in each community and believe it is
our responsibility to give back, pitch in and provide support to events that matter most
to our neighbours.
This festival is driven by a passion for art and a mission to celebrate talented artists from
across the city and country. Each year, we are immersed in spectacular performances,
exhibits and workshops from a wide array of mediums. From Poetry to Dance, Design and
Yoga, you will be truly transported to the extraordinary. This is why Gateway is so excited
to round out our multi-year commitment as the title sponsor of SkirtsAfire with what is
sure to be the biggest event yet.
We hope you enjoy the many surprises that are waiting for you at SkirtsAfire Festival.
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Dirt Buffet Cabaret
2017–2018
SEASON

MZD Mainstage
MARCH 3 Night Cuts featuring live music from
Pigeon Breeders
MARCH 16–18 Recipe 4 by Kristine Nutting and
Linnea Swan
MARCH 24 Yuko Kaseki and Mari Osanai (world
premiere)
APRIL 21 Night Cuts featuring live music from
Roger Admiral
For more information on Mile Zero Dance’s
season and class offerings, visit milezerodance.com

MARCH 8 Liam Coady
APRIL 26 Natalie Loveless
MAY 24 Mustafa Rafiq
A multidisciplinary and diverse variety
show with unique, challenging, and
wide-ranging performances.

SubArctic Improv &
Experimental Arts
APRIL 6 & MAY 4
A curious juxtaposition of
interdisciplinary collaborations
featuring the best dancers,
musicians, poets and visual artists
of Edmonton & beyond.

Upcoming Workshops
MARCH 19–23 Spring Butoh
Intensive: Root and Stem Impromptu
and Noguchi Taiso with Yuko Kaseski
(JP/DE) and Mari Osanai (JP)
SUMMER 2018 Street Dance meets
Contemporary Intensive

THE

ROMEO
INITIATIVE
BY TRINA DAVIES
HALF ROMANTIC COMEDY, HALF SPY THRILLER WITH
A TANTALIZING TWIST.
March 1, 2*, 3* - 7:30pm
March 4**, 11 - 1:30pm
March 6***, 7***, 9, 10 - 7:30pm

VENUE SPONSORED BY:

Cabaret Theatre, Alberta Avenue Community League (9210 118 Ave)
Tickets are $22 for adults and $17 for students/seniors through Tix on the Square
(tixonthesquare.ca, 780.420.1757) or at the door. Book your table of 8 or more at a
discounted group rate by contacting coordinator@skirtsafire.com.
Performances during the festival (March 8-11) are pay-what-you-can.

*
Her Night Out
March 2 & 3 - 7:30pm
Join us for the show, wine
& popcorn included with
your ticket purchase!
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**
Mimosa Matinee
March 4 - 1:30pm
Join us for the show, a mimosa &
croissant included in your ticket
purchase!

***
A Date With Romeo
March 6 & 7 - 7:30pm
Pair up and get 2 tickets
for $30!

NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT,
TRINA DAVIES
The Romeo Initiative began with a reaction. My father was visiting me in Edmonton and we
caught the last part of a documentary on tv during ‘spy week’ on the History Channel. A
woman, surrounded by a multitude of small dogs, was emoting over the betrayal that she
experienced under the East German initiative. My father, perhaps spurred on by the tears
and the number of small animals, expressed his belief that the woman was delusional. I
reacted differently. It seemed to me that anyone who had been through a relationship
that had failed to live up to its early expectations, especially those that had involved
some kind of deception, would ask similar questions to those that this woman was posing.
That simple musing led to years of reading and research. I accessed everything from
news articles and documentaries to German texts that were kindly translated for me by
my friend in Leipzig, Christian Horn. The BBC put me in touch with the lovely Marianne
Quoirin, a journalist in Bonn who had interviewed many people involved in the initiative.
Marianne sent me documents and answered every question that I sent to her (thank
you Marianne!). I dug into the latest research about the bio-chemistry of romantic love,
and learned about the techniques of modern pick-up artists. I was invited to the Vada
Playwrights Retreat in Italy where I scattered post-it notes across the walls of my little
Italian apartment trying to work out the play’s structure. I took long walks down the Vada
beach where I wrote in the sand with my toes while working out thoughts about character.
I returned to Canada and the Banff Playwrights Colony, where I polished the play with the
help of Alberta Theatre Projects and through discussions with my friend Vern Thiessen.
The play had its world premiere in Calgary in 2011 at Alberta Theatre Projects. Through this
play I won the National Enbridge Award for Established Artist, and was a finalist for the
Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama in 2012.
It has been a long road from that first discussion about a tv documentary and the spark of
an idea. I’m thrilled that Romeo is being produced at SkirtsAfire and in the city I consider
my ‘theatrical hometown’. This play is for anyone who has ever fallen in love, and for
anyone who has ever had their heart broken. Which, I expect, is all of us.
Hear Trina read from her play, The Bone Bridge, and hold a Q&A on March 10 at 6:15pm.
See page 41 for more information.
The world premiere of The Romeo Initiative was presented as part of the Enbridge
playRites Festival of New Canadian Plays 2011, at Alberta Theatre Projects. The
Playwright wishes to acknowledge the Canada Council for the Arts, the British
Columbia Arts Council and the University of Alberta Drama Department for support
in creating this play. Trina Davies is a member of the Playwrights Guild of Canada. The
Romeo Initiative is produced by arrangement with Kensington Literary Representation,
34 St. Andrew Street, Toronto, ON, Canada, M5T 1K6, kensingtonlit@rogers.com.
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR, NANCY MCALEAR
When Annette first asked me to direct The Romeo Initiative, I was skeptical. After a
cursory scan of the play, it seemed to me to be a story of two women fighting over a man
which, in our current climate, wasn’t a trope that I wished to perpetuate. Fortunately, I
don’t make decisions based on cursory scans. The brilliance of Trina’s play, for me, lies in
the rich subtextual life of these three characters and their relationship to one another.
The 1970s in Germany was a time when East and West, while still divided, had reached
a semblance of outer peace – both had joined the United Nations and signed a treaty
to agree to establish “normal neighbourly relations”, however, there were still many
internal tensions. Militant left-wing organization, The Red Army Faction, tried to
destabilize the government and economy through acts of terror such as kidnapping,
bombing, and assassinations. An East German spy had infiltrated the inner circle of the
West German Chancellor. As well, the sexual revolution and feminism were on the rise.
This is the cultural landscape that our three characters must navigate. This play is based
on real events which proves that truth is stranger than fiction. It is rife with espionage,
manipulation, romance, and betrayal.
As I write this, rehearsals have not yet begun, but I’m eagerly anticipating what our
incredible team of actors will bring to these characters and this story. I have no doubt that
we’ll make many thrilling discoveries along the way. I am very grateful to Annette Loiselle
and the SkirtsAfire team for creating opportunities for women’s creative voices to be heard.

THE ROMEO INITIATIVE FEATURES THE WORK OF:
Trina Davies | Playwright
Formerly of Edmonton, Trina is a playwright based in Vancouver, Canada. Her
award-winning plays include Multi User Dungeon, Shatter, The Bone Bridge,
The Auction and Waxworks. Her last published play The Romeo Initiative was
a finalist for Canada’s top literary prize, the Governor General’s Award for
Dramatic Literature, and won the National Enbridge Award for Established
Artist. Her plays have been performed across Canada and in a number of
other countries including the United States, Germany, Italy, and India. Shatter
premiered Off-Broadway in 2014 to audience and critical acclaim. Her play The
Bone Bridge, developed by the Citadel Theatre and with support from the BC
Arts Council, recently won the 2017 Woodward International Playwriting Prize in the U.S.
She has participated in artist residencies at the Stratford Festival, the Banff International
Centre for the Arts, the Playwrights Theatre Centre, the Citadel Playwright’s Forum, and
the Bella Vita Playwrights Retreat in Tuscany, Italy. Trina is a member of the Alberta
Playwrights Network and the Playwrights Guild of Canada.
Her most recent play Silence: Mabel and Alexander Graham Bell, a love story exploring
what constitutes real communication, received its world premiere at The Grand Theatre,
London, Ontario in January 2018 directed by Peter Hinton.
For more information on Trina and her work, visit www.trinadavies.com.
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Heather Cant* | Karin
Heather is an accomplished theatre practitioner who works across Canada as
an actor, director, creator, and producer. Select performance credits include:
Having Hope at Home (Western Canada Theatre), Bye Bye Baby (Presentation
House), A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo and Juliet, James and the Giant
Peach (Project X Theatre), The Memory of Water (Metro), Lady Windermere’s
Fan (United Players of Vancouver), I Am Yours, Sunday on the Rocks (A Defiant
Theatre Collective), her own solo show, Penned, and the Canadian premiere of Tony
Kushner’s A Bright Room Called Day (Somewhat Cooperative). Up next she will be headed
to Kamloops to direct Armstrong’s War for Western Canada Theatre, before spending
the summer in Saskatoon performing in Hamlet and The Merry Wives of Windsor for
Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan.
Sarah Feutl | Lena
Sarah is a recent graduate of the BFA Acting Program at the University of
Alberta. Her recent theatre credits include Never Swim Alone (Blarney
Productions), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Studio Theatre) and The Fall of the
House of Atreus (Blarney Productions/Impossible Mongoose), for which she
received a Sterling nomination. Sarah is passionate about introducing young
people to the arts, and has spent the past five summers working at Artstrek,
a summer theatre school for teens. This February, she will perform in The
Lobbyists, a site-specific dance show at the Chinook Festival. Sarah is delighted to be
making her SkirtsAFire debut.
Aaron Hursh* | Markus
Based in Saskatoon, Aaron is an actor, director, producer and technician. Alberta
credits include: Ash Rizin (ATP & Green Thumb); Arcadia, and A Christmas
Carol (Citadel Theatre). Other acting credits include: Robin Hood, Quick Bright
Things (Persephone Theatre); Reasons to Be Pretty, Lungs (Fire in the Hole
Productions); Antony & Cleopatra, Romeo & Juliet (Shakespeare on the SK);
Salt-Water Moon (Station Arts Centre); Dogbarked, The Selkie Wife (Dancing Sky
Theatre); Sleeping Beauty (Globe Theatre); and The Pillowman (Wild Geese Equity Co-op,
Vancouver). Aaron trained at the University of Saskatchewan and the Citadel/Banff Centre
Professional Theatre Program.
Nancy McAlear* | Director
Nancy is a director, producer, and actor as well as the artistic director of
MadFandango Theatre Collective whose production of The Believers last season
was nominated for multiple Sterling Awards. Her productions have garnered
numerous Sterling awards and nominations including Category E (Maggie Tree),
Deep Blue Sea (Bright Young Things), and Parlour Song (Wishbone Theatre).
She recently spent a season at the Shaw Festival where she directed 2 short
Tennessee Williams’ plays as part of the Neil Munro Directing Internship. She
has also been working as a performer for the last 30 years, most recently in A Christmas
Carol (Citadel Theatre). Her work has taken her across the country and includes extensive
credits in theatre, film and television.
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Sherry Alvaro | Assistant Director
Sherry is thrilled to be an assistant director for The Romeo Initiative and
SkirtsAfire. A graduate from Ross Sheppard High School, Sherry’s love for
performance arts led her to pursue live theater actively. She has designed set
and costumes for The Heist! and Identities, the Musical at Ross Sheppard High
School, and assistant stage managed for A Wonderful Life as well as Elf! The
Musical Jr. with the St. Albert Children’s Theatre. She’d like to thank her friends
and family for their continued support for her passion for live theater.
Megan Koshka | Set, Props & Costume Designer
Megan Koshka is a freelance Canadian theatre designer, based in Edmonton,
Alberta. She is a part of the Associated Designers of Canada and is a
graduate from the University of Alberta with a degree in set, costume
and lighting design (BFA). Upcoming credits include production design for
Workshop West’s world premiere of Pretty Goblins, written by Governor
General Award finalist, Beth Graham, and costume design for the Ukrainian
Shumka Dancer’s world premiere of Ancestors and Elders, borne from a
desire to connect the Ukrainian settler experience to that of the indigenous people
of Treaty 6 territory. Select credits include set and costume design for Peter and the
Starcatcher (Citadel Theatre) both of which she was nominated for a 2017 Sterling Award,
Irma Voth (Theatre Network) where she was again nominated for a 2017 Sterling Award
for her set design, costume design for Fortune Falls (Catalyst Theatre), 2016 Freewill
Shakespeare Festival (Free Will Players Theatre Guild), production design for The Other
(Pyretic Productions), and associate costume design for Vigilante (Catalyst Theatre, 2015
Sterling Award Best Costume Design).
Narda McCarroll | Lighting Designer
Narda is a Calgary-based set, lighting and costume designer. She is always
happy to return to her former stomping grounds in Edmonton. Selected
credits: To the Light, Gracie, Cockroach, The Circle, Red, Mary’s Wedding
(Alberta Theatre Projects); Blow Wind, High Water (Theatre Calgary); Peter
and the Starcatcher, Venus in Fur, As You Like It, Extinction Song, Vimy, The
Penelopiad (Citadel Theatre); Vigilante (Catalyst Theatre); The 39 Steps, Turn
of the Screw, The Haunting, Sweeney Todd (Vertigo Theatre); The Mikado
(Calgary Opera); Julius Caesar, Othello (The Shakespeare Company); The Drowning Girls
(National tour). Narda designed the costumes for the Freewill Shakespeare Festival in
Edmonton for sixteen seasons. She also designed costumes for the feature film Cut Bank.
She is the recipient of four Sterling Awards and two Betty Mitchell Awards. See her work
at narda.ca.
Tori Morrison | Sound Designer
Tori Morrison is a theatre artist, designer, stage manager, and production
manager from Edmonton, Alberta. She is the Artistic Associate and Producer
of Tiny Bear Jaws, and a co-founder of Edmonton’s Found Festival. She
graduated from the Production program at the National Theatre School
of Canada in May 2017, where she studied stage management, technical
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direction, production management, and lighting/sound/video design in a rigorous
conservatory environment. She is also a graduate of the University of Alberta, where she
received her Bachelor of Arts with a double major in Drama and Political Science.
Erin Valentine* | Stage Manager
Erin is thrilled to be part of SkirtsAfire Festival with such a fantastic team of
artists. Recent work includes apprentice stage manager for Around the World
in 80 Days (Globe Theatre), Peter and the Starcatcher, A Christmas Carol, and
Alice Through the Looking Glass (Citadel Theatre), as well as stage management
for Jack and the Beanstalk and Hansel and Gretel (Alberta Opera), Reflections,
Encounters, and Evolution (Citie Ballet), Star Killing Machine (Broken Toys
Theatre), Afterimage (Citadel Young Company); Category E (Maggie Tree); The Contract
(MadFandango Theatre Collective); Proud (theatre no. 6); and Three Sisters (Broken Toys
Theatre). Erin is a graduate of the BFA Stage Management program at the University of
Alberta.

*SkirtsAfire engages under the terms of the Independent Theatre Agreement, professional artists who are members of Canadian Actors
Equity Association

It is a chance for women and girls to be heard, for diverse perspectives to
be embraced, and for a gender lens to be applied to today’s decisions that
impact all of our tomorrows.
To connect with us, follow us on facebook, twitter, or check out our website
at womensinitiativeedmonton.ca/

www.facebook.com/womensinitiativeedmonton
@EqualityYeg
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Servus Credit Union thrives because
our branches are deeply rooted
in the communities we serve.

1.877.378.8728 | servus.ca

VISUAL ART EXHIBIT

Kasie Campbell

Dez Stewart

Kasie Campbell

February 27 - March 11

The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)

Feb 27 - March 2 | 10:00am - 2:00pm
March 3 | 1:00pm - 3:00pm
March 4 | 10:00am - 1:00pm during our fundraiser, SkirtsTEAfest (See page 51)
March 5 - 7 | 10:00am - 2:00pm
March 8 & 9 | 10:00am - 12:00pm and during evening events
March 10 & 11 | During festival events

Lana Whiskeyjack | Curator
Curator Lana Whiskeyjack is a multidisciplinary treaty iskwew
artist from Saddle Lake Cree Nation, Treaty Six Territory, Alberta.
Among her early influences were her mother’s and grandmother’s
gifts in traditional arts including beadwork, moose hair tufting,
and moccasin making. Lana’s research, writing and art explores
the paradoxes of what it means to be nehiyaw (Cree) and iskwew
(woman) in a Western culture and society, and how indigenous
women are reclaiming, regathering and remembering their
ancestral medicine (sacredness and power). For more information,
visit www.lanawhiskeyjack.ca.
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THE WOMBS WE COME FROM

Melissa-Jo (MJ) Belcourt Moses
Melissa-Jo (MJ) Belcourt Moses, a descendent of the French, Cree and Mohawk
people of the Michel Band, has a strong reverence for the skills and technology
employed by her ancestors. This deep connection to her roots is the inspiration
for much of her artwork and ongoing research in developing in others an
appreciation for the Métis contribution to Canada’s history. MJ will also be the
guest artist for A Place for Prose, March 10, 2 - 4 pm, in the gallery.
Kasie Campbell
Kasie Campbell is a visual artist who focuses on integrating a variety of media
including sculpture, installation, new media and performance. For The Wombs
We Come From, Kasie has drawn on work in which she has recently collaborated
with her mother, Ginette Lund. The themes and nature of the work thus far are
about women and the relationship women have with their bodies, self-esteem,
and certain ways that make them feel uncomfortable in social situations.
Sofia Cristanti
Sofia Cristanti was born and raised in Indonesia, receiving a Fine Art degree
with a major in painting in 2002, and a Master of Business Administration in
2005 from the Insitute of Technology Bandung. Sofia immigrated to Canada in
2010 as an immigrant worker and received the Cultural Diversity Award from
the Edmonton Art Council in 2011. Sofia has worked with acrylic, oil, oil pastel,
soft pastel, and experimental mixed media.
Linda Faye Lawrence
Ootemin (Linda Fay) is a painter who was born in Edmonton and raised with
Dene-Métis/Cree traditions in the Northwest Territories. Her name is derived
from her paternal Cree Grandfather’s, “Ootehimin,” which translates to
“strawberry.” Her love of photography and painting images of trees and nature
reflects her vision of Dene-Métis Cree traditional and contemporary ways of
life. She developed her creative talents through sharing with indigenous artists,
experiential art therapy and her travels across Canada.
Dez Stewart
Dez Stewart is an accomplished artist and works with many mediums – clay,
glass, lino print, drawing and painting. She has done many works with pastel on
paper and canvas. Her current ‘body’ of work involves a detailed examination
and depictions of human body parts in clay, which she calls the ‘surgical body.’
Dez’s creative process evolves though a focused investigation of subject matter.
She has a wide range of interests and she explores each subject in detail.
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THIS IS AUPE YOUR WORKING WOMEN
The Alberta Union of Provincial Employees proudly represents more than 93,000
working Albertans. Over 66,000 are women who are on the front lines of
provincial government services, health care, education, and boards and agencies.
AUPE’s Women’s Committee and Human Rights Committee proudly work to unite
women’s and labour issues to advance the lives of all workers and all Albertans, every day.

www.aupe.org • facebook.com/yourAUPE • Twitter: @_AUPE_

SKIRT DESIGN GALLERY

A SKIRT FROM ABROAD

“The Shape of Me” by Jane Kline, Skirt
Design Competition 2017 Winner,
Photo by Keanna Hiebert

March 8-11 during festival events
March 10 from 3:00pm - 5:00pm
Skirt Gallery in the Cabaret Theatre, Alberta
Avenue Community League (9210 118 Avenue)

Six designers compete to create the official skirt of SkirtsAfire 2018! Skirts are judged on
creativity and use of materials. Skirts must be constructed only of found materials, and must
be wearable. Take a closer look at these stunning designs in our Skirt Gallery and learn more
about each designer’s inspiration and concept!
Our celebrity judges are Lorna Mutegyeki from MsiChana Inc., Kimberly Ouellette from
Alberta Mamas, our 2018 Honorary Skirt Muriel Stanley Venne, and Liane Faulder from the
Edmonton Journal.
Re-Tyred Flora - Melissa Squire’s concept will be executed using materials such as bike tires,
chandelier chains, and a large world map. The bustle skirt is decorated with flowers and scrap
fabric, and includes a dramatic train made up of found objects.
J’aimerais que tu sois ici (Wish you were here) - Lorraine Dezman’s design comes from the
fond memories of the travelling she did as a young girl. Travelling also always involved finding
the perfect postcard to send to folks back home, which make up the design of her skirt.
Travelling Tile - Carolina Amaral’s design concept is based on an adaptation of an elegant,
traditional Portuguese azulejo tile. She believes the Portuguese have traveled all over the
world, borrowing and adapting their distinct style.
Sustenance - Amanda Brown based her design on the chima skirt of a traditional Korean hanbok.
Amanda’s inspiration comes from her passion for Korean cuisine, and the piece invokes the
comforting feeling of a Korean family meal balanced with the structure and formality of tradition.
Her Dimensional Layers - Kim Neeser’s skirt design is intended to create depth and interest
of international women. Her skirt represents the complexity, and beautiful layers of women
everywhere.
Skirting Moscow - Karin Lauderdale was inspired by the Saint Basil’s Cathedral in Russia.
Through her skirt, she wants to convey the beauty and majesty of old world Russia.
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OPENING CEREMONIES
Celebrate International Women’s Day with us as we kick off SkirtsAfire 2018! Then join
us across the street at the SkirtsAfire Cabaret Theatre in the Alberta Avenue Community
League for the short film, Sustainable Me, and the A-Line Variety Show!
Featuring:
Smudge Ceremony by Elder Carola Cunningham
The Official Skirt Cutting Ceremony with 2018 Honorary Skirt, Muriel
Stanley Venne, and 2017 Honorary Skirt, Strathcona MP Linda Duncan
Fabulous eats and drinks catered by Otto Food and Drink
Live entertainment by Stephanie Harpe, accompanied by Steven Johnson

Thursday, March 8, 5pm – 7pm
The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)

Stephanie Harpe
Photo by Brad Crowfoot
After being discovered at 18 by Canadian Icon Jeff Healey, Stephanie
Harpe started the Stephanie Harpe Band in 2005, (now known as
Stephanie Harpe Experience) and since then S.H.E has been an opening
act for Tom Cochrane & Red Ryder, Barenaked Ladies, Blue Rodeo, CCR
Revisited, Dwight Yoakam, and Tanya Tucker. S.H.E is a high energy fivepiece rock band who was nominated at the Edmonton Music Awards in
2017 for Indigenous Recording of the Year for their song, “Rezz Rock.”
Stephanie has played the Indspire Awards on Global TV, is a winner of the 2017 Esquao
Award for the Arts, and was asked to write a song for The World Indigenous Games 2017,
in which she performed as well as show managed the event that hosted 15 countries. In
2008, Stephanie recorded her first CD with the help of three-time Juno Award winner
Bill Bourne, with her first single hitting number one on the Top 30 National Countdown
on NCI FM. She was also a part of a CD compilation, COLORS OF MY LIFE, dedicated
to missing and murdered aboriginal women that gained attention across Canada and at
the Native American Music Awards in New York City. It was a subject that was deeply
connected to her because of the murder of her mother, Ruby Anne McDonald, in 1999. She
started speaking on a national level on REDx Talks, The National, and CBC.
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A-LINE VARIETY
A-LINE VARIETY
SHOW SHOW

3ofHEARTS

Nisha Patel

Viva Dance Company

KoRock

Join us on International Women’s Day for a raucous kick-off to SkirtsAfire 2018! The A-Line
Variety Show features an all-star line up of fabulous femme artists here to shake things up
and give you a taste of what to expect over the weekend!
Hosted by Lacey Huculak
Local history buff Lacey Huculak has been improvising since 2010. She began performing
with the University of Alberta Improv Group where she later spent two years as President.
Lacey happily joined the Rapid Fire Theatre family in 2012. She is now the Associate
Artistic Director of Education for the Rapid Fire Theatre Academy. When not on stage, or
teaching improv, Lacey works in event and entertainment management at a local museum
and loves telling a good ghost story.

Thursday, March 8, 7:30pm - 9:30pm
Cabaret Theatre, Alberta Avenue Community League (9210 118 Ave)

1st Act
Bagpiper, Jo-Ann Rauschenberger
Drummers, The Rock of Korea-KoRock
Folk Singers, WREN
Dancers, ABEZA
Spoken Word Poet, Nisha Patel
Jazz Singers, All(most) Jazz
Improvisers, Rapid Fire Sphinxes
Dancers, 3ofHEARTS
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2nd Act
Opera Singer, Michelle Milenkovic
Taekwondo Team, Jeon’s TKD
Demonstration WOMEN Team
Flautists, Fluo Duo
Dancers, Viva Dance Company
Cabaret Performers, Persistent Sisters
Musicians, Women of the CKUA Ukulele
Band and Choir
French Step Dancers, Zephyr

SHORT FILM

SUSTAINABLE ME: FOOD FOR THOUGHT

March 8-10, 6:30pm - 7:30pm

Front Lounge of the Alberta Avenue Community League (9210 118 Avenue)

Theresa Wynnyk | Producer, Director
Katherine Koller | Writer
Jamie Pratt | Associate Producer
Paula Humby | Host
Julia Grochowski | Editor
Taylor Whitehouse | Editor
Come roast a marshmallow between shows at our cozy outdoor fire pit and then head
inside to catch Sustainable Me.
Sustainable Me: Food for Thought is the first in a six part documentary series that explores
what young people in Edmonton are doing to make their lives, their community and
their world a better place to live. With an eye on environmentalism, we examine a whole
new way of thinking about food. This story traces the path of food to the urban centres
and offers some sustainable options: We look at the inherent importance of making a
considered choice to have a closer relationship with food.
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WORDS UNZIPPED
WORDS UNZIPPED
UNWOVEN

UnWoven is a multidisciplinary show that ignites the age-old act of divination by African
and Indigenous femmes. Through the unravelling of our pasts, we braid a new future.

Friday, March 9, 7:30pm - 9:00pm

The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)
Nasra Adem, Curator
NASRA is a queer, Muslim, Oromo artist, organizer, and activist living in
Amiskwaciw skahikan (Edmonton) on Treaty 6 territory. They were the Youth
Poet Laureate of Edmonton from 2016 to 2017. Nasra is the director of Sister
to Sister, an artist collective for/by femmes and women of colour, and Festival
Director of Black Arts Matter – Alberta’s interdisciplinary Black Arts Festival.
Shima “Dwennimmen” Robinson
Edmonton-born poet and spoken word artist Shima Robinson embodies, with
every poem, the ancient meaning of her chosen pen name - Dwennimmen;
the name of an ancient African Adinkra symbol, which means strength,
humility, learning and wisdom. It is no surprise, then, that this Alberta
poetry community veteran uses a searing intellect and dynamic precisionof-language to create poetry which ushers her readers and listeners toward
greater understanding and poignant reflection.
Mpoe Mogale
Mpoe entered the world of dance at a late age and through pure luck. They
since took every opportunity that came their way that allowed them to
cultivate what has become a passion of theirs and grow as both a dancer and
human. Professionally trained in various styles, Mpoe’s style intends to mix
different movement while exploring the art of subtlety.
Kalli Melenius
Kalli Melenius, a.k.a “Raven Ostara”, owner of Freebird Entertainment and
Kaliden Lounge, is a passionate projectionist and visual artist, working with
event planners, venues, musicians, visual artists, festival organizers, and more
to create unique and awe inspiring environments.
Karimah
KARIMAH is a singer-songwriter from Edmonton, AB. She writes and performs
touching and emotionally raw songs in both English and French. In 2017, she
was a top 25 contestant on the televised singing competition “The Voice
Canada”, under the mentorship of Pierre Lapointe.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY SPOKEN WORD

Medgine Mathurin
Haitian-born poet, psalmist and spoken word artist Medgine Mathurin is a person
for whom the love of language and the alchemy of words is second nature. Her
multi-lingual upbringing (french, creole, english) not only prompted her to begin
experimenting with the potential and magic of language, but naturally compelled
her into a deep love of poetry.
Effy Adar
effy adar is a
pillar of the community
body of love, artist
dj, comrade
a human question mark.
unprofessional professional,
ask her
where the spiral leads.
Lebogang Disele
Lebogang Disele is a PhD student in the Drama Department at the University of
Alberta. Her focus in theatre and performance includes dance, acting, directing
and voice. Before coming to Edmonton, she was actively involved in helping
develop the performing arts industry in Botswana. Since 2016 she has focused on
growing her company, The LC Performance Lab, through which she has produced
three performances to date.
Stephanie Harpe
Stephanie Harpe is a singer-songwriter whose band is called Stephanie Harpe
Experience. Her latest CD can be heard through Sirius Satellite Radio. She is also
a National speaker and advocate for Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women
and Girls. She shared her story of trauma and success to the world as a keynote
speaker at The National Models United Nations Conference last year. Stephanie
is also performing in SkirtsAfire’s Opening Ceremonies. See page 21 for more
information.
Amber Paquette
Amber is a Metis multidisciplinary artist of the Michel First Nation. Since she was
a young child, storytelling and art have been her spirit’s kindling. Poetry, song,
and story have been her conduit to self-expression and her deep desire to ‘break
the chain.’ Rediscovering her heritage has since guided her on a journey of selfdiscovery, indigenous culture, history and spirituality.
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FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT
DANCE PARTY
March 9 & 10, 10:00pm - 11:00pm
Cabaret Theatre, Alberta Avenue Community League (9210 118 Ave)

FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE PARTY
The Kimberley MacGregor Band
Kimberley MacGregor is a powerful performer and roots musician
who writes music for humans. She unapologetically exposes universal
emotions that people tend to conceal. In 2013, she launched her
original songs into the world and has since released two full-length
albums and was awarded Female Artist of the Year at both the
2015 and 2016 Edmonton Music Awards. She lovingly crafts and
passionately performs songs that will move your heart, change your
mind and stomp your feet. Weaving seamlessly between blues, folk and rock, her common
threads are strength, vulnerability and badassery, always sizzling with soul.
Kimberley MacGregor | Guitar/Vox
Melissa Walker | Bass
Nathan Burns | Slide
Kevin Brereton | Drums

SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE PARTY
Amy van Keeken’s Rock and Roll Sing a Long
The Rock and Roll Sing a Long is an interactive cover band featuring
hits from the 50s, 60s, Motown, the 70s, 80s, disco and classic
country. Lyrics are projected onto a screen for maximum audience
participation. Featuring members of: Pal Joey, 100 mile house, The
Fortrelles, Slates, the AwesomeHots, Bebop Cortez, Free Judges, The
Secretaries and more! Fun is the thing!
Amy van Keeken | Band Leader, Singer
Darren Radbourne | Cornet, Vocals, Projection Tech
Mark Sazavsky | Trombone
Greg Hutchinson | Trumpet
Curtis Ross | Guitar
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Tom Murray | Bass Guitar
Scott Lingley | Drums
Peter Stone | Keys, Vocals, Guitar
Denise MacKay | Vocals, Percussion
Patrick Michalak | Sound Tech, Live
Sound Mixing

YOGA IN THE ART

Yoga in the Art, 2017. Photo by Keanna Hiebert.

Saturday, March 10

9:45am - 10:30am Led Half Primary with Nicole Wood
10:45am - 11:30am Sattva with Linda Turnbull
11:45am - 12:30pm Ashtanga Inspired with Melissa Wasserfall
The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)

Celebrate International Women’s Weekend at SkirtsAfire with Yoga in the Art. Shake
your inner Shakti amongst the inspiring SkirtsAfire Visual Art Exhibit, The Wombs We
Come From, in the Nina Haggerty Gallery. Breathe deeply as you share your practice
with yogis of all levels. Bring your mat and stay for 1, 2, or all 3 sessions which will each
feature a different style of yoga with a new instructor to lead you in your practice. All
three sessions will have live music care of Cellist, Amy Nicholson, whose meditative
music nourishes the soul while caring for the body. Afterwards, head over to the Carrot
Community Arts Coffeehouse for coffee, tea, and nibbles. Get a good seat to enjoy the
sweet sounds of our singer-songwriters in The Key of She.
Sonsored By:
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BELLYDANCE WORKSHOP

BEGINNER BELLYDANCE
(NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!)

Presented by Bedouin Beats and open to all levels, learn the art of bellydancing and get
your glitter on!

Saturday, March 10, 11:00am - 12:00pm
Bedouin Beats Dance and Fitness (11805 94 Street)

Stacie Clarke is a professional bellydancer, instructor, and studio owner in Edmonton,
Alberta. She is known for her precise technique, relaxed musicality, and genuine emotions
during performance. Join her in this introduction to bellydance for a sparkly, fun time!
Stacie will guide you through some basic bellydance movements and then combine them
in a sequence that you can really dance!
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CHANDOS

[SHAN-DOSS]
Canada’s most progressive,
collaborative and innovative
builder with a vested
interest in advancing the
construction industry.
www.chandos.com

THE KEY OF SHE AT OTTO

LIVE MUSIC, GREAT FOOD!

Head over to the neighbourhood’s hottest new restaurant for some delicious
food, craft beer, and live music. Be sure to get there early to secure a spot,
Otto fills up fast!

Friday, March 9 & Saturday, March 10, 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Otto Food and Drink (11405 95 Street)

Lindsey Walker
Photo by Jeff Woodward
My songs are heartfelt and edge on the darker side, while the
stories I tell in between songs will make you laugh your... wait
for it ... skirts off (oh goodness, terrible joke, but I still went for
it).
Lindsey Walker has toured extensively as a solo artist in Canada
with half her heart in Alberta, and the other in her hometown
of Winnipeg. In 2013, Lindsey was nominated as an “Artist to
Watch” at the Edmonton Music Awards, which heralded her
debut album Our Glory with a sold-out crowd. Fans began
to respond to the raw honesty and soaring vocal power of
her music. Media followed, and IndieGogo featured her as a
success story for her innovative engagement strategies. Our
Glory found a national audience receiving airplay on CBC, and
college and community stations from Vancouver to Halifax.
Since 2013, Lindsey has been hard at work on her craft, bringing
forward a darker, moodier sound. Along with touring regularly, Lindsey continues to teach
free music classes to children at the Bissell Centre in Edmonton as a way to share the joys of
music with young people who may not have the luxury of taking formal music lessons.
Recently voted “Best Solo Artist” (Vue Weekly, 2017), her eagerly anticipated new record this
desolate bliss. marks a bold new direction as Lindsey pursues a haunted shimmering evolution.
For more information, please visit www.lindseywalkermusic.com.
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The Lawyers at Duncan Craig LLP are
Proud to Sponsor SkirtsAﬁre!
Erin Burton
Mae Chow

Brittany Earl
Fiona Ellington
Diane Ferrante
www.DCLLP.com

Rhonda Johnson
Shayla Stein
Monelle Sturko
Andrea Willey

THE KEY OF SHE AT THE CARROT
Six singer-songwriters share their inspiring talents over two days in our festival song circle.

Saturday, March 10, 1:00pm - 3:00pm

The Carrot Community Arts Coffeehouse (9351 118 Avenue)

Melody Stang
Kenneth Locke Photography
“You found my weakness written in my song.” Melody Stang is a singer/
songwriter based in Red Deer, AB who is captivating audiences with a
shyness and strength to her voice and an ease with articulate acoustic
guitar. Musical idols like Joni Mitchell and Serena Ryder are sprinkled into
her songwriting with a mix of finger-style ballads and heavy-hitting strums
that will either be pulling at your heartstrings or have you stomping your
feet. Honestly crafted lyrics tell you stories with her heart on her sleeve.
Connie LeGrande
Accompanied by pianist, Barrington Simpson
Photo by Cheyenne Rain LeGrande
Connie LeGrande is a Nehiyaw soul singer and songwriter. Her musical
background is rooted in Woodland Cree traditions, with creative influences
ranging from Jazz, Soul, RnB and Reggae infused with deep primal tribal
flow. LeGrande is a fluent Cree speaker and sings in her mother tongue and
in English. LeGrande’s music raises awareness regarding indigenous issues,
the importance of water and overcoming adversity through love. Her
upcoming album, ‘Water’, will be released Spring 2018.
Amanda Penner
At the young age of fifteen years old, Amanda Penner is a local singer/
songwriter who’s been described by many as an old soul. Her melancholy
melodies and thought-provoking lyrics tell powerful stories leaving a
lasting impression, as her unique voice travels through sound waves in small
coffeeshops, all the way to larger festival stages. Her sound is influenced
by a variety of genres including alternative folk, alternative, and singer/
songwriter. For her, music is not just a hobby, it’s a passion. She hopes
to make other people’s lives better through her music, so that they can
escape from their hardships for a little while, even if it is just for a four
minute song.
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SINGER-SONGWRITER SERIES

Sunday, March 11, 1:00pm - 3:00pm

The Carrot Community Arts Coffeehouse (9351 118 Avenue)

Donna Durand
Photo by Peter Schipper
A prairie girl with original western folk songs. It starts here… listening to songs
played on country and western radio at her grandparents’ home in the hamlet
Bawlf, Alberta, Canada. Then, choir music and in her late teens, Joni Mitchell and
Neil Young. The first songwriter Donna was aware of was her mom. She would sit
at the piano and cook up funny little songs such as Gasoline Cowboy. Donna has
formal education in musical theatre and recreation therapy. Song birds, the dog
singing along with the harmonica, the light in a wise old person’s eyes, leaves of fall turning a
near neon golden yellow, current affairs, affairs of the heart and herstory are all muses- the
ever moving target. Donna plays out… house concert to concert hall. Noted as an engaging
performer, Donna is a regional writer, vocalist and multi-instrumentalist.
Roya Yazdanmehr
Photo by Angela Gzowski Photography
ROYA is an Edmonton-based singer, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist for
whom musicianship is a powerful gateway for the expression of personal truths
and reflections on spirituality and love. The power of Roya’s music emanates
from the enduring sincerity and tenderness of her lyricism, which testifies to
her spirited, sometimes genre-defying sense of creative possibility. She was
recently awarded the Edmonton Arts Council Cultural Diversity in the Arts grant
to record her debut album Breath & Being, set to release in Fall 2018. Her performance will
be a set of original music, exploring themes of love, spirituality, and belonging. She will be
accompanied by her dear friend and fellow musician, Justin Khuong, on guitar.
Marie Fontaine
Photo by Mike Lavoie
After living abroad for twenty-two years, Marie Fontaine returned to her
hometown of Edmonton to reinvent herself and pursue her passion for the
arts. She developed her love of singing from an early age but began seriously
exploring her own style of music after purchasing a Yamaha keyboard and
setting up a home recording studio in the town of Osnabrueck, Germany where
she was the lead singer in a band called Loose Connections. Her desire to sing,
write and produce her own material really took off in 2011 when she joined Soundcloud.
In 2014, she collaborated with UK artist Barry Snaith of the Inconsistent Jukebox on a
spoken word piece entitled Likey Nike. In Canada she continues to develop her talent for
songwriting and currently plays ukulele and sings in a band called Ukebox. She has written
over 200 original songs.
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A PLACE FOR PROSE

LITERARY READINGS

A Place for Prose is a house salon started in 2008 by Astrid Blodgett and Audrey Whitson.
Along with nearly 2 dozen visual artists, the salon has hosted 55 writers from both
Edmonton and area and as far away as Indian Head, Calgary, and Tete Jaune Cache. The
March 2018 salon, held in conjunction with SkirtsAfire, will celebrate two Edmonton
writers and one who makes her home in Prince George and Kelowna, as well as an artist
whose work will be on display in the Nina Haggerty Gallery.

Saturday, March 10, 2:00pm - 4:00pm

The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)

“I see so many women, including those from my mother and my grandmother’s generation,
who are consumed by the practical problems of their life. They either kill their imagination
and surrender to a very tedious, domestic lifestyle or they don’t grow their imaginative
world. We no longer read beautiful novels, we no longer watch beautiful films and we no
longer do imaginative things. When you have children, when you have family to look after,
you completely surrender to practicalities.”
- Eleanor Wachtel interviewing British Chinese, filmmaker and novelist, Xiaolu Guo on
Wachtel on the Arts, January 21, 2018
Edmonton short story writer Norma Dunning
Prince George/Kelowna creative non-fiction writer and poet Sarah de Leeuw
Edmonton creative non-fiction writer and poet Kate Rittner Werkman
Visual artist Melissa-Jo (MJ) Belcourt Moses
Take an afternoon away from the practicalities of life; come hear and watch beauty in word
and image.
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SILENCED
THE 11 O’CLOCK
NUMBER

Saturday, March 10, 2:00pm - 3:00pm

Cabaret Theatre, Alberta Avenue Community League (9210 118 Ave)

When depression is taboo, how can we talk about it? When we laugh to cover our pain,
how long can we wear joy as a mask? When will we stop hiding in silence?
This show is a personal account of the writer and actress Morgan Nadeau’s life. It is an
honest and courageous show that talks about depression in a real way with the use of
clown and humour. Silenced uses storytelling and recordings to share the artist’s ups and
downs of depression in her life in a chronological retelling. An informal question and
answer period will take place right after the show. Feel free to stay and help break the
silence.
Morgan Nadeau | Writer, Actor
Morgan has been involved in the Edmonton Theatre community since 2007 and has been
clowning since 2012. She is a co-creator and founder of Fool Spectrum Theatre and has run
the E-Town Clown Cabaret since September, 2014. She is a trained Pochinko Clown, both in
practice and as an instructor. Morgan has been a part of Edmonton’s International Street
Performer Festival, The St. Albert International Children’s Festival and the Edmonton Fringe
Theatre Festival, to name a few.
Jan Henderson | Director
Jan Henderson is one of Canada’s leading clown and mask teachers and directors. Jan is
now co-artistic director of Small Matters Productions and teaches at Grant MacEwan
University, Toy Guns Dance Theatre, and the University of Alberta, where she has received
four awards for excellence in teaching. She is a recipient of Global Television’s Woman of
Vision Award, and in 2014 she was nominated for an Outstanding Lifetime Achievement
Award for the Mayor’s Celebration of the Arts.
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PEEP SHOW!

THE
A TEASE OF NEW PLAYS

11 O’CLOCK
NUMBER

Peep Show! 2017, Lora Brovold, Malcolm Azania, and Liana Shannon reading Matara by Conni Massing.
Photography by Brittany Paige Balser.

Saturday, March 10, 5:00pm & Sunday, March 11, 3:30pm
The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)

Satisfy your passion for new work and catch a preview of the Edmonton Theatre scene’s
next hottest thing! These new plays are presented in partnership with the Alberta
Playwrights’ Network and dramaturged by Tracy Carroll. Our selected playwrights, Bevin
Dooley and Christine Lesiak, received a cash prize, workshopping and dramaturgy for their
respective winning submissions.
Our annual deadline for submissions of new plays is November 1st.

27/37 by Bevin Dooley
March 10, 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Featuring Jessy Ardern, Morgan Yamada*, Chris W. Cook* and Carmen
Nieuwenhuis.
Winny and Toby are as close as twin sisters can possibly be.
When Winny is staring death in the face, what can Toby do but stare with her?
In the Place of Stars by Christine Lesiak
March 11, 3:30pm - 4:30pm
Featuring Jordan Sabo and Laura Raboud
Astronomy, cosmology, and mythology coalesce in Dr. Mary Jean Baptiste’s
public lecture, Navigating the Northern Night Sky.
Peer into the sky, and into the past in this uncommon adaptation of Antoine
de Saint-Exupéry’s classic novella, The Little Prince.
The 2018 runners-up are The Blue Hour by Michele Vance Hehir and The Goalie by
Carolyn Ziegler.
*SkirtsAfire engages under the terms of the Independent Theatre Agreement,
professional artists who are members of Canadian Actors Equity Association
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MEET TRINA DAVIES
Saturday, March 10, 6:15pm - 7:00pm

The Nina Haggerty Gallery (9225 118 Avenue)
Join Alberta Playwrights’ Network Member and The Romeo
Initiative playwright, Trina Davies, as she reads from her play,
The Bone Bridge. A Q&A for The Romeo Initiative and The
Bone Bridge will follow afterwards.
Beginning in an apartment in Bosnia and ending in a suburban
kitchen in North America, “The Bone Bridge” spirals in and
around the very personal lives of individuals working to
rebuild their lives after conflict.

WOMEN’S CHOIR
CHOIR FESTIVAL
FESTIVAL
WOMEN’S

SkirtsAfire is proud to present this 3rd Annual Women’s Choral Festival in Edmonton in
partnership with Bella Voce Choir featuring Maria Dunn, Shannon Johnson, and
Jeremiah McDade.

Saturday, March 10, 7:00pm - 8:15pm
St. Faith’s Church (11725 93 Street)

This celebration of women’s voices features performances by:
Excentrica Womens’ Chamber Chorus
Founded & Conducted by Barbara Sadler Wells
Excentrica Womens’ Chamber Chorus (known for singing seriously beautiful music without
taking ourselves too seriously) was founded in 2002 as a vehicle for excellence in choral
singing through an eclectic range of repertoire, from all musical periods and styles; from
the sublimely simple to ridiculously complicated. Our mandate is to explore and develop
unique approaches to combined vocal solo and choral performances, and we hope to
leave our audiences feeling encouraged, inspired, and entertained.
Edmonton Metropolitan Chamber Choir
Conducted by Dr. Joy Berg
Edmonton Metropolitan Chamber Choir was established in 2016 to meet the needs of
(and requests from) singers who wanted to sing in a small ensemble, without the stress of
auditioning. The Chamber Choir is supported by Edmonton Metropolitan Chorus Society,
40 | SkirtsAfire Festival

CHORAL CONCERT

FEATURING MARIA DUNN, SHANNON JOHNSON AND JEREMIAH MCDADE

and is organized on a project-by-project basis. Singers are welcome to join – to sing in
specific projects that are of personal interest. For the 2017-2018 season, two projects are
planned: Project 1, “Women in Song - Angels,” a concert for women’s voices, conducted
by Joy Berg; Project 2, “Men Sing, doh!,” a concert for men’s voices, conducted by Trent
Worthington.
The Women of Edmonton Metropolitan Chamber Choir are honoured to be participating
in SkirtsAfire Festival with other women’s choirs, and conductor Joy Berg.
Chanteuses
Conducted by Heather Bedford-Clooney
Chanteuses, part of the Edmonton Columbian Choirs, is a group of 25 voices (18 and
over). Growing out of the Columbian Girls’ Choir, they have been in existence since 1991.
They have sung with the Edmonton Symphony, Alberta Ballet and for the Lt. Governor.
In 2001, they were guests of the Government of Canada and performed for Canada Day
on Parliament Hill. The choir has commissioned several compositions from Canadian
Peep Show, 2015
composers including Mark Sirett and Larry Nickel. Some singers will be part of a group of
four choirs premiering John Rutter’s ‘Visions for Women’s Voices’ in May, 2018 with John
Rutter conducting. They are very happy to be part of ‘SkirtsAfire’ and look forward to
celebrating women by making music with other women’s choirs.
Zingers
Conducted by Kira Dawson
The Zingers started out as a girls choir, conducted by Annette Loiselle, at Resurrection
Parish in Edmonton. They have been singing together for over 4 years and have now
branched off on their own. With members between the ages of 16-20, they are a very
energetic and enthusiastic group of women. They love singing together and they always
look forward to the opportunity of providing others with music.
Bella Voce
Conducted by Dr. Joy Berg
Bella Voce (Italian for “beautiful voice”) is composed of women from the Concordia
Concert Choir and Community Chorus, as well as members of the wider Concordia
community. Bella Voce is non-auditioned, and usually performs three times a year – at
Concordia’s Sacred Music Festival at the end of October, a Christmas concert in December,
and a spring concert in April. This year’s spring concert is under the title of “Birds of a
Feather,” and will include small groups of singers as well as the full choir for the concert.
VENUE SPONSOR

EVENT SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSOR
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MARIA DUNN TRIO IN CONCERT
After having played SkirtsAfire’s inaugural Festival in 2013 with her moving, storytelling
concert, Piece by Piece, about the GWG women, we are so excited to have her back for
our 2018 festival. Celebrating the love and courage that fire our actions to make the world
a better place, Maria - with violinist/singer/producer Shannon Johnson and musician/
songwriter/instrumentalist Jeremiah McDade - will feature in SkirtsAfire’s Women’s Choir
Festival, followed by a Maria Dunn Trio concert set.

Saturday, March 10, 8:30pm - 9:30pm
St. Faith’s Church (11725-93 Street)

Maria Dunn
Photo by David Williamson
Artist Sponsored by Servus
2017 Juno-nominated songwriter Maria Dunn draws deeply on the folk
tradition of storytelling through song. Melding North American roots
music with her Scottish-Irish heritage, she sings about the resilience
and grace of “ordinary” people, past and present. Her latest release
Gathering (Nominee - 2017 Juno Award, Nominee - 2017 WCMA; Winner
- 2016 Edmonton Music Prize), is a collection of songs inspired by love—
the love of family, community and humanity that connects us and fires our actions to
make the world a better place (produced by Shannon Johnson, 2007 Juno-winner with her
band The McDades for Bloom). Maria’s previous five independent recordings include: Piece
By Piece (2013 Canadian Folk Music Award Nominee), The Peddler (2009 CFMA Nominee),
and For A Song (2002 Juno Nominee). Edmonton-based, Maria performs at folk festivals,
theatres and conferences across Canada, in Europe (UK Tour 2017, 2015; Netherlands 2011,
2010) and the USA. www.mariadunn.com
Shannon Johnson
Artist Sponsored by Servus
Shannon Johnson (www.themcdades.com) is a highly accomplished fiddler
and 2007 Juno Award winner for her work with her Celtic-world fusion
band The McDades (CD: Bloom). She began performing professionally at
the age of eight, wowing music fans and critics with her strong, pure playing
and exceptional improvisational skills. As a composer, she blends classical,
Celtic and Canadian styles to create a new and powerful genre of label-bending music.
Shannon is one of Western Canada’s most in-demand record producers and her special
understanding of acoustic music and global styles can be heard on a number of award
winning CDs including Maria Dunn’s six independent recordings.
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THE 11 O’CLOCK
NUMBER
Jeremiah McDade
Jeremiah McDade is a Canadian Juno Award winning musician, songwriter
and instrumental virtuoso, equally at home on saxophones, fiddle, irish
whistles, and guitar. He seamlessly moves from one instrument to the next
introducing the audience to the rich aural textures and colours that mark
his performances, while his dynamic and heartfelt vocals deliver a rich
tapestry of stories. He performs around the world with his siblings in The
McDades attracting a following with their unique global folk-root jazz inspired music.
“The Dizzy Gillespie of the Irish Tin Whistle”. (Gail Wein, Washington Post)
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Radio Active

Portia Clark

Weekdays at 3pm
cbc.ca/radioactive

MEET THE SKIRTS
SkirtsAfire Board of Directors

Lana Anderson

Nallely Alcocer

Angelica Menck

Sandra Marin

Jenny Prefontaine

Deb Kondysar

Paula Blanco Longa

Samantha Whenham

SkirtsAfire Honorary Board of Directors

Honorary Skirts

Marie Gynane-Willis
Sharla Matkin
Christy Morin
Holly Turner
Robina Zyp

2013 - Minister Heather Klimchuk
2014 - Lynn Mandell & Sarah Chan
2015 - Premier Rachel Notley
2016 - Marguerite Trussler
2017 - Linda Duncan
2018 - Muriel Stanley Venne

46 | SkirtsAfire Festival

SKIRTSAFIRE
FESTIVAL
MARCH 8-11

STAFF

2018

The Skirts behind the scenes. Thank you for all you do!

SKIRTSAFIRE FESTIVAL
PRODUCTION AND ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:
Festival Director 			
Annette Loiselle
Festival Manager 			
Brianne Jang
Festival Coordinator 		
Kali Weber
Technical Producer 		
Betty Hushlak
Production Manager		
Gin May
Technical Director 			
Anne Wenschlag
AACL Cabaret Theatre Designer
Narda McCarroll
Festival Bookkeeper		
Pam Aseltine
Volunteer Coordinator		
Alison Besecker
Assistant Volunteer Coordinator
Anisha Nagpal*
Marketing Assistant 		
Melissa Whiteside*
Production Assistant 		
Brayden Saunders*
Technician in the AACL		
Tristan Fair*
Technician in the Nina 		
Larissa O’Hare
Cabaret Sound 			
Andrew White
St Faith’s Sound			
Philippe McLean
Concession Manager		
Frances Girard*
Box Office Manager 		
Linh Dang*
Front of House Manager 		
Cherrie Len Olid*
Festival Visual Communications
12Strong Ltd
Media Relations
		
Kate Hamblin, Bottom Line Productions
Visual Art Curator 		
Lana Whiskeyjack
Assistant Visual Art Coordinator
Kerrie Sanderson*
Words Unzipped Curator
Nasra Adem
Peep Show Coordinator 		
Tracy Carroll
Art Skirt Coordinator 		
Nadia Halabi*
Festival Photographer 		
April MacDonald Killins
				Keanna Hiebert*
Festival Videographer 		
Julia Grochowski
Zoominescence Installation Artist
The DOM FOOL
*Thanks to Volunteer Alberta for these SCIP Volunteer positions
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SPONSORS, DONORS
& SUPPORTERS
TITLE SPONSOR
Gateway Casinos and
Entertainment Ltd.
FESTIVAL PARTNERS
ThinkTANK Advertising &
Design
Copy City
The Alberta Playwrights
Network
Volunteer Alberta
Otto Food and Drink
Fort Edmonton Park
St. John’s Institute
Rapid Fire Sphinxes
PUBLIC FUNDERS
The Edmonton Arts Council
The City of Edmonton
The Avenue Initiative
Revitalization Fund
Canadian Heritage
VENUE SPONSORS
The Alberta Avenue
Community League
(Women’s Initiative
Edmonton)
The Nina Haggerty Centre
for the Arts
St. Faith’s Church
(Duncan Craig LLP)
The Carrot Community
Arts Coffeehouse
MEDIA& ONLINE
SPONSORS
CBC
Bottom Line Productions
CKUA
Alberta Mamas
Mommy Connections
Explore Edmonton
Travel Alberta
FESTIVAL FRIENDS
Mini Bites Cupcakes
Starbucks
Alley Kat Brewing Company
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PRODUCTION SPONSORS
Arts on the Ave
Winter City Strategies
Group
The Foote Theatre School at
the Citadel
Fringe Theatre Adventures
(Chris Kavanagh)
Arden Theatre, City of St.
Albert (Scott Weir)
Theatre Prospero
EVENT SPONSORS
The Shala Yoga
Bedouin Beats
ARTIST SPONSOR
Servus Credit Union
SILK SKIRT $2500
Duncan Craig LLP
Women’s Initiative
Edmonton
CRINOLINE SKIRT $1500-

$2000

Marguerite Trussler
Alberta Union of Provincial
Employees
A-LINE SKIRT $500-$999
Canadian Western Bank
Terry Coyes and Annette
Loiselle
PENCIL SKIRT $250-$499
Elizabeth Fair
Laurie Blakeman
Bernadette Gasslein
POOFY SKIRT $100-$249
Gail Stepanik-Keber
Bretta Gerecke
Keith and Moon Trueman
Alan Besecker and Mary
Gordon
William Kuan Lun Chin
Kenneth May

Angelica Menck
Lana Anderson
Mary Gordon in Memory of
Harvie Gordon
Mina Montroy
MINI SKIRT $50 -$99
Shirley Tran
Jan Taylor
Leslea Kroll
Coralie Cairns
Bruce Keeling
Richard Stroppel
DENIM SKIRT up to $49
Claude de Blois
Rebecca Starr
Jean J K Gale
BATTLE FOR THE
LIMELIGHT PLEDGES
Kelly Andres
Ramona Whyte
Angelica Menck
Helen Turner
Bill Marshall
James MacDonald
Bernadette Gasslein
Andrea Bowes
Heather Majeau
Rachel O’Brien
DOOR PRIZE DONORS
Yuk Yuk’s Edmonton
Comedy Club
Sabrina Butterfly Designs
Fort Edmonton Park
Rapid Fire Sphinxes
Chianti Cafe
Freewill Shakespeare Festival
gravitypope
The Comic Strip
Unbelts
Propaganda Hair Salon
Pogo CarShare
Grindstone Theatre

THANK YOU!
WE’D LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:
Daniel Lenz
Duane Franklin/Franklin Photographs
Marj Balser
The DOM FOOL
Andrew Holmes
Northern Light Theatre
Wendy Hollo
Paul Freeman
Dave Jansen
Karen Mykietka
Steve Michos
Christy Morin
Stacey Clarke and Bedouin Beats
Terry Coyes
David Dempsey
Norman Jang
The artists of the Nina Haggerty Centre
for the Arts
Mary Ann Aquino
Diana Stevenson
Doug Mertz
Jenn Graham
Candice Fiorentino
Freewill Shakespeare Festival
Edmonton Pride Parade
Medgine Mathurin
Nadia Halabi
Melissa Whiteside
Chenoa Anderson
Alison Grant-Preville
Stephanie Lilley and VIVA Dance
Garett Ross

Chris Durham from NAIT
Kyungah Song
Connie LeGrande
Amy Nicholson
Jane Kline
Barbara Hagensen
Emily Gryba
Rachel Gleddie
Linh Dang
Nallely Alcocer
Lana Whiskeyjack
MJ Belcourt Moses
Kasie Campbell
Sofia Cristanti
Jenny Prefontaine
Melissa Blackwood
Sean Lesko
Deb Sitter
Linda Turnbull
Tracy Carroll
Danielle Choquette
Serena Saunders
Phil Hiebert
Shaun Blackwood
Laura Nichol
Julie Fergusson
Heather Scott
Kids4Cameras*
Stageworks Academy of the Performing Arts
*Kids4Cameras engages youth through photography and digital
media building mentorships and helping youth find a positive
and creative outlet.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Take our survey online and you can enter to win a $200
voucher for gravitypope shoes!
www.skirtsafire.com/survey
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VOLUNTEERS

Photos by Girl Named Shirl

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!
The donation of your valuable time is essential to the success of the festival and we are
extremely grateful. Please help us show our appreciation and send a smile to your friendly
SkirtsAfire Volunteers!
Shirley Bailey
Jacquie Beal
Kathleen Bell
Carrie Borg
Jordan Campion
Corrina Cornforth
Laurie Coyes Myles
Katrina Eleazar
Marie Fontaine
Kate Gale
Sonja Gould
Kurt Hanneman
Sarah Huffman
Gurleen Kaur
Kathleen Kellman
Kate Kosinski
Mahenaz Layton
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Donna Mackie
Melody Manuel
Dina Nagel
Bronwyn Neufeld
Lisa Ngiem
Valerie Parr
Elva Rice
Monica Roberts
Valda Roberts
Carla Severyn
Hitomi Suzuta
Robin Vargyas
Patrice Weiss
Rhea Sharma
Grace Desjardin
Ladan Sahardid

SKIRTSAFIRE FESTIVAL GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE
SUPPORT OF OUR SPONSORS. YOUR SUPPORT IS THE EXTRA
SPARK THAT KEEPS THE ARTS ALIVE IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

EDMONTON

#EXPLOREEDMONTON | #YEGHERSTORY

SKIRTSAFIRE.COM

@SKIRTSAFIRE | #FEELTHEHEAT

